
 

Rejoice - A Study of Philippians by Ps Larry Elliott 

Part 2 
 

You are a Warrior, a Prayer Warrior  
 

We are studying the book of Philippians 

Last week we encountered the power of Praise 

Today we will engage the subject of Prayer! 
 

 God is not an absentee Father; He is with us and has chosen to manifest Himself on Earth 

through You.  
 

Acts 16:15 NKJV “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you 

have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.  
 

Here are the first members of the Local Church in Phillipi. A result of the momentum created 

through the things we spoke about last week (please go review) 
 

 Prayer is a weapon of WAR, which makes us WARRIORS 

Someone once said to me Any Failure is a Prayer Failure 

We must Pray if we are to see God’s hand Moving in the earth at this time 
 

A Prayer-less Christian is a weak Christian and it Leads to a Lifestyle of unfruitfulness and a lack of 

strength and Passion.  
 

Jesus clearly showed us that in the Garden of Gethsemane.  
 

Acts 16:16–19 NKJV Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed 

with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. v17 This 

girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High God, 

who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” v18 And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly 

annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 

her.” And he came out that very hour. v19 But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was 

gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities.  
 

Prayer: To pray to God, that is, supplicate, worship 

             To seek God earnestly and tell Him what you HOPE FOR 
 

Thayer Definition: 

1) prayer addressed to God 

2) a place set apart or suited for the offering of prayer 

a. a synagogue 

b. a place in the open air where the Jews went to pray, outside the cities, where they 

had no synagogue 



 

- such places were situated upon the bank of a stream or the shore of a 

sea, where there was a supply of water for washing the hands before 

prayer  
 

GO WASH YOUR HANDS 
 

 There is a “Preparation” for Prayer that is important 

 When you Pray things start happening in the Spirit World, not only good things, but it stirs the 

enemy as well. 

 That’s why we are to be ALERT and WATCHFUL  
 

Acts 16:20-24 NKJV And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, 

exceedingly trouble our city; v21 and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being 

Romans, to receive or observe.” v22 Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the 

magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. v23 And when 

they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep 

them securely. v24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and 

fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 

- We will not be unscathed by this event 

But we will be Protected if we rise up as WARRIORS, 

Right now, that’s what is called for in the Spirit: PRAYER, PRAISE and Obedience. 
 

- The enemy wants to contain us, bind us up and limit us, 

But what’s happened instead - we are Singing, Praying and Living out our FAITH ANYWAY 
 

Acts 16:25 NKJV  BUT at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them. 
 

 Praying and Singing  
 

Praying: it’s the same word as used earlier (they were praying and having Church)  
 

Singing: They were literally having a PRAISE CELEBRATION!  
 

Midnight: The darkest moment but also the transition into a New Day (Isaiah 43:18-19)  
 

Followed by the BUT…which is Praise and Prayer 

 

Acts 16:26-34 NKJV Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. 

v27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, 

supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. v28 But Paul called 



 

with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” v29 Then he called for a light, 

ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. v30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, 

what must I do to be saved?” v31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 

saved, you and your household.” v32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 

were in his house. v33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And 

immediately he and all his family were baptized. v34 Now when he had brought them into his 

house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.  

 

Prayer is putting God to work 
 

 God ordained Prayer; every time you Pray, you are meeting a specific Divine appointment 

and God will release His Strategy, mandate or give you an answer 
 

 It’s through Prayer, that His GRACE is transported into our world of Pain, struggle and hurt. 
 

Prayer gives the Word an EDGE and A PASSION. 
 

 Prayer gives you influence with God, but more than that - allows God to INFLUENCE YOUR 

HEART and YOUR PASSION - so you can INFLUENCE THE WORLD WITH HIS GOODNESS! 
 

 It says “They Spoke the Word to Him 

 …And we have the next members of RHEMA Philippi 

 

Acts 16:35-37 NKJV And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying, “Let those men 

go.” v36 So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have 

sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace.” v37 But Paul said to them, “They have 

beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they put 

us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out.”  

 

 Leadership in PRAYER preserves the spirituality of the Church and releases A BOLDNESS THAT 

MOVES US FORWARD. 
 

 We can have everything else and lack Prayer and we will fail 

But we can lack everything else but have PRAYER and succeed abundantly 
 

 Every believer cannot be involved in everything that’s happening in the Church or World 

(you have your calling and purpose to fulfill)  

But every believer can and must be INVOLVED IN PRAYER 

We are all called to be intercessors  



 

Acts 6:1-7 NKJV “Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose 

a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the 

daily distribution. v2 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not 

desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. v3 Therefore, brethren, seek out 

from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may 

appoint over this business; v4 but we will give ourselves continually (Constant, diligent and 

determined study and dedication to Prayer) to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” v5 And the 

saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy 

Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, v6 

whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. v7 Then 

the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 

great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.”  

 

Every Believer is called to develop a Lifestyle of PRAYER 

(Which must include intercession - Prayer for others) 
 

1 JOHN 5:16 NKJV If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, 

and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death.  
 

Be aware of the Spirit of God working in us and let’s not be so busy pointing out everybody's faults 

and failures.  

The reason you see that other people are failing, is God wants you to use your discernment to 

PRAY and INTERCEDE FOR THEM, instead of making comments or criticisms about them.  
 

One of the most subtle burdens God places on us as saints is this burden to PRAY and INTERCEDE 

ON BEHALF OF HIS CHILDREN, till we all come into the fullness of Christ.  
 

Acts 16:38-40 NKJV And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid 

when they heard that they were Romans. v39 Then they came and pleaded with them and 

brought them out, and asked them to depart from the city. v40 So they went out of the prison and 

entered the house of Lydia; and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and 

departed.”  
 

The enemy wants to STOP UP YOUR MOUTH AND KEEP YOU SILENT 

…DON’T DO IT  

…PRAY EVEN LOUDER 
 

God has called each of us to be PRAYER WARRIORS 

It’s through this you are also equipped by prayer for your next assignment. 

 



 

Daniel 6 

The plot to silence Daniel, King Darius issues a decree not to pray to any other God: it says the 

minute the decree was signed, Daniel immediately opened his window and knelt and Prayed 

three times a day 
 

He looked beyond the consequence with His TRUST in God and so it didn’t shut him up, it made 

him more determined, he continued to PRAY ANYWAY 
 

In the Lion’s den, GOD literally shut up their MOUTHS 

Maybe you think this is Old Testament stuff and I’ll never be put in a cell with Lions but the Bible 

says there is a real devil who goes around like a roaring lion  

God will shut his Mouth 

Every Preacher’s CRY: “Pray for us” 


