
 

COLOSSIANS by Ps Larry Elliott 

Chapter 4d 
 

Colossians 4:18 TPT “Now finally, I, Paul, write this with my own handwriting, and I send my loving 

greetings to you! Remember me in my imprisonment. May the blessings of God‟s grace overwhelm 

you Love in Christ, Paul” 
 

Paul is specific about three things as he signs off: 
 

a. (Personal Touch) This letter communicates about some very important issues in the Local 

Church & your life, so although Paul never wrote the whole letter by his own hand, he said 

here‟s my signature to endorse it but remember above all that I love you and want God‟s best 

for you. 
 

b. Don‟t forget about me and what I‟m going through for the sake of the Gospel. (Suffering is 

spoken of close to 500 times in the Bible) 
 

c. Grace is to be the centre of everything. 

 

 Then he closes the Epistle with the words Grace be with you. Amen. 

A. T. Robertson writes: “There is no richer word than the word „grace,‟ for it carries in it all of God's love 

as seen in the free gift of His Son for us.” Amen. 
 

You are going to change today, you have unlimited potential in Christ, not only that you are going to 

help change others! 
 

 Today as we start to close out this series we are going to go on an amazing journey through 

these last few verses of Chapter 4. 
 

They relate to each of us and our OUTWARD LIFESTYLE as we serve JESUS. 
 

Paul mentions and speaks specifically and intimately about 11 people. 
 

Colossians 4:7 NKJV “Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, will 

tell you all the news about me. 
 

 Tychicus is Paul‟s messenger or assistant (Beloved, Faithful minister, fellow servant) 
 

Paul was comfortable to share his life with him. 
 

WHO DO YOU HANG WITH? 
 

(Last‟s weeks message by Greg Evans - 7 Things we can and must do to be able to fulfil our Ministries) 

http://rscfc.com/resource/colossians-chapter-4c-by-missionary-greg-evans/  

1. Remain Faithful 

2. Think Big 

3. Be Strong 

http://rscfc.com/resource/colossians-chapter-4c-by-missionary-greg-evans/


 

4. Be Courageous 

5. Stay Focused 

6. Live Positive 

7. Get Ready 
 

Colossians 4:8 NKJV I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your 

circumstances and comfort your hearts, 
 

 Live on PURPOSE 

 Be aware of others as you SHARE your life with those you are doing life with 

 Become an ENCOURAGER 
 

Colossians 4:9 NKJV with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make 

known to you all things which are happening here. 
 

Onesimus (Faithful & beloved) His name actually means: to be useful. 
 

Philemon 1:10-16 NKJV “I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten while in my 

chains, who once was unprofitable to you, but now is profitable to you and to me. I am sending him 

back. You therefore receive him, that is, my own heart, whom I wished to keep with me, that on your 

behalf he might minister to me in my chains for the gospel. But without your consent I wanted to do 

nothing, that your good deed might not be by compulsion, as it were, but voluntary.”  “For perhaps 

he departed for a while for this purpose, that you might receive him forever, no longer as a slave but 

more than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 

and in the Lord.” 
 

Colossians 4:10 NKJV Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas 

(about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome / receive him), 
 

Aristarchus (fellow prisoner) and travelled extensively with Paul (Acts 19&20)  

“the best ruler” 
 

Mark (welcome) who is widely accepted as the author of the 2nd Gospel. He was a disciple of Peter 

and close associate of Peter but accompanied Paul on some of his missionary trips. 

“A defence” he was an evangelist 
 

Barnabas Son of “Rest” the root meaning is “Prophecy”  

He was a great Encouragement to Paul 
 

Acts 15:39 NKJV “Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from one another. And so 

Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus;” 

Colossians 4:10-18 Paul had differed with Barnabas, on the account of this Mark, yet he is not only 

reconciled, but recommends him to the churches; an example of a truly Christian and forgiving spirit. 
 

Notice: Paul highly recommends all these guys. 



 

Colossians 4:11 NKJV and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom 

of God who are of the circumcision; they have proved to be a comfort to me. 
 

Jesus “Jehovah is Salvation”; Justus (to be Just) 
 

Colossians 4:12-13 NKJV Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always 

labouring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in 

Hierapolis. 
 

Epaphras “Lovely” (intercession) 
 

Colossians 4:14 NKJV Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 
 

Luke “Light Giving” (the beloved physician) 

Demas (greetings) he had an interest in the Gospel but later it waited and he abandoned Paul and 

went back to Thessalonica. 
 

II Timothy 4:10-12 NKJV “for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has 

departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark 

and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry. And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.” 
 

Paul was a great Apostle and anointed by God to write two-thirds of the New Testament on the 

forefront of the Early Church, but he‟s the most restricted and in Prison and all these relatively 

unknown believers and leaders where fulfilling God‟s Purpose! 

(Don‟t undervalue what God can do through your life) 
 

Colossians 4:15-16 NKJV Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that 

is in his house. Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the 

Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 
 

The original manuscript actually says: 

Give regards to the brothers in Laodicea, and also to Nympha and the community in her house. 
 

So the Word actually designated a women as the Pastor of one of the Local House Churches 

In Romans 16:5-16 Paul greets his fellow Pastors and Leaders of which many of them were women or 

Lady ministers (Priscilla being one of them that was co-Pastor with her Husband) 
 

Colossians 4:17 NKJV And say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry which you have received in 

the Lord, that you may fulfil it.”” 
 

Archippus (take heed) 

4:17 Archippus is told to take heed to the ministry which he had received in the Lord, that he may 

fulfil it. 

Here again, we do not have definite information as to what ministry is referred to. Scholars believe 

that Archippus was a son of Philemon, he was an active leader in the church at Colosse. 



 

REASON: 

In Paul's letter to Philemon (Philemon 1:2), Archippus is named alongside Philemon and Apphia (His 

Wife) as a host of the church, and a "fellow soldier." 
 

This verse is usually glossed over or totally missed. 

But Paul singled Archippus out; I believe God is turning His attention to all the Archippuses in 

congregations all over the place. 
 

The message is plain and simple but POWERFUL: 

The times are urgent and there is work to be done. 

We have ALL received an assignment in the Lord but we need to be faithful and fulfil it 
 

Little is known about Archippus and his ministry. 

His name means: Horse Ruler or Master of the Horse! 

In the BIBLE: Power / Glory and Strength 

Horses are a universal symbol of: Freedom, travel, movement, and desire. 
 

That said, 4 possible scenarios to be considered: 
 

1. Archippus knew his ministry, was faithful, but needed encouragement to keep going. 

2. Archippus knew his ministry, was faithful once, but had slackened or stopped. 

3. Archippus knew his ministry, but had done nothing about it. 

4. Archippus did not know his ministry, and had to be prompted by Paul. 
 

All Christians fall into one of the above four scenarios. 

The question for today is, “Which scenario applies to you?” 
 

4 characteristics of one who is an Archippus: 

 

ALMOST ANONYMOUS 
 

The beautiful thing about Archippus is that he is mentioned only twice in the entire bible. 

He is almost anonymous and yet mentioned by name! 

We don‟t need to be spiritual superstars or celebrities, to be effective for God. 

We don‟t need to be perfect either; we are in the season for „nameless‟ saints to arise and to take up 

their positions in the Kingdom. 
 

AWARE & NOT APATHETIC 
 

APATHETIC: having a feeling of been disinterested and lack enthusiasm  

                     or to show little or no concern. 

We must get involved and find our assignment don‟t be so self-absorbed that we are not useful to 

God. 

If you are not sure, get started with something, pursue it with excellence, soon you will become fully 

convinced about your assignment and you will contribute to the greater agenda of the kingdom of 



 

God. 

 

NOT ACTIVITY BUT ASSIGNMENT (Effective not just BUSY) 
 

Don‟t just get busy with ten things and miss the one thing that God has called you to. 

BUSYNESS does not necessarily lead to fruitfulness, we must learn to distinguish between activity and 

assignment. 

It‟s not JUST coming to a Sunday service but having an intentional mindset that‟s engaged and 

realizes, I‟m involved in something bigger than myself and what I contribute makes a difference to 

the outcome. 
 

ANYTHING BUT AIMLESS 
 

Through these last verse of Chapter 4, the Holy Spirit is awakening our SOULS to THE much bigger 

picture of what Kingdom living and significance is all about. 

When Archippus is clear of his assignment, he CAN channel his energies and resources purposefully. 

His aim is to be faithful to fulfil his assignment that he may be found pleasing to his Lord and Master 

 

Finding your unique PURPOSE 
 

1) Who are you? 

2) What do you love to do? 

3) How does your work connect you to others? 

4) What do these people want or need from you? 

5) How do they change as a result of what you do? 
 

Your answers will help you figure out your purpose. Secret is in the last question. 


