
 

Wisdom Part 2 by Ps Larry Elliott 

Earthly vs Godly Wisdom 
 

Last week we learnt: 

 Putting God and others first is a defining characteristic of walking in God’s WISDOM. 

 WISDOM: Making decisions today that we will be satisfied with tomorrow. (That will 

produce the BEST results in our lives for the future) 
 

Colossians 2:2-3 NKJV “that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, 

and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the 

mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge.” 
 

 Here we find a KEY TRUTH to Godly Wisdom: God’s WISDOM is hidden IN CHRIST, as 

we experience HIM in our lives and WALK IN WHO WE ARE IN JESUS, we will begin to 

WALK IN WISDOM. (See what Jesus said and did and follow Him) 
 

Elaborate: NOTICE the scripture connects Knowledge / Understanding / Wisdom to Riches 

and Treasures, showing us how VALUABLE they are. 
 

In Christ, God’s wisdom is not hidden from us, iT’S hidden FOR US. 
 

 Let’s turn to the book of James, 
 

James is: 

We have learnt that James (step brother of Jesus) is the Pastor of the Local Church 

in Jerusalem. 

He begins this whole book by dwelling on the importance of wisdom. 
 

James 1:5 NKJV “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 

and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
 

 We find here another key to receiving God’s Wisdom 

 ASK HIM, BELIEVING, HE WILL ANSWER 
 

James 1:5 TPT “And if anyone longs to be wise, ask God for wisdom and he will give it! He 

won’t see your lack of wisdom as an opportunity to scold you over your failures but he will 

overwhelm your failures with his generous grace.” 
 

JAMES introduces a spiritual meant wisdom that God wants us to have 

 WISDOM (to be thoughtful / discreet / careful character / practical skill / 

intelligence) 



 

This WISDOM will help us make: 

a) GOOD choices 

b) Guide us to FREEDOM 

c) Build good relationships 
 

Thomas Edison once said, “The three great essentials to achieve anything worthwhile are: 

1. Hard work. (Is just that it’s HARD, put in the hard miles, share about Pitch said 

STUDYING the Scriptures and learning the Bible) don’t be afraid of hard work. 

2. Stickability. (The capacity to stay with something right till the breakthrough) 

3. and Common sense. (WISDOM) 
 

Add to this James’s observations, 

4. ASK God in believing prayer 
 

and you have a good recipe for growing in WISDOM 

(Proverbs is known as the book of Wisdom, by the wisest man who ever lived, he had a 

revelation of JESUS) 
 

Read Proverbs 2 / 3 / 8 daily & James 2 / 3 
 

JAMES = the New Testament Proverbs 
 

James 3:13-18 NKJV “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good 

conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 
 

- Wisdom not only involves good conduct but also good works. 

- its OK even important to assess my current level of wisdom and understanding. 
 

James 3:13 TPT “If you consider yourself to be wise and one who understands the ways of 

God, advertise it with a beautiful, fruitful life guided by wisdom’s gentleness. 
 

So a CORNERSTONE of Godly Wisdom is Meekness: 
 

Meekness defined: righteous, humble, teachable, and patient under suffering, willing to 

follow gospel teachings 
 

 It is more than suspicious if there is no sign of “meekness” to be seen 

  Meekness, is the opposite of being “self-assertive” 

 The meek person never pushes himself to the front, but rather trusts God and who 

they are inwardly 

 They are careful not to make themselves out to be something that they are not. 
 

James 3:14-15 NKJV But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not 

boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, 

sensual, and demonic. 



 

(Devilish: of bad nature or origin) 
 

 Ps James brings to our attention that if we don’t address “selfishness” and “self-

seeking (last week’s teaching) we can end up using “demonic” wisdom and miss 

out on Godly Wisdom. 

 If we have Godly Wisdom we will evaluate our own motives. 
 

Ps James here is addressing believers in the local church in Jerusalem that wanted 

to be teachers (leaders) and were PUSHING themselves forward as those who had 

SUPERIOR WISDOM in their lives, but the fruit it was producing did not correspond as 

it was causing FLESHLY RESULTS. 

 

What did Ps James see? 
 

A. They weren’t just being an example by allowing who they are (character) and their 

conduct to promote them 

B. They were more interested in correcting other people rather than dealing with their 

own life and growth (the speck and the log) / They weren’t taking responsibility 
 

James 3:14-15 TPT Never brag or boast about what you’ve done and you’ll prove that 

you’re truly wise. But if there is bitter jealousy or competition hiding in your heart, then 

don’t deny it and try to compensate for it by boasting and being phony. 

 

How did Ps James see this? 
 

James 3:16 NKJV For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are 

there. 
 

 He looked beyond the words to the FRUIT it was producing. 

 What If we take a brief look back at my life what do I see, what FRUIT is currently 

been produced in my life (consistently) 


