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What’s the worst thing you’ve ever been called?  

What’s the best thing you’ve ever been called?  

Have you ever wondered what God calls you?  
 

Revelation 2:17 To everyone who overcomes, I will give a brilliant, white stone, and on the stone 

will be written a new name. 
 

―I am alive to grow into the likeness of my new name.‖ - Lisa Bevere 
 

Isaiah 62:2 You shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 
 

John Mark Comer uses this teaching to help us understand our identity: 
 

Matthew 3:16-17 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 

And a voice from heaven said, ―This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.‖ 

 

Where did Jesus get his identity and calling from?  

Heaven and the voice of the Father. 

 

Where should followers of Jesus get their identity and calling from?  

Heaven and the voice of the Father. 

 

And where do we get it from? 

1. Performance: I am what I do 

2. Possessions: I am what I have 

3. Pleasure: I am what I want 

4. Popularity: I am what I others think of me 

 

The Danger… Identity is tied to: 

i. Self-worth 

ii. Security 

iii. Happiness 

 

i. Worth 

I’m important because I’m an engineer, white, educated, have the latest iPhone, got 

over 100 likes on my last post. 
 

ii. Security 

Tribal beings. Community to belong to. Safety in number. Cyclist, this sports club or that. 

This religion or that yoga class. Arriving at gym. Running on the road. Church. Make others 

on the outside. Fear need tribe to protect you. 



 

 

iii. Happiness 

If I’m safe and think I’m special, I’m happy. Thrill of likes, new possession on order. If you 

like who you are, you’re happy. Roller coaster of emotions linked to your view of yourself. 

 

Identity based on performance, possessions, pleasure, popularity, is built on shifting sands.  

All of these things are earthly and unstable. 
 

One of the key tasks of being a Christian - of following Jesus, of apprenticeship to Jesus - is to get 

our identity and calling from heaven and not from earth. 

 

But Jesus had a voice from heaven! 

That’s Jesus’ story. It’s not my story. Or is it? 

 

A Theology of Identity.  

This is the voice over you. 

 

Ephesians 1:3-14 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the 

creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption 

to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the praise of his 

glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he 

lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will 

according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the 

times reach their fulfilment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 

out every-thing in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to 

put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ 

when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you 

were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our 

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 
 

One run on sentence in Greek: in him; in Christ; through Jesus; in the One he loves; in him; united 

with Christ; in him; in Christ. Through our baptism we are incorporated into union with Christ. 

What’s true about Christ is now true about you. 

 

YOUR HEAVENLY IDENTITY STATEMENTS: 

 Blessed with every spiritual blessing 

 Chosen before creation 

 Loved 

 Holy 

 Blameless 



 

 Predestined (planned) 

 Adopted as sons and daughters 

 In favour with God 

 In God’s will 

 To the praise of God’s glory 

 Predestined 

 Included 

 Saved 

 Sealed with the Holy Spirit 

 God’s possession 

 In line for inheritance 

 For the praise of God’s glory 

 

This is who you are in Christ. 

 

BUT: 

You are not blind to how you act, think, speak outside of this identity.  

You know the shameful truths about yourself. 
 

You are in the process of becoming who you really are in Christ 
 

The clincher: Your identity is rooted in Christ AND IN THE FUTURE. 

 

5. Past: I am what I have done 
 

Devil knows your name but he calls you by your sin. God knows your sin but he calls you by your 

name. 
 

These things are true of me.  

But are they the truest thing about me? 
 

Yes, sin is real and a part of our lives, and nothing will warp your identity and the call of God on 

your life like sin. 
 

To thine own TRUE self be true. To thine own TRUE NAME be true. 
 

Ephesians - three chapters of identity. And then…live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received. 

 

Conclusion:  
 

Identity is NOT rooted in the shifting sands of what you do or have or what people think of you - 

those earthly things. It is NOT rooted in the past or the present.  

Identity rooted in heaven and in the future. 

God’s view on your identity a turning point in your apprenticeship to Jesus, and a massive part 



 

of the journey of discovering your identity and calling. 
 

We are loved by God. 
 

David Benner in his book ―The Gift of Being Yourself‖ writes,  

―Neither knowing God nor knowing self can progress very far unless it begins with the knowledge 

of how deeply we are loved by God. Until we dare to believe that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love – nothing that we could do or fail to do, nor anything that could be done by anyone 

else to us – we remain in the elementary grades of the school of Christian transformation.—In 

order for our knowing of God’s love to be truly transformational, it must become the basis of our 

identity. Our identity is who we experience ourselves to be—the I each of us carries within. An 

identity grounded in God would mean that when we think of who we are, the first thing that 

would come to mind is our status as someone who is deeply loved by God.‖ - David Benner 

 

A good father loves us into our future. When we mess up, when we’re trapped in sin, he doesn’t 

call us names - liar, addict, incompetent, lazy, fool - that is never what he says over us. Rather, 

he simply reminds us - that is not who you are. He calls you by your true name - the very essence 

of who you are.  

The truest thing about you: 

You are loved, holy, blameless, chosen, planned, wanted, a credit to my name, to the praise of 

my glory, included, with wisdom and understanding to know my secret plans for the universe.  

You’re sealed, you’re mine, you’re in line for an inheritance. 

You are wrapped up and included in Christ. Whatever is true of Christ is true of you. 

 

What’s the best thing you’ve ever been called? You have a new name! 


