
 

Influence by Ps Larry Elliott 
 

It is clear through the Old and New Testament that God wants His people to be growing and 

getting bigger and better and increasing our capacity. 
 

In relation to this I want to speak to us today about influence 
 

Opening Story: Gary’s brother started smoking after 45 years of been a non-smoker. 

1964 the “Beatles” appeared for the first time on American TV after youngsters in the USA 

heard there music and saw their look, everyone wanted to have a band, grow their hair and 

dress like them! 
 

Acts 8:9-12 NKJV “But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced 

sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone 

great, to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the 

great power of God.” And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his 

sorceries for a long time. But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning 

the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 
 

    We can see that “influences” can be positive or negative. 
 

Influence; the capacity to have an effect on the character, development, or behaviour of 

someone or something, or the effect it’s self. 
 

God’s Word has the power to influence that is greater than anything else, because of the 

resurrection of His Son JESUS from the dead. (Man can prevent or accept this) 
 

Acts 8:13 NKJV Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued 

with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done. 
 

 What is happening IN you is way more important than what’s happening TO you. 

 The enemy can affect you by what he does to you in this world, but you control what 

happens in YOU. 
 

I Timothy 1:11-16 NKJV “according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was 

committed to my trust. And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He 

counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ 

Jesus. This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in 

me first Jesus Christ might show all long-suffering, as a pattern to those who are going to 

believe on Him for everlasting life.” 

 



 

Paul followed through and continued to allow God to INFLUENCE him, through Grace, 

Faith and Love. 
 

GRACE: the divine influence of God on the heart of man. 

FAITH: complete trust and confidence in Jesus 

LOVE: a deep or intense interest, affection, pleasure and commitment. 
 

Your top 3 influences should be God (Word-Holy Spirit), yourself (renewed mind / a 

strong will) and a Godly mentor 

Paul was growing because God’s Grace had an influence on him and that changed 

him. 
 

Acts 8:14 NKJV  Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 

received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 
 

 Phillip was an evangelist (new to ministry and in submission to the local church and its 

leadership) 

 They sent the big Guns (they carried a greater influence) 
 

Acts 8:15-19 NKJV who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive 

the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was 

given, he offered them money, saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay 

hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 The choices we make INFLUENCE the outcomes we experience. 

 You can help someone with your FAITH, but once they start to grow God expects them 

to develop and exercise their own faith and choices. 

 Walk out the journey of allowing His grace to INFLUENCE your life 

 We must understand that my motives and attitudes influence my decisions 
 

Acts 8:20-21 NKJV But Peter said to him, “Your money perish with you, because you thought 

that the gift of God could be purchased with money! You have neither part nor portion in this 

matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 

 
 

 Allow the Word to influence you and start to develop your individuality In Christ 

 Guard your heart with all diligence 

 



 

 

Proverbs 4:23 NKJV “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” 

[CEB protect your mind, life flows from it] 

[MSG keep vigilant watch over your heart, life begins there] 
 

Acts 8:22-23 NKJV Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the 

thought of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and 

bound by iniquity.” 
 

Work through your stuff and allow God access to your life. (Dogmatic and hard-

hearted - develop a tender heart) 
 

II Corinthians 7:8-10 NKJV “For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; 

though I did regret it. For I perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a 

while. Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. 

For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. For 

godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow 

of the world produces death.” 
 

the influence of Godly versus Worldly repentance 
 

Acts 8:24-25 NKJV Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the 

things which you have spoken may come upon me.” So when they had testified and 

preached the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many 

villages of the Samaritans.” 
 

I’m on the fence about the outcome of Simon’s life from here 

His prayer gives us hope (I think, perhaps he should have said: pray that God forgives 

me and helps me change. 

He has a negative movement named after him called “simony” selling or buying a 

ministerial office 
 

Q&A 
 

1. What is influencing my life today? (Top3) 

 The most important person you can influence is yourself.  

 (Religious answer might be God (Pharisees) but what’s the truthful answer. 

 

2. Is it a positive or a negative influence? 

 how does it make me act 

 how does it make me feel 

 Is it helping me to be more like Jesus 

 



 

3. What do you want to do about it? 

 

 

Peter is rebuked by Jesus for yielding to the wrong influence 

 

Matthew 16:22-23 NKJV “Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be 

it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 

Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the 

things of men.”” 

 

The most influential person In the world is still Jesus Christ 


