
 

A Star is Born Part 10 by Ps Larry Elliott 

Renew 
 

John 3:27-30 NKJV “John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been 

given to him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ 

but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of 

the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s 

voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
 

 

When we are Born-Again we get BETROTHED or ENGAGED to God. 
 

 

TAKE this to heart it can revolutionize the way we love and do things; it will influence all our 

relationships for the GOOD. 
 

 

What Does It Mean to Be BETROTHED (ENGAGED) TO CHRIST 
 

 

The New Testament calls Christ the “bridegroom” and the church his “bride.” (Sorry guys) 
 

 

To fully understand the depth of this we need to see this through the lens of a first century 

Jewish marriage. 
 

 

This will shed light on the New Testament’s understanding of the DEPTH of our RELATIONSHIP 

with God and each other. 
 

Ephesians 5:22-27 NKJV “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the 

husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Saviour of the 

body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, (to be under obedience) so let the 

wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 

loved the church and gave Himself for her, “that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the 

washing of water by the word,” that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not 

having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.” 
 

 

We see a Natural Marriage paralleled with our relationship with Christ 
 

 

This lays the foundation for powerful Christian living and teaches us the importance of a 

Healthy Christian Marriage. 
 

 

 

In 1st century Jewish Tradition when you met your partner it involved 3 aspects: 

- The Proposal 

- The Betrothal (Engagement) 

- The Wedding 

 



 

The Proposal: 

A man initiated the process of getting married by pledging his life to his prospective bride on 

the condition that she will accept his offer and reciprocate his love and pledge. 

 This is what God does toward us in Christ. (John 3:16) 

 Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection on our behalf is God’s declaration of love and 

His proposal toward us. 

 Yet, God doesn’t pledge His life toward us on the condition that we reciprocate. 

 Rather, “while we were yet sinners Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8). 

 God makes the ultimate sacrifice up front, in hope that He will win the heart of His 

potential bride and she will reciprocate. 

 Christ’s sacrifice is God’s PROPOSAL TO MARRY US and when we accept His invitation 

we decide to be engaged and join Him at “the marriage supper of the lamb.” 

 

- If we love the world to much it’s like breaking our marriage vows. 

- Literally God sees us as His wife, when we get saved we are betrothed to Him.  

- We are married to God, we have been given His Name, JESUS the name above every 

other name. 

- But Mandy didn’t get my name until she said I do and married me, so if you’re just 

dating JESUS, you don’t get all the benefits and privileges that His name brings. 
 

I Corinthians 9:19 NKJV “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to 

all, that I might win the more;” 

 
 

Betrothal (Engagement) 
 

Hosea 2:19-20 NKJV “I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me in 

righteousness and justice, in loving-kindness and mercy; I will betroth you to Me in 

faithfulness, and you shall know the LORD.” 
 

a) The Ceremony: 

- MOST covenants in the Bible begin with a public ceremony 

- The couple would publicly declare their covenant pledges in a betrothal 

ceremony soon after the woman accepted the proposal. 

 This is the role water baptism plays in the believer’s life. 

In baptism an individual publicly declares their faith in Christ and pledges to live as a 

faithful covenant partner within the Kingdom of God, with the collective bride the 

church. 
 

Romans 6:1-6 NKJV 
 

Romans 6:4 NKJV “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life.” 



 

b) The Time Frame: 

- Ancient Jewish couples were betrothed to one another for one or more years 

before they had a wedding ceremony and consummated their marriage 

- Yet, this betrothal period was not anything like modern “engagements” that 

can be easily called off 

- The betrothal period was a time when the bride and groom would prepare 

themselves for the life they were going to share together 

- The husband often went away and prepared a home for the future family while 

the woman would engage in practices that prepared her for her future life as a 

wife and mother. 
 

This betrothal period is presupposed in many of Jesus’ teachings: 

- The parable about the virgins who hadn’t prepared themselves for the returning       

    bridegroom. 

- In John 14 Jesus talks about “going away to prepare a place for them” so that they could  

    always be where he was. 

- Many times in the NT we are encouraged to “MAKE OURSELVES READY” (Rev. 19) 
 

II Corinthians 11:2-3 NKJV “For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed 

you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest 

somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted 

from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 

 

c) Betrothal Gift: 

- It was customary that the Jewish groom would express the sincerity of his pledge to 

his newly betrothed bride by giving her a precious gift. 

- It was the bride’s assurance while her groom was away that he would indeed return 

for her. 
 

 Jesus gives us the precious betrothal gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

John 16:7 NKJV “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I 

do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 
 

John 16:12-13 NKJV “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not 

speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things 

to come.” 
 

 Jesus knows we cannot prepare ourselves for His return on our own, so He places His 

own Spirit inside of us to empower us and teach us how to live in His ways. 

 He also doesn’t want us to feel abandoned or distressed in His absence, so He gives us 

“the Comforter” HE is the assurance of our future inheritance in Christ. 



 

Ephesians 1:13-14 NKJV “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit 

of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, to the praise of His glory.” 

 

The Wedding 
 

Finally, when the home was prepared and the bride had made herself ready, the groom 

would return for his bride. 
 

The whole community would engage in a magnificent wedding celebration and there was 

great joy. 
 

This is precisely how heaven is depicted in the book of Revelation. 
 

After witnessing a symbolic portrayal of Gods’ victory over the Powers of darkness, John 

heard a multitude proclaiming: 

Revelation 19:6-7 NKJV “And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound 

of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God 

Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 

Revelation 19:8-9 NKJV “And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 

bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed 

are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These 

are the true sayings of God.”” 

 

 

 Have you seen people who are in love, they spend every spare moment together. 

 They do anything and everything for each other. 

  They sit and talk for hours and make plans for the future. 

 They become inseparable. There is a look in their face. 

 

 Let your BRIDEGROOM clothe you with His righteousness. 

 LET Christ fill you with His WISDOM to plan everyday life. 

 TRUST Him to show you things and provide the things we need to live and serve Him. 

 

 

EVERYONE 

I reaffirm my faith in Christ; I've decided to be a dedicated Christ-follower, 

I receive God’s love and invite the Holy Spirit to be my guide. 

 



 

MARRIED COUPLES 

Vow Renewal 

- Husband: 

As I reaffirm my faith in Christ, today I renew my wedding vows to you; I love you and 

pledge myself to again. 

I will love you as Christ loves the Church, giving myself for you. 

I will lead and protect you as God enables me to. 

I promise to honour and cherish you as we serve God together. 

- Wife: 

As I reaffirm my faith in Christ, today I renew my wedding vows to you, I love you and 

respect you and I pledge to make you a home where there is peace and joy. 

My goal is to be a Godly woman and to help us fulfil our goals and dreams as we 

serve God together. 

 

I want to encourage you both to go from here and stand strong towards this renewal you 

have made to each other. 

As you grow together in happiness it is a privilege to delight in the company of each other, 

remember that in interest and affection you are to be undivided. 

Remember to treat each other will love and respect and may God be glorified through your 

relationship. 

 

EVERYONE 

Today we declare Life, Healing and Victory over our Marriages, Children and families. 

I declare I am deeply loved and highly favoured by the Grace I have in Jesus name. 


