
 

Empty Shoes by Ben Saayman 

Ascension Service 2018 
 

Ascension Day is increasingly overlooked as a festival in the Church 

Coming 10 days before Pentecost 

It marks a important transition between the earthly life of Christ with His resurrection 

appearances, and the beginning of the work of the Spirit in the people of God as 

recorded in Acts, and on up to the present day. 

 

Acts 1:1-11 (NKJV)  The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both 

to do and teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit 

had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also 

presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them 

during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard 

from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

not many days from now." Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, 

saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" And He said to them, "It is 

not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you 

shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 

to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." Now 

when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud 

received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He 

went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,  who also said, "Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up 

from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven." 
 

The fact that Christ ascended back to His Father, is referred to a number of times in the 

Bible as an important reference point for the faith of Christians. 
 

So what significance does this hold for us as believers? 
 

1. For us Christians it means that Christ is now interceding for us in heaven. Having 

taken up into the Godhead an understanding of what it means to be human. 
 

2. It also means now that Christ sits in triumph at the right hand of the Father as head 

of the Church, awaiting the final victory of His people on earth... 
 

3. Finally of course it also opens the way for Christ to send the Holy Spirit on all who 

believe, as He promised, so they might experience His presence with them in a new 

invincible way from now until He returns again. 

 



 

 Riddle: What has a sole but no body, a tongue but no mouth, needs "heeling" but 

there's no wound, can be any length but is always a foot ...a shoe of course! 

Ephesians 5:8 (NKJV) "For you were once darkness, but now you are the light in the 

Lord, walk as children of light" 

It speaks about darkness, and then the whole atmosphere of this verse suddenly changes 

with..."but now you are the light in the Lord." 

 Our Light in this world is Jesus. He should always be our Focus. He made a way for us, so 

we can have confidence in the finished work on the Cross. And here Paul instructs us 

to...”walk as children of light”. 

 

John 1:4-5  " In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend (overcome) it 

 

John 8:12 "Jesus spoke to them again saying "I am the light of this world. He who follows 

me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life" 

 There are billions of shoes in this world and shoe shops all over the world. 

Shoes for every occasion, sport or work. 

Just think how many used shoes there must be in the world. How many empty shoes. Think 

of all the stories these shoes can tell.  

I don't know if Jesus left any empty shoes behind when He left his disciples at the 

Ascension. But He definitely left an empty place. (An emptiness after three years being 

together, after the three days of death and resurrection and after the 40 days of His 

reappearance) 

You'd think that the Disciples would have been sad but in fact Luke tells us that they 

weren't 

Luke 24:50-53 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and 

blessed them. Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them 

and carried up into heaven. And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen. 

 

They were full of Joy, Worshipping and Praying and of course waiting for the gift of the Holy 

Spirit which Jesus promised. Can you just imagine their excitement? 

 

The empty cross and the empty tomb were clear reminders of the fact that Jesus had died 



 

and had risen. So how might empty shoes help us understand about Jesus' Ascension? 

 

The word SHOE can be a starting point. It can stand for: "Seated High Over Everything.".This 

is where Jesus is now for us - but what does it mean? 

 

So in my first box I have a pair of rugby boots. They might be just normal rugby boots. 

Maybe they were worn in a final, worn by the winning side. The whole season you have 

watched and supported every match your team played. Not forgetting all the highlights 

and even the setbacks they had. But no matter what you stood behind your team cheering 

them on... with one goal in mind - to play at the end of the season, in the final match, to 

win. 

 

These boots remind me of a rugby Victory, when the winning team goes up to fetch their 

trophy and everyone cheers "we've Won!” even though the fans themselves haven't even 

touched the ball!!! 

 

Jesus at His Ascension goes up to collect the Cup from the Resurrection Sunday, and if we 

are in His team we can also say “we've Won!” We can share in the joy and excitement of 

His Victory right here on earth whatever our situation is. The enemy is now under His feet 

because of what happened at the Resurrection, and so too we can reign in our lives 

knowing That He reigns 

        These shoes remind me that "Jesus is now the King who reigns"  

 

In my second box I have slippers. Where do you normally wear slippers? Usually we wear this 

at home while resting or relaxing. 

For me this represents Jesus at His Ascension, where he went Home to heaven to be with His 

Father, welcomed by the angels. And because He is at Home, we can trust that we too will 

find a home in heaven with Him 

 

How? Because the entry price to heaven has been paid for us at His Resurrection. Jesus 

paid that price and the marks of the nails are still visible in Heaven to prove the price was 

paid. We as believers can rest (not a passive rest) in the finished work on the Cross. 

 

The enemy is not scared at the Cross itself. He is scared because the Cross is empty - Jesus is 

no longer on it. In just three days the gates of hell were destroyed, that darkness is now 

suddenly turned I to light. Death where is your sting? Our Redeemer lives and has now 

returned to His Father, is seated at God's right hand. We who believe that are rescued by 

the precious Blood of our Christ Jesus 

 



 

These shoes remind me that "Jesus is the Rescuer who pays”  
 

In the third box are sandals. Sandals make me think of summer and warm weather. Also 

they are much more like the sort of shoes Jesus would have worn. Shoes in which He 

walked, taught and healed as He met with the sadness, loneliness and tiredness of our 

world. The shoes in which Jesus lived His earthly life. 

Wherever Jesus went He gave Glory to His Father. Always in line, in step of the Fathers will. In 

step with early prophesies. In step with God's plans and purpose for Him here on earth. A life 

like yours and mine that experienced the same temptations and difficulties... 

The Ascension tells me that Jesus took all this experience into heaven. He can understand 

me and talk to the Father directly, with real feeling for my situation. He prays for me. He's 

talking about you and me in Heaven now. 

 

  These shoes remind me that "Jesus is the Friend who Prays"  

 

These three pairs of shoes may help you remember that although Jesus isn't here now, the 

Ascension is still important for us 

 

He is now in the place of Victory and shares it with us. 

He has played for us and Won! 

He is now at home and preparing a place for us. 

He has paid for us to go in. 

He's also at prayer, speaking about us with understanding. 

"He prays for us to Win." 

 

Jesus has been in our shoes on earth, so that one day we can be in His shoes in Heaven. 

This is the truth of the Ascension. 

 

And then there is one other thought too. Jesus wore our shoes on earth. How did He do this? 

When you walk in God's ways and do things with the sole purpose - out of love – the 

dynamics of this world will change. 

 

It is difficult to walk in someone else's shoes: 

- Firstly because it is plainly uncomfortable 



 

- Because each of us are uniquely made with a set purpose for God's Kingdom 

You have your own shoes to fill here on earth for only a short while...... 

 

Before you start to make plans how to change the world and its people, let's start to Love 

this world first, and only then we will have perspective of where we can start to impact ,our 

Families, our church, your ministry, your world God has placed you in. 

 

Matthew 22:37, 39 “Love your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

mind. Secondly “Love your neighbour as yourself...." 

 

This is how Jesus started His ministry. He loved His Father. When you love someone, it doesn't 

have to make sense. Its something we freely received and freely can give. And when you 

do something from the place of Love you will always over-achieve over-worldly standards.... 

Worldly Standards that's been turned around to Godly Standards 

 

Now He wants to go on walking with us through the Holy Spirit 

Ours will be the feet which He uses to go on walking this earth to heal and transform this 

World. The truth of the Ascension is so important for us. 

Jesus Reigns 

Jesus has Paid the price of entry into heaven. 

Jesus Prays for us this coming week and always... 

 

 

 

 


