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Exodus 15:22-26 NKJV So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into 

the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found 

no water. Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for 

they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah. And the people complained 

against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord 

showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. 

There He made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there He tested them, and 

said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, 

give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on 

you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.” 
 

Exodus talks about how the Israelites journeyed out of Egypt. Their Journey was a tough 

one. They had only ever known one way of life, and even though it was tough, it was a 

predictable, routine way of life. 

Leaving bondage sounded so great, until they began to face the struggles of the desert  
 

 how many times do we exchange one struggle for another  

 whenever you make a change you will always face the struggles of that new 

way or decision 

 When they began to be weary from the heat and desert conditions their 

hearts began to lose their resilience, by the time they saw the water at Mara 

their hopes went up, they could see nothing else and, they got their spirits up, 

giving them a short burst of energy (hope energizes you) until they got to 

taste the bitter water..... 

 How many times have we hoped something would be just the thing we 

needed and it turned out bitter 

 They complained and murmured bitterly to Moses went to God and cried out 

to the Lord and  
 

 God said hush angel choirs I hear crying - nothing gets God’s attention like the cry 

of His people. 
 

 God showed them a tree that had been standing there and told them to put it in 

the water. 

 adding Jesus to our bitterness gives us the strength to go on 
 

He brings the sweetness back into our lives.... 

 This also indicates that we are not to stay at the bitter waters of Mara for too long. 

 Sometimes when we are so focused on the water we miss the tree. 

 The tree was always there, available and present to bring sweetness to the waters 



 

of our lives. 

 Sometime we have knowledge of the word and apply it to our lives in a legalistic 

manner; but when we bring Jesus into the equation He turns something that is too 

bitter to swallow and He makes it easier to ingest: ie sometimes we know that the 

Word requires us to do something but without Jesus it’s just a duty or an obligation 
 

 Focusing on Jesus adds grace and then we continue in freedom and liberation in 

Christ. 

 The waters of Mara was also just a test they had to go through and we see that 

when God makes a statute towards them and says  I will not allow the diseases of 

Egypt to get on you if you will 

1. Listen 

2. Obey 

3. Keep 
 

 The blessing is beyond the bitterness 

And He will heal you. 

That bitter well is a type of challenge or trial before you get to the  

- 12 Wells and 70 palm trees  

- perfection & completeness 

- A place where you can find water - the word of God which heals you 
 

 12 is perfect government structure the house of God where the Water of the Word 

is preached and they were filed with the Word and got the power to drive out 

demons and heal the sick 
 

1. Job - was righteous but the enemy attacked him- spiritual warfare. Get a revelation 

from God to show you what to do. Repent and get the blessing beyond the 

bitterness. 

2. Naomi - her choice in men caused her life to be one of hardship. Mara - bitter who 

lost hope. God used Ruth who was hopeful, to bring her back. They found Boaz, 

beyond her bitterness she found blessing and Ruth found a husband 

3. Hannah was barren, but pleaded desperately with God for a child and never gave 

up, God heard her plea. Blessing beyond bitterness 

4. Peter - denied Jesus, he was angry with himself for his denial of Christ, can you 

forgive yourself? Jesus forgave him, so you can forgive yourself. 

5. David & Ahithophel - David always repented, Ahithophel didn’t and hung himself. 

 

The disease of bitterness consumed the Egyptians against the Israelites as they tried to 

leave Egypt. The kept changing their minds 

- a sign of bitterness is INDECISIVENESS  



 

Did God SAY this did God SAY that should I DO this or should I DO that... 

 

 Root out bitterness and put your focus on the sweetness of Jesus 

Bitterness also goes with fornication - Hebrews 12:14-29 

 rejection  

 un-forgiveness  

 not receiving love,  

 fake love  

Always questioning why - no confidence in anything 

 

Beyond that well of bitterness was12 wells and 70 palm trees  

 When you sit under the Word the living water of the well washes you and heals you, 

restores you to wholeness so you can live again. 

 If you don’t deal with the root of your bitterness, you will find rebelliousness setting 

in 

 This opens the door to all types of discord confusion anger / types of witchcraft - 

You become unteachable and stubborn 

 

Ask God to open the eyes of your understanding  

 

Ephesians 1:18-19 NKJV the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may 

know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 

the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe,  

according to the working of His mighty power  

 

Job had to do it... 

He needed a revelation as to why all that had happened to him. Once he asked God, 

God showed him, he appalled himself and God restored to him blessing beyond the 

bitterness.  

 

 Ask God to show you 

 Open the eyes of my understanding Lord 

 


