
 

PRESS-OUT’18 Part 4 by Ps Larry Elliott 

The River 
 

Isaiah 43:18-19 NKJV “Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. 

Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a 

(WAY) road in the wilderness and (RIVERS) in the desert.” 
 

NB: V18 In its simplest explanation is telling us not to get STUCK in the past, because it will keep 

us from experiencing GOD’s “NEW THING” 
 

In V19 God FILLS us with HOPE for the WAY forward. 
 

It’s not where you ARE today, but 

 It’s where you’re HEADING....that counts. 
 

I will make a way in the wilderness; 

 Where there is commonly no PATHWAY I will give you direction and provision. 
 

V19 and RIVERS in the desert.” 
 

Interesting fact: water and our health and well being; 

 New research has found that 'blue space' including sea, rivers, lakes and even urban 

water features have a positive impact on our wellbeing 

 Our bodies consist of 55-65% water, so water works in nearly every part of our body 

helping it to maintain balance. 
 

So God understood what a significant and important promise He is making (to Israel / His 

people / and we will see today the Church (US) 
 

NB: RIVERS not a river 
 

 We can feel limited or restricted and often we are, but God isn’t. 

 He doesn’t just want to sufficiently supply but abundantly. 

 Tomorrow may be a barren prospect but God is with us; so we are near to the Fountain 

of Life.  

 We often speak of our lack of spiritual life and vigour, but when you turn to Christ that 

changes. 
 

YOU ARE EQUAL TO THE TASK AHEAD-Philippians 4:13 AMP 
 

Philippians 4:13 NKJV “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

PHILIPPIANS 4:13 AMP “I can do all things [which He has called me to do] through Him who 

strengthens and empowers me [to fulfil His purpose--I am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency; I 

am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him who infuses me with inner strength 



 

and confident peace.]” 
 

God wants to OPEN MULTIPLE RE-SOURCES / DOORS / OPPORTUNITIES / FLOWS 
 

Let’s go Natural firstly 
 

In desert regions Water is referred to as “Liquid Gold” 
 

Israel only uses 45% of their natural water resources, So God has truly created RIVERS in the 

desert 
 

Israel’s desalination technology is helping the world fight water shortage 
 

Israel has always been a leader in water conservation technology because of its desert 

location. But today that necessity has grown into an economic incentive. The country 

recycles 85 percent of wastewater. By 2020, it estimates that 50 percent of its agricultural 

needs will be met with recycled water. 
 

Additionally, with more than 300 water technology companies specializing in desalination, it 

earns $2 billion annually by exporting its water to other countries 
 

# Time to think out the box, receive creative / witty inventions / God given concepts. (Use 

Roger’s testimony) 
 

Proverbs 8:12 KJV “I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty 

inventions.” 
 

Creative imagination, expanding knowledge, innovative solutions, inventive genius, and their 

application for good uses are God’s gifts. They are given to men and for men where wisdom 

is exalted. The practical, life benefits of wisdom are great – do you appreciate it? 
 

Let’s go Spiritual 
 

So again GOD says through Isaiah: I’ll Make “RIVERS” forward +-700 years & JESUS says: 
 

John 7:38-39 NKJV “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him 

would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” 

Jesus says I am the WAY in your Wilderness. 

The Holy Spirit will be your RIVER’S in the desert. 
 

John 6:63 NKJV “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to 

you are spirit, and they are life.” 
 

Luke 4:1-2 NKJV “Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 

was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in 



 

those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.” 
 

Notice the importance of being filled with the Spirit as we move forward into “NEW 

THINGS” 

Being FILLED enables us to be led by the Spirit 

It also causes us to go into the WILDERNESS (this will come with temptations) 
 

DON’T BE AFRAID OF YOUR WILDERNESS! 
 

Jesus is led onto this fast where He is confronted by the devil. 
 

Luke 4:14 NKJV “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him 

went out through all the surrounding region.” 
 

 Let’s walk in GRACE so that we don’t limit the work of the Spirit in our hearts and lives 

 How much water do you WANT when it comes to the Holy Spirit? 

 Do you ever want to say I have enough of the Holy Spirit! 
 

 Baptism simply means overflowing with more than enough and then further replenishing 
 

 Notice the distinction between being filled with the Holy Spirit and operating in power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 This experienced transformed Jesus from being a spirit filled man to a man walking in 

the power of spirit. 
 

John 4:13-14 NKJV “Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst 

again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I 

shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”” 
 

 Being filled with Spirit positions us to be ready to move in the POWER of the Spirit, 

causing us to fulfil our calling in CHRIST. 

 WE must be connected to the spirit in all aspects of our life and submit to the leadings 

and discipline of the Spirit. 
 

7 “Rivers” (FLOWS) of the Holy Spirit in the Believer’s LIFE. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit Is Our Regenerator 
 

John 3:5 NKJV “Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 

the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 

Definition: to bring new and more vigorous life 



 

 At salvation we meet the Holy Spirit, who can do it all. 

 He is the Spirit of Living God. 

 He has limitless power and wisdom and yet He willingly comes to live inside any person 

who believes in Jesus Christ. 

 And that means we have access to His amazing power. 

 Jesus told Nicodemus that we are born again by the Holy Spirit. 

 True conversion is the most supernatural thing we will ever experience. 

 When a person puts his faith in Christ for salvation, it is the Spirit who opens the heart 

and imparts divine life. 

 He then indwells us, giving us the confidence that we are now children of God. 
 

 Let’s Never minimize the Holy Spirit’s power to transform a sinner or deliver a saint. 
 

2. The Holy Spirit is Our Empowerer 
 

Luke 24:49 NKJV “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of 

Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”” 
 

Wherever the Spirit is, He changes people into onFIRE radicals for CHRIST. 

He gives the power to preach boldly, heal sick people, even raise the dead and 

confirm the Word of JESUS. 

We have ACCESS into the realms of GOD and HIS ABILITY in every area of our lives. 
 

(Today we need the 9 GIFTS & the 9 FRUIT of the Spirit in our lives 9+9=18) 
 

Romans 8:11 the same power that .... 
 

3. The Holy Spirit is our Guide 
 

I John 2:27 NKJV “But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and 

you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning 

all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.” 
 

 The Holy Spirit has access to all the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

 When we abide in Him, He leads us continually into truth—causing us to grow and 

mature spiritually. 

 He is our teacher, and those who depend on Him will know where to go and what to 



 

do because they are following His heavenly directions. 
 

Romans 8:14 NKJV “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” 
 

 He is the best guide ever because He has all the information you need from the past, 

the present, and the future. 

 IPHONE might have someone called SIRI but you have The Holy Spirit (is like your internal 

GPS, except on STEROIDS X1’ million) 

 So let’s lean into the Holy Spirit’s guidance, learn to discern His voice and His subtle 

nudging. 
 

4. The Holy Spirit is Our Unifier (Uniter) 
 

Acts 2:46-47 NKJV “So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread 

from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God 

and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who 

were being saved.” 
 

 The Book of Acts tells us that after the first disciples were baptized in the Holy Spirit, they 

were devoted not just to Jesus but towards each other. 

 The Greek word used for fellowship, koinonia, appears here for the first time in the Bible 

and then is used 18 times throughout the New Testament. 

 Koinonia, can be translated as “partnership,” a supernatural grace that causes 

Christians to love one another deeply. 

 Koinonia knits our hearts and binds us together. 
 

5. The Holy Spirit is Our Intercessor 
 

Romans 8:26 NKJV “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what 

we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 

which cannot be uttered.” 
 

This is one of the greatest miracles of grace. 

The apostle Paul told us that the Holy Spirit who lives inside us “intercedes for us with 

groanings too deep for words” (Rom. 8:26). 

Even when we don’t know how to pray, the Holy Spirit helps us to pray the perfect will 

of God. 

No matter what kind of dark difficulty we face, the Spirit travails for us until we emerge 



 

safely through the test. 

 We could be going through a difficult struggle and not feeling very spiritual. 

We may not even be able to muster the strength to pray for half an hour. Our prayers 

may be a pitiful series of short phrases such as, “Help me, God!” or “Lord, I don’t know 

how much longer I can hold on.” 

David cried out to God all the time and God heard him and helped him (that’s Old 

Testament) 

God listens to your words, but He looks at your heart. 
 

6. The Holy Spirit is Our Comforter 
 

John 14:16-18 NKJV “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He 

may abide with you forever— the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I 

will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” 
 

 The Holy Spirit is a comforter (not feel sorry for you, but come alongside you and 

encourage you to keep going-he won’t join your pity party, but he’ll help you hold a 

PRAISE party) 

 Before Jesus went to the cross, He spent a lot of time with His disciples and opened His 

heart to share many things with them.  

 During His last crucial hours with His closest followers—whom He called “friends”—He 

talked a lot about the Holy Spirit. He wanted His disciples to know they would not be 

alone even though He was leaving them. 

 After Jesus was raised from the dead, when His dejected disciples were huddled inside 

a house with the doors shut, Jesus appeared to them. 

 After He showed them His pierced hands and the wound in His side, He breathed on 

them and said... 
 

John 20:22 NKJV “And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 We often think the Spirit was first given on the Day of Pentecost, but that experience 

was the disciples’ second encounter with the Spirit. 

 Their first introduction occurred Sunday evening of the Resurrection. The Helper had 

come, just as Jesus had promised! 

 He will LIFT YOUR HEAD 

 



 

7. The Holy Spirit is Our Refiner 
 

 When the Spirit came upon the 120 disciples in the Upper Room on the Day of 

Pentecost. 

He was manifested in primarily two ways: 

1. The sound of a rushing wind 

2. Flames of fire that miraculously appeared on each person’s head. 
 

 We do not know the exact nature of this fire; it obviously was not physical fire or it 

would have burned everyone’s hair! It was most likely the visual manifestation of the 

Spirit’s presence. 

 But most assuredly this fire also represents to us the holiness of God.  

 Allow God to purify you, even in hidden areas? 

 When you don’t move furniture around and it stands often there’s that hidden dirt that 

collects. 

 When you move house or spring clean it can be painful and difficult, but necessary. 

 6 month birding rule should apply. 
 

Joshua 3:1-4 NKJV Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and they set out from Acacia 

Grove and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before 

they crossed over. So it was, after three days, that the officers went through the camp; and 

they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord 

your God, and the priests, the Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and 

go after it. Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by 

measure. Do not come near it, that you may know the way by which you must go, for you 

have not passed this way before.” 
 

RESPECT / CHERISH / VALUE AND ESTEEM HIM (Holy Spirit) and His interaction in your LIFE. 
 

Prayer: Jesus, thank you that Your Spirit empowers and prepares me to pursue the life you 

have created me to live. Thank You that You are ready to help me to not be held captive by 

fear and walk in the WAY God has planned. 

We want to thank You that whatever happens this year, You get all the glory. 

We ask You to supply the grace (like a river in the desert) and the strength to pursue You and 

all that You have for us. –Amen 


