
 

ReBuild Part 5 by Ps Larry Elliott 

Greatness 
 

Matthew 20:26 NKJV “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great 

among you, let him be your servant.”  
 

Great: is actually very close to the dictionary meaning (will share later)  
 

Servant (Minister): one who executes the commands of another, someone who serves a master: 

a servant, attendant, minister  
 

Matthew 20:26-28 TPT “But this is not your calling. You will lead by a completely different model. 

The greatest one among you will live as the one who is called to serve others, because the 

greatest honor and authority is reserved for the one with the heart of a servant. For even the Son 

of Man did not come expecting to be served by everyone, but to serve everyone, and to give 

his life in exchange for the salvation of many.” 
 

Greatness: the quality of being great or of having distinction. 
 

: The quality or state of being great (in size, skill, achievement, or power)  

Synonyms: excellence, choice, 1st Class, superior, perfect  
 

I Peter 2:2-6 NKJV “as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow 

thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. Coming to Him as to a living stone, 

rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being 

built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion a chief 

cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.” 
 

Dwayne Johnson: Success isn't always about greatness. It's about consistency. Consistent hard 

work leads to success and Greatness will follow.  
 

1. So the first thing about building “Greatness” is it’s about our relationship with Jesus and 

then with others 
 

The key to living free and light is to live in the presence of God! The key to living a great, 

successful and victorious life is in your relationship with Jesus!  
 

Luke 1:15-17 CEB “for he will be great in the Lord’s eyes. He must not drink wine and liquor. He 

will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before his birth. He will bring many Israelites back to the Lord 

their God. He will go forth before the Lord, equipped with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will 

turn the hearts of fathers back to their children, and he will turn the disobedient to righteous 

patterns of thinking. He will make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
 

John was incredible and while he focused on Jesus he was content, made progress and made 

a difference, BUT when he put his eyes on the wrong thing he became offended and lost his 

head.  
 

A key to staying focused on JESUS:  



 

James E. Faust: A grateful heart is a beginning of greatness. It is an expression of humility. It is a 

foundation for the development of such virtues as prayer, faith, courage, contentment, 

happiness, love, and well-being. 
 

Jesus honoured John:  

Matthew 11:11a NKJV “Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone 

greater than John the Baptist”  
 

The “greatness” that Jesus referred was in regards to His calling and Relationship with God.  
 

Matthew 11:11b NKJV but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  
 

Mark Twain: Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small thinkers do that, 

but great thinkers make you think that you, too, can do great things.  
 

2. The next thing about Greatness is it needs VISION (Hope) TO EXIST 
 

Wilma Rudolph: Never underestimate the power of Vision... 
 

God has placed in everyone the potential for greatness. 
 

NB: We must Visualize our Victory  

(You can do anything with God, because you and God are the majority) 
 

Deuteronomy 28:13 NKJV “And the LORD will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be 

above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the LORD your God, which 

I command you today, and are careful to observe them.” 
 

I've had some great victories in my life.  

God has set me free from so many old sins, bondages and habits.  

That’s the thrill of serving Him, He makes you Great! 

That’s why GRACE is so AMAZING - God wants all of us to experience it. 
 

I still have battles I need to win and obstacles to overcome, and I'm sure you do too. 

So let’s pick a few this year and ask God to start helping us.  
 

Start to visualize that victory today.  

Think about what your life will look like when you're free.  
 

I’ve used Deuteronomy 28 as an incentive. 

I encourage you to read the whole chapter.  

It basically says that we if follow JESUS, He will bless us and make us GREAT. 

It’s actually fun to ReBuild areas of your LIFE with God. 

It’s exciting to conquer things and not let the enemy rule us.  
 

SAY: "God, I want to change. I want to please You." 
 

When you get into that frame of mind, you'll start to realize that you have some real authority in 

Christ. 

Don't live your life without the joy of growing and changing and seeing what God can do 



 

through you. 
 

3. Greatness requires Pressure  
 

Late Great Nelson Mandela: To succeed in life one must have determination and must be 

prepared to suffer during the process. If one isn't prepared to suffer during adversities, I don't 

really see how they can become truly great.  
 

I Peter 5:6-11 NKJV “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. Be sober, be vigilant; 

because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 

Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 

brotherhood in the world. But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by 

Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To 

Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”  
 

Performing artist Usher: Pressure makes diamonds or busts pipes 
 

Jesus did not measure greatness by the number of people who served him but by the number of 

people he served. 
 

So GREATNESS is not measured by my rank or position, it’s measured by the people we help and 

legacy we leave behind.  
 

Serving others is never easy:  

a) It means focusing on other people’s needs and not your own. 

b) It requires personal sacrifice, a willingness to grow and understand the true nature of a 

problem or situation  

c) It takes dedication and commitment to change inwardly but also build something that 

makes an ongoing impact  
 

Philippians 2:6-7 NKJV “who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal 

with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in 

the likeness of men.”  
 

4. Greatness requires saying NO  
 

It's OK To Say "No"  
 

In Numbers 11, Moses gives us an example of what happens when we're under stress. 
 

Talk about pressure, he was leading the Israelites through the wilderness on what should have 

been an eleven-day trip and instead ended up taking forty years!  
 

The people were depressed and weeping over their situation.  
 

Numbers 11:11, 14 NKJV “So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have You afflicted Your servant? And 

why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of all these people on 

me? v14 I am not able to bear all these people alone, because the burden is too heavy for me.” 



 

Like Moses, it's okay for us to say, "I've reached my limit.”  
 

We shouldn’t take on so many responsibilities that we completely burn out  

Sometimes, it's all just too much...and it's okay to admit that.  

Its okay to say "NO" to some things so you can really enjoy life the way God intended.  
 

WE don't have to be like everyone else or keep up with anyone else.  

God created all of us with a unique abilities, gifting and talents, so BE THE BEST YOU!  
 

Each of us needs to be who God created us to be, and we don't have to apologize for it.  
 

Know your limits and responsibility, then learn to say yes or no accordingly!  
 

5. Greatness requires FAITH 
 

To become great you have to Believe that JESUS IS More Than Enough 
 

Luke 5:9 NKJV “For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they 

had taken;”  
 

One of the names of our God is Jehovah Jireh, which means “the all-providing One.”  
 

He provides more than enough. The God of more-than-enough came in the flesh and walked 

among His people. And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He did not give His disciples small 

blessings.  

That is why He said to Peter, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets [plural] for a 

catch,” (Luke 5:4) and not “let down your net [singular]”.  

And what a catch it turned out to be — a boat-sinking, net-breaking catch! It was such a big 

and unexpected blessing that Peter and all who were with him were “astonished at the catch of 

fish which they had taken”.  
 

Beloved, see God’s heart for you today. He wants to prosper you. Don’t settle for anything less, 

thinking that He only supplies your needs and not your wants.  
 

You may start out poor when you follow God. But you cannot remain in lack when you follow 

the God of more-than-enough. In fact, like Peter, you too will be astonished that God supplies 

more than what you need and beyond what you have asked!  
 

God is able to provide your needs and desires, don’t limit Him with your small thinking 
 

Bob Marley: The greatness of a man is not in how much wealth he acquires, but in his integrity 

and his ability to positively impact those around them. 


