
 

Next Level Thinking Part 5 by Ps Larry Elliott 
 

As we study Jesus (the Biggest Next Level Thinker) we notice that from the start of the 

circumstance with Lazarus dying, Jesus was already seeing the BIG PICTURE  
 

Prophetic Word last night: 

- Chains are falling off and prison doors are opening 

- Captivity is been replaced by Creativity 

- Hostage situations are been turned into “Home coming celebrations”  
 

John 11:4 NKJV When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 

God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  
 

What is also so amazing about this story is Jesus, as a result of His next level thinking, made a 

difference and was able to engage people on every level:  

1. Spiritually (risk becoming religious or flaky) 

2. Mentally (risk becoming intellectual and try to reason everything out) 

3. Emotionally (risk becoming confused, extreme and controlled by your flesh)  
 

When we allow JESUS, the Prince of Peace, to engage all three, we will become balanced, 

effective and grow into Supernatural human beings serving a Gracious and Loving God.  
 

Romans 12:3 TPT “God has given me grace to speak a warning about pride. I would ask each of 

you to be emptied of self-promotion and not create a false image of your importance. Instead, 

honestly assess your worth by using your God-given faith as the standard of measurement, and 

then you will see your true value with an appropriate self-esteem.”  
 

We learnt how Big Picture Thinkers operate: 

- Hungry to grow 

- Good listeners 

- Look beyond themselves 

- Live in the moment 
 

There are Benefits: 

- Lead better 

- Stay on track (Focused) 

- Team player 

- Don’t get into a Rut 

- Experience new opportunities 
 

Jesus lived His life this way... 
 

Jesus and Mary meet... 
 

 



 

Matthew 26:6-13 NKJV “And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, a woman 

came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as 

He sat at the table. But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? For 

this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.” But when Jesus was aware 

of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. For 

you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. For in pouring this fragrant oil 

on My body, she did it for My burial. Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the 

whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.” 
 

How can we become BIG PICTURE THINKERS?  

I must (P.R.A.Y.) {an Acrostic} 
 

1. Press On 

- Not all Conflict is negative, because it facilitates feedback 

- It can be revolutionary if you keep the Strife out to create positive change and growth 

- The soul GROWS IN ADVERSITY  

(Be intentional or you could grow the wrong way and become bitter or worse)  

You can get BITTER OR BETTER but you cannot do both!  
 

Philippians 3:12 NKJV “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 

that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 
 

You are the temple of the Holy Spirit and God wants to build our lives and see us INCREASE 

according to His Word. 

God is specific about the details of our lives because we are a symbol of His Divine 

Presence, and we can draw others to His LOVE. 

 

2. Reach Forward  
 

We become Big Picture Thinkers by not resting on our success, but rather REACHING 

FORWARD to the next... 

That means we don’t just learn from our successes but also from our pain, failures and 

disappointments. 

So don’t get discouraged, keep with the process, have a teachable spirit and keep an 

open heart towards Jesus and others. 

(Mary probably thought she was into trouble until Jesus spoke up for her) 

JESUS is speaking up for you right now, decide to: PRESS ON & START TO REACH FORWARD!  
 

Philippians 3:13 NKJV Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

 



 

The danger is that we tend to look back on our times of obedience and on our past sacrifices to 

God in an effort to keep our enthusiasm for Him strong! 
 

Philippians 3:14 NKJV “I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus.”  
 

That UPWARD call includes reaching out to others with the Gospel Message of Christ’s love for 

them! You may be somebody’s only opportunity to see God; let Jesus shine through your progress 

and your pain towards other people. 

 

3. Attitude (mature - I always need help /counselors) 
 

Big Thinkers have an ATTITUDE that says I’m always learning and they can even learn from 

what they haven’t experienced, because they are open to what others have experienced 

as well.  
 

Philippians 3:15 NKJV Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything 

you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 
 

Let’s all have an Openness towards God to build, correct and encourage us towards becoming 

more and more like HIM.  

Isn’t it AWESOME we are His Tabernacle; He lives in us, but also through us!  

God is molding you into someone that Glorifies JESUS! 
 

GLORIFY = Shining brightly enough that your life draws attention to the grace of God! 

 

4. Yourself (walk out Christ daily and give yourself permission to succeed) 
 

Most people are seeking comfort not growth, they want safety and easy, but if you want to 

be a BIG THINKER, you have to give yourself permission to be the AUTHENTIC YOU, God 

creates you to be!  

You have to give yourself permission to follow your dreams and succeed, and say to yourself 

it’s ok if I fail along the way.  

Take ACTION, do something in FAITH!  
 

Philippians 3:16 NKJV Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by 

the same rule, let us be of the same mind.” 
 

Increase Your Self-Acceptance 

You may not think highly of yourself, but God wants you to like who you are.  
 

 

 



 

Here are 5 YOU statements to help increase your self-acceptance and improve your opinion of 

yourself: 

 

1. You - VALUABLE  

Never speak negatively about yourself.  

The communication of your faith is made effectual by acknowledging every good thing in 

you through Christ Jesus, not by focusing on the wrong. 

 

2. You - UNIQUE  

Avoid comparing yourself to others. 

Peter encountered this obstacle when he compared himself to another disciple. He said, 

"Lord, what about this man? Jesus replied, If I want him to stay (survive, live) until I come, 

what is that to you?..." (John 21:21-22 AMP).  

We are not called to compare, only to comply. 

 

3. You – WORTHY 

Let God determine your worth. 

Remember that you have already been accepted by God. 

 

4. You – PERFECT 

Keep your flaws in perspective. 

It's ok to see where you want to improve, but make sure you appreciate your progress. 

 

5. You – CONFIDENT 

Discover the true source of confidence. 

If you place your confidence in God, you can't help but have a healthy attitude. 

Do your best, and leave the results to Him.  

 

 

 

 

Prayer Starter: God, thank You for accepting me even when I have trouble accepting myself.  

Help me to acknowledge the good qualities You've given me and keep my flaws in perspective 

as I find my confidence in You.  

Help me to grow in my thinking and become a next level thinker.  

I’m honoured to be Your dwelling place and to show others how awesome You are, I don’t want to 

take that for granted, show me who I can be a blessing to this week and guide me in the way I 

must go, in Jesus Name 


