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Galatians 3:5-10 NIV Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because 

you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? Consider Abraham: ―He 

believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. Understand, then, that those 

who believe are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 

Gentiles by faith, and announced the Gospel in advance to Abraham: ―All nations will be 

blessed through you.‖ So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man 

of faith.  All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: ―Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.‖ 
 

Restored 

- to bring back or re-establish (a previous right, practice or situation);  

- return (someone or something) to a former condition, place, or position;  

- repair or renovate (building or work of art) 
 

* God is in the business of restoration. All of us need restoration. That is the purpose of 

the Gospel. That is why Jesus came – to restore us to a relationship with God.  

* God is a personal God 

* God has a different perspective than we do 

* God is God and I am not 

* We cannot control God.  

 

In the beginning… 
  

Genesis 2:8-9 (NIV) Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and 

there he put the man he had formed. And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out 

of the ground—tree that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the 

garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 

* Two approaches to God – Genesis 2:9… In the Middle – Our pursuit of God is in the 

middle of all of us. Our quest to be more like God are two choices…two paths to be 

more Godly. 

 

1. Tree of knowledge of Good and Evil 

Genesis 2:16-17 – “You will die…”  

We know they did not die physically, so this is a spiritual death… You can’t 

eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil because if you buy into 

that choice, that worldview, that way of approaching God, that attitude, 

that system, that way of thinking - you will find the whole process of 

religion and becoming Godly incredibly frustrating.  

Because we can’t live a Godly life by trying to obey all the laws, or rules, 

or traditions of our religion.  

 

Genesis 3:1-7 – Notice that Satan did not tempt her with sin…he tempted her 

with the need to become Godly. He appealed to her desire to be like God. 

This path pursues God but the wrong approach – through what we can DO 



 

to be more Godly. Adam and Even ate it…they ingested it…they bought into 

that concept. And this worldview, this approach, is inside Christianity today. 

You can find churches that embrace this view today. Because it tickles our 

pride. It makes us feel good about what we are doing FOR God.  

 

2. Tree of Life 

Genesis 2:8-9  

This tree is all about consuming the life of God. It is not about 

knowledge or doing, but about surrendering our hearts to God.  

It’s about planting ourselves in a local church where we can be 

watered and fed.  

 

How to Discern If We Are Operating in the Wrong Tree…. 
 

Tree of Knowledge characteristics – 

Pride 

Victimization 

Shame 

Busy-ness  

Fear 

 

[Pastor Larry had a thermometer he showed two weeks ago in church.]  

 

Tree of Life characteristics –  

Humility 

Responsibility 

Freedom 

Life-giving 

Trust 

 

Why is it necessary that we examine our perspective and see if we are operating in the 

wrong tree? Because restoration cannot happen in the Tree of Knowledge. We must be in 

the Tree of Life. 

 

Here are few things about restoration:  

1. It is not dependent on our circumstances.We can be in the best of circumstances 

and desperately need restoration or we can be in the worse circumstances and be 

content and happy.  

2. It is heart transformation.  

3. It is on-going.  

4. It is always available. No one is beyond repair. Your brokenness is not the end of 

your story – it’s a chapter in your book of life.  

 

* The Bible compares us to clay in the potter’s hands a few times. God is the potter 



 

and he is shaping us into what He desires us to be.  

 

Romans 8:1-4 

Romans 8:28 

 

When we are on the potter’s wheel, God is using every hurt, every negative situation, 

everything to shape us into the person he wants us to be.  

 

1. Cry Out to God 

2. Confess 

3. Consent to the process of restoration 


