
 

Rejoice - A Study of Philippians by Ps Larry Elliott 

Part 3 
 

Welcome to Church online. 
 

Today I want to do the official intro for our series: “Rejoice” a study of Philippians.  
 

We will start to see that the important theme of this letter is “JOY in Christ”.  
 

Background  

We have already seen how the Holy Spirit worked supernaturally and powerfully through Paul and 

Silas as this Local Church is birthed in Acts 16:12–40.  

(Reminding us of the Significance and Power of Praise & Prayer!) 
 

The Church is the Body of Christ at Large and the Local Church is the hope of the world; more 

than ever before, every believer needs to be connected to the Body.  
 

We see from Paul’s opening greeting that he enjoyed a close friendship with the Philippians and 

from its inception, this local church displayed a strong missionary zeal and was consistent in its 

support of Paul’s ministry. (Local Church and the Whole Church)  
 

Philippians 1:1-2 NKJV “Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ 

Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Bond-Servant (Doulos)  

a) a slave  

b) Metaphorically, one who gives himself up to another’s will.  

Those in Christ’s service been used by JESUS in extending and advancing his Kingdom on 

Earth.  

c) Devoted to another to the disregard of one’s own interests  

(We decrease He Increases)  
 

I believe in this moment God is doing that in all the hearts of His CHURCH world-wide.  
 

When God captures our heart and saves us it’s a heartfelt response to want to follow after Him.  
 

But as life happens it needs to become part of our BELIEF AND WHO WE ARE.  

PRODUCES A CULTURE OF BELIEF!  
 

II Corinthians 5:9-10 NKJV “Therefore we make it our AIM, whether present or absent, to be well 

pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”  



 

A.I.M  

A-Attitude (Christ in us the HOPE)  

I-Intention (it’s not just when suited but absolute intent)  

M-Motive (not what we get, but what we can give)  
 

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 TPT “So whether we live or die we make it our life’s passion to live our lives 

pleasing to him. For one day we will all be openly revealed before Christ on his throne so that 

each of us will be duly recompensed for our actions done in life, whether good or worthless.”  
 

This speaks to you and I about a genuine deep SURRENDER of ourselves to Christ.  
 

SURRENDER produces DELIGHT & SATISFACTION in us, which turns into a strong belief and 

confidence.  
 

Philippians 1:1-2 NKJV “Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ 

Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Myself, Mandy, the Elders and Leaders of RSCFC love you and are praying for you regularly,  

I want to speak this Same BLESSING OVER YOU TODAY:  
 

Speak a DECLARATION of GRACE and PEACE  
 

Occasion and Date  

Paul most likely wrote his letter during his first Roman imprisonment, about A.D. 61, and he was 

basically thanking them for the contribution he had received from them. He also warmly 

commends Epaphroditus, who had brought the gift from Philippi and whom Paul was sending 

back.  
 

Philippians 1:3 NKJV I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,  
 

Paul speaks a message of Hope and Encouragement.  
 

He’s looking back 10 years ago to when this church was birthed and it blessed his heart to see 

them not just thriving, but rising to the moment they were living in.  

They caused HIM TO BE THANKFUL!  
 

Philippians 1:4 NKJV always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy,  
 

The power of Prayer 
 

 JOY - Gladness and Delight 

 Specifically a prayer of request for something, this tells us that prayer encompasses every 

aspect of humankind 



 

- God loves to hear your voice and is happy to listen to your Prayers. 

- There is nothing more pressing than for His people to be engaged often in Prayer.  
 

Luke 18:1 NKJV “Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose 

heart,”  
 

IF PRAYER IS TO BE EFFECTIVE:  

It should be specific, intentional and heartfelt.  
 

Philippians 1:5 NKJV For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now,  
 

This word fellowship is the Greek word, koino’nia  

It speaks of Partnership, collaboration and communion (intimacy) and connection  

(I think social distancing isn’t the right word, it should be physical distancing)  
 

It’s in partnership together that we make a LASTING IMPACT and reach higher heights  
 

It’s not what you can do; it’s what He’s doing in you, that is becoming real on the inside, which 

becomes the catalyst for what can happen through YOU.  
 

Each bringing their special gift and contribution  
 

Often we hold back what we have because we compare and think that what we have is 

insignificant.  
 

But Belief in Jesus can and must transform our own Beliefs, that in Him He takes our little, our 

imperfection, and broken and multiplies it into MUCH.  
 

Philippians 1:6 NKJV  being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 

will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;  

 

Confident:  

Peithō  

- persuade or rather become persuaded (to convince by ones words or actions) 

- to be induced to believe: to have faith: in a thing  
 

Romans 4:21 KJV And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to 

perform.  
 

Romans 8:38-39 NKJV For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 

nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created 

thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 



 

As the result: 

- To listen to, obey, yield to, comply with 

- To trust, have confidence, be confident  

 

Hebrews 10:34-39 NKJV “for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the 

plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for 

yourselves in heaven. v35 “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.” 

v36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may 

receive the promise: v37 “For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry. 

v38 Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” v39 

But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the 

soul.”  
 

Philippians 1:6 NKJV  being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you 

will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;  
 

Begun: it’s started at Salvation and it doesn’t end until “The Day of Jesus Christ”  
 

Good Work: The work He’s doing is GOOD, Jesus does something Spiritual, Morally and Physically 

and it will produce BENEFITS.  

It encompasses every aspect of our LIVES here on earth, this word implies something EXCELLENT 

that He will do through us, SO LETS BELIEVE IT.  
 

Stop looking at your present circumstance, without looking at His FUTURE PROMISES.  

(They are YES AND AMEN)  

God can and will accomplish what He started in you 

 

Philippians 1:7-8 NKJV just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my 

heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all 

are partakers with me of grace. v8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection 

of Jesus Christ 
 

We are PARTAKERS OF GRACE, that’s all of us.  
 

HE GIVES US GRACE FOR THE DAY 
 

II Corinthians 12:9 NKJV “And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me.  
 

GRACE: God’s ability, strength and provision to meet your need (weakness) fully 


