
 

Moored Part 2 by Ps Larry Elliott 
Perception 
 

Acts 27:1 NKJV “And when it was decided that we should sail to Italy, they delivered Paul 

and some other prisoners to one named Julius, a centurion of the Augustan Regiment.” 

Acts 27:20 NKJV Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small 

tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up.” 
 

Last week we looked into Acts 27 - in the middle of the storm, God gave Paul a promise to 

spare all their lives, and we saw the power of Joy working. 

Please read and meditate on Acts 27/28 this week, you will receive great insights from the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

Acts 27:9-11 NKJV “Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous 

because the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, saying, “Men, I perceive that this 

voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our 

lives.” Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of 

the ship than by the things spoken by Paul. 
 

There is a natural perception, which is good and there is a spiritual perception, which comes 

from God and is actually vital to our success as believers. 
 

Perception: to become inwardly aware or recognize with distinction something not 

apparent outwardly. 
 

Perception is all about seeing beyond the outward exterior and seeing beyond what one is 

presented with. 

The challenge is for us to recognize when it is happening and then reasons why it is 

happening so we can know what to do about it. 
 

It's a challenge, like with Paul he spoke but others didn't believe its accuracy, they were 

persuaded by experience and natural things. 

So we must develop in this area so we can have that same confidence Paul had, it 

positioned him to be used of God in a "Supernatural" way. 
 

BENEFITS OF PERCEPTION 
 

1. Perception will give you the edge in terms of decisions, your daily living, your career 

and life in general. (3 Examples) 
 

- Paul operated in this and it's clear it gave him an inside track (fast-track) to understand a 

situation that could have been prevented and saved everyone a lot of money and time 

(not initially) 

- Jesus used perception all the time when He walked the earth. 

Mark 2:8 NKJV “But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus 

within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts?” 



 

- The Shunammite woman, was able to extended hospitality to Elisha, perceived he was a 

man of God (2 Kings 4:9 NKJV) That perception caused her and her husband to build a 

comfortable resting place for Elisha to use every time he passed by that way. 
 

2. Perception helps us deal with the "truth" of our lives and friendships. 
 

- Jesus speaks about the LOG and SPECK situation. Remove the log out of your own eye 

Luke 6:41 NKJV “And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not 

perceive the plank in your own eye?” 

- You can identify what's going on in a situation (there are different kinds of storms/ 

circumstances that we all face) 
 

Jesus spoke to a storm, after sleeping through most of it, life happens it's a 

circumstance 

Jesus walked on a storm, but the disciples were in the storm because of obedience 

Paul had to hang onto a piece of wood (some storms you just hang on for dear life 

and get through it 
 

- Nehemiah perceived that the prophecy given to him by Shemaiah was false; that it was a 

subtle plan to take him out of the will of God through fear, sin and an evil report. He also 

recognized that other false prophets and a prophetess (called Noadiah) were behind the 

plot (Nehemiah 6:10-14 NKJV) 
 

3. Perception empowers you to help others. 

- In the Samaritan revival (Acts 8v23 NKJV) Peter and John had dealings with one Simon the 

sorcerer. He was obviously attracted to and stirred by the Holy Spirit ministry. However, Peter 

perceived the unrepentant condition of his heart and rebuked him accordingly. 
 

How to develop our spiritual perception: 
 

1. Recognize you have it already 

 Everyone has some level of natural perception (it can be developed through 

experience), but once you are born-again the limits are lifted. 

1 John 4:4 NKJV “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He 

who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” 

 You know stuff, you don't give yourself credit for. (We sell ourselves short or second 

guess) 

 Eli the priest eventually perceived (His had grown dull) that God was calling young 

Samuel (after Samuel had woke him up three times - so he hadn't developed it yet!)  

(1 Samuel 3:8 NKJV) 

 If you believe the Bible and begin to confess what it says, the greater one will rise up in 



 

you and give illumination to your mind, direction to your spirit, clarity to every aspect of your 

life. 
 

2. Make a start today 

Hebrews 5:14 NKJV “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by 

reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” 

 Start today; practicing on the little things in life, as you do that, your senses will start to 

get sharper and sharper. 
 

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you 

John 14:26 NKJV “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 

will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” 

 it's sad to realize that some Christians completely ignore the Holy Spirit who lives in 

them. 

 The Holy Spirit won't come and arrest you and make you do God's will (He leads, 

guides, prompts and urges, He may give you a gentle push in the right direction / the 

devil (people) will drive, force and try and control you. 

 We must Grow in Christ (Spend time in worship and learn to be a person of the Word) 

 Spend seasons in prayer / praying in the spirit 
 

4. Be sensitive to your inner being 

 Get in tune with yourself, which means "stirring yourself up" 

James 4:8 NKJV “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 

sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.” 

 Don't draw back, draw closer. 

 I want to encourage us today to not get lazy concerning spiritual things, to walk in 

victory we need more grace, but we must also do our part and co-operate with the 

Holy Spirit. 

 Be a person of your word (yes is yes / no is no) Mark 11:22-24 believe what you say 

 Don't rush off into a decision, separate yourself, turn inward and reflect. 
 

5. Listen to the voice of conscience (the Holy Spirit) 

1 Timothy 1:19 NKJV “This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies 

previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, having 

faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have 

suffered shipwreck," 

 

Our Perception can be sharpened, improved and matured and it will begin to make such a 

difference to our lives moving forward. 


