
Wisdom Part 1 by Ps Greg Evans

The word Wisdom means the quality of having experience, knowledge and good
judgments.

- Wisdom is making choices today that I am satisfied with tomorrow. -
Not doing now what I want and regretting it tomorrow.

Wisdom is not the same as knowledge. Knowledge knows all the facts; wisdom knows
what to do with that knowledge. So many people are seeking out knowledge. Last year
there were just over 23 million people in South Africa who were in some sort of education;
Crèche, Primary School, High School, University or Trade School. Last year South Africans
spent R1.12 trillion on education. That is a lot of money. People are seeking knowledge.

With all those people getting educated and learning we still have some huge problems.

We need Wisdom with money. Right now the South African consumer debt is R1.62 trillion.
The average percentage rate on this debt is 21.3%. That means South Africans are paying
R345 Billion a year in interest on Consumer debt. Not your house, but credit cards and
personal loans. Not the essentials. That is not wisdom. Wisdom is only buying what you
have cash to pay for even if the bank says they will give you the money.

We need wisdom in our marriages. 50% of all first marriages ending in divorce. 67% of all
second marriages end in divorce. And 75% of all third marriages end in divorce. And
today the majority of couples choose to live together before marriage. The most
staggering part of this statement is these numbers are the same for Christians and non-
Christians. We have a huge wisdom problem.

Proverbs 2:1-6 CEB My son, accept my words and store up my commands. Turn your ear
toward wisdom, and stretch your mind toward understanding. Call out for insight, and cry
aloud for understanding. Seek it like silver; search for it like hidden treasure. Then you will
understand the fear of the Lord, and discover the knowledge of God. The Lord gives
wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.

King Solomon who is the son of King David wrote the Book of Proverbs. He is the third King
of Israel. Solomon is believed to be the one of the wisest man to ever walk on earth.

2 Chronicles 1:7-12 NIV That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, “Ask for
whatever you want me to give you.” Solomon answered God, “You have shown great
kindness to David my father and have made me king in his place. Now, Lord God, let your
promise to my father David be confirmed, for you have made me king over a people
who are as numerous as the dust of the earth. Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I
may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people of yours?” God said to
Solomon, “Since this is your heart’s desire and you have not asked for wealth, possessions



or honour, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life
but for wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you
king, therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also give you wealth,
possessions and honour, such as no king who was before you ever had and none after you
will have.”

Wisdom is available for us, but we have to seek it and God will give it to us. Wisdom is
letting Gods desires for your life take first priority and not our own. Most people are in
debt because we want something so bad we will not wait on God to provide it. And
sometimes it is not even Gods best for us. Then we spend all our prayer time asking God
to get us out of the mess we got ourselves into while we blame it on Satan.

I have had people ask me to give them advice on a decision they are making. For
example, I had someone tell me they wanted me to pray with them about a relationship
they wanted to pursue. As we talked about it together they told me the young girl was
not a Christian. She was not living with the same values that he said he wanted to live his
life. When I asked him if he had prayed about it, he said yes and he knew it was not what
the Bible said. He knew he should not be in a relationship with this girl, but he was looking
for someone to say it was OK. He was living by his desires for his life and not Gods.

Some of us are climbing the ladder of success for our life. We are working hard to get
great wealth, possessions, Leadership, etc. I know of people who have spent their whole
life climbing this ladder and when they get to the end of their life they realized that their
ladder was leaned against the wrong building. They had wasted their life. I think that is
very sad.

We can end up living our life with -
 I want
- I think
- I feel

A Life that is ALL About ME

Solomon had one of those moments at the end of his life. With all the wisdom God had
given him, he did not always use it.

Ecclesiastes 2:4-11 NKJV I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself
vineyards. I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in
them. I made myself water pools from which to water the growing trees of the grove. I
acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my house. Yes, I had
greater possessions of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me. I also
gathered for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces.
I acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of



men, and musical instruments of all kinds. So I became great and [excelled more than all
who were before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me. Whatever my eyes
desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my
heart rejoiced in all my labour; and this was my reward from all my labour. Then I looked
on all the works that my hands had done and on the labour in which I had toiled; and
indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun.

I think the first step in living a life with God’s wisdom is to live a life that is not self-centered.
Not About ME

So much of what we do in Life is all about ME. -
 What we think about
- What we talk about
- What we hope for
- What we pray for
- My Dream
- My Ministry

My, My, My… It seems we live in a world that is all about me. We are always comparing
ourselves to someone else and trying to get ahead.

One of our community projects is to help people set up businesses, Enterprise
Empowerment. I want to see people sustain themselves. I was speaking to a group of
Christian businessmen about how we can help someone who is making very little run a
successful company. As we were working through what skills the business men had and
how they could assist someone in the community; one of the guys asked this question.
What are we getting out of this?? I told them God has blessed US. I don’t have
everything I want, but I have all I need. My vehicle is 18 years old and almost at half a
million KM. But I have a vehicle. That is more than 85% of South Africans can say. God
has blessed us to be a blessing. You all have so much, why not give back. I found out
quickly these Christian businessmen were not really interested in helping someone else
unless they were making something.
What about me?
What about me?
What about me?

Galatians 2:20 NKJV I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me.



Practical Steps to live a Selfless Life

Think about how others feel.
Remember other people have feelings. Even if they are poor and hurting, we need
to treat them with dignity.

Help someone when no one else will know
I have learned the most rewarding thing I can do is help someone when no one
else is watching. And I know I can never be repaid for it.

Celebrate when someone else wins
The best way to kill your own selfishness is to celebrate someone else.

Don’t hurt someone else to get ahead
Make sure you are not only seeing success in your life because you are holding
someone else back.

Don’t value your time more than others
Be on time. Be early. Learn to wait on others. Be patient.

Forgive and Forget
This might be the hardest part, but all of us need forgiveness. So we need to learn
to forgive.

Volunteer you Time, Skills and Finances

Be available when people need help


