
 

ReStored Part 1 by Ps Mandy Elliott 

Rest - or Work 
 

Nehemiah had a heart to bring the people of God back together firstly by renewing their hearts 

towards God and giving them purpose; to rebuild their city walls and their lives so they would be 

Restored within themselves and begin to build their lives and his city again. 
 

His remnant would come together again. He had a kingdom mindset. The walls of our lives with 

Him become solid and strong again. Hope and salvation in our reconciliation with Christ is growing 

stronger in Him. Reigning as co heirs in a kingdom that is ours.  
 

Moving forward through 10 books up to Joel, we see that the Hebrew people continually slipped 

back into sin (a picture of us as we experience ebbs and flows in our walk with God).  

God promised them if they would keep His laws in their hearts He would restore them. 

Hence this prophecy of Joel is spoken. 
 

Joel 2:25 NKJV ―So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the crawling 

locust, the consuming locust, and the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you.‖ 
 

Locusts 

In a swarm of locusts there may be up to 600 million insects covering 650 km. They can eat up to 

80 000 tons food a day. When they descend on an area all vegetation disappears. They travel 

3000+km per month at a speed of 3 and 16km per day for 6 weeks, and lay 5000 eggs per 30cm. 

Their appetites are veracious. At 16 km an hour it will take them 1h30 mins to pass by. Once they 

have passed through, they leave the trees stripped of their bark as well as the leaves. Every living 

piece of vegetation gets destroyed. A horrific experience. When the enemy of our soul passes 

through he does the same. 
 

Locusts are common in Africa but rare in Israel. So when they arrived Joel told the Jews that God 

was behind it. Based on what they were doing and if they continued, worse would happen. 

Resulting in the people not having enough grain, therefore grain offerings ceased. 

What is a grain offering? – It is a gift offering, it speaks of Jesus, that which is Bread and the offering 

of grains. The vineyards, orchards, and olive groves that were destroyed speaks of the New wine 

and the Holy Spirit. 

Sometimes due to our choices we go through droughts.  

The nation faced a drought, bushfires and starvation and their economy was at a standstill. This is 

estimated to have happened around the feast of tabernacles, celebrating the harvest of crops. 

What is the feast of tabernacles? – A celebration of the exodus from Egypt and the celebration of 

all the harvests. 
 

We have a choice to walk in the restoration Jesus brought us to. 
 

How do we know when a disaster is from God? 

 It is directed at His people 



 

 It has been prophesied before hand 

 It‘s unusual in its scale or detail 
 

The prophecy of Joel comes off the back of Queen Athaliah, whose mother was the infamous 

Jezebel. Athaliah killed all the heirs to the throne. God said that if they kept his commandments 

they would never lack a son to sit on the throne. He allowed them to have a king but not a queen. 

Behaving treacherously she seized and murdered all the sons so that she could be queen. 
 

 A national sin had been committed and therefore required national repentance. 
 

The repetition of the plagues would take place if they continued in this manner. But instead of 

locusts it would be in the form of soldiers marching across the land destroying everything. A far 

more alarming picture of Joel describing the Babylonians, who, alone among ancient people‘s 

who conquered others had a terrible scorch the earth policy, killing every living thing including 

plants, trees, cattle and young. This army left nothing alive, very similar in picture to the locust. 

Whether locust or army God was able to send both and that his judgement was still necessary.  
 

Unless… 
 

 True repentance 
 

Joel 2:12-17 NKJV ―Now, therefore,‖ says the LORD, ―Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, 

with weeping, and with mourning.‖ [13] So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the 

LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He 

relents from doing harm. [14] Who knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind 

Him— A grain offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God? [15] Blow the trumpet in Zion, 

Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; [16] Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation, 

Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his 

chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. [17] Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, 

Weep between the porch and the altar; Let them say, ―Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not 

give Your heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say 

among the peoples, ‗Where is their God?‘‖ 
 

After the call to repentance the people went out and got drunk 
 

 People have a two-fold reaction to a coming disaster: some prepare and repent, some get 

drunk. 
 

So Joel‘s second call for true repentance: the memorable phrase ‗rend your hearts and not your 

garments‘. 
 

 Jesus said that we are to work on the inner man. 
 

Watching someone tear their clothes can be impressive but that isn‘t good enough for God. 

It is our hearts that matter, not what we do with our clothes. It is interesting that Joel does not list 



 

their sins. We can assume that the people were only too aware of what God was concerned 

about.  

 We do well to remember that God is willing to change His mind concerning their 

punishment. 
 

They are in a dynamic relationship with God. He will respond to them. They must pray and plead 

to God for mercy and call on God to demonstrate His faithfulness to them as His people in the 

land He has given them. 
 

 A timeless recovery 
 

Joel 2:18-27 NKJV Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, and pity His people. [19] The LORD will 

answer and say to His people, ―Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, and you will be 

satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations. [20] ―But I will remove 

far from you the northern army, and will drive him away into a barren and desolate land, With his 

face toward the eastern sea And his back toward the western sea; His stench will come up, And 

his foul odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous things.‖ [21] Fear not, O land; be glad and 

rejoice, For the LORD has done marvelous things! [22] Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field; for 

the open pastures are springing up, and the tree bears its fruit; the fig tree and the vine yield their 

strength. [23] Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; For He has 

given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for you— The former 

rain, And the latter rain in the first month. [24] The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, and the 

vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. [25] ―So I will restore to you the years that the swarming 

locust has eaten, the crawling locust, the consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great 

army which I sent among you. [26] You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of 

the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; and My people shall never be put to 

shame. [27] Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your God and there 

is no other. My people shall never be put to shame. 
 

Here Joel urges the people to be glad rather than afraid. He promises Israel if they repent from 

their hearts, God will restore the years that the locust has eaten. This is a principal that applies 

today. Many of us regret our wasted years but God will restore what the locusts have eaten if 

there is true repentance. 
 

 The root of repentance is that we ‗change our minds‘.  
 

So it is appropriate to say that if they repent, God will change His mind.  
 

God assures them three times that never again will He act this way, and that then they will know 

Him. 
 

Joel 2:28-32 NKJV ―And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men 

shall see visions. [29] And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit 



 

in those days. [30] ―And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and 

pillars of smoke. [31] The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the 

coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. [32] And it shall come to pass that whoever 

calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 

deliverance, As the LORD has said, among the remnant whom the LORD calls. 
 

Joel moves on to some wonderful promises, God says that if you truly repent never again will he 

punish them with such an action. But instead there will be total restoration. Not just physical 

restoration of crops that the locusts ate but also spiritual restoration. He will pour out His spirit on all 

kinds of people, regardless of sex or age. 

Young men will see visions, old men will have dreams, maid servants and maids will prophesy. God 

promises to put His spirit into all kinds of people. This promise is picked up by Peter on the Day of 

Pentecost eight centuries later, where Joel‘s prophecy comes true upon the 120 disciples. 

Joel promises salvation for everyone whom the Lord called and whom responded to salvation. 
 

 Salvation was not automatic. As if the nation as a whole was ‗saved‘ through some mystical 

process. There is a double call of salvation. God calls people to be saved through human 

preachers and people in turn call on God. It is very important that you yourself call on God. 
 

Romans 10:10 NKJV For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation. 
 

I Peter 5:10 NKJV ―But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 

after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.‖ 
 

God wants to restore your passion for Jesus, so you can walk in His purpose for your life. 
 

Psalms 51:12 NLT ―Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey you.‖ 
 

 God wants to restore things that have been stolen from our lives through living in a fallen 

world, wrong decisions we have made and areas where we let sin in to control us. 
 

Joel 2:25 NLT ―The Lord says, ―I will give you back what you lost to the swarming locusts, the        

 hopping locusts, the stripping locusts, and the cutting locusts. It was I who sent this great 

destroying army against you.‖ 
 

Remember that Athaliah killed all the heirs to the throne because of the death of her son Ahazaih 

by the hand of Jehu in 2 Kings; she destroys the entire Royal family. The rabbis add these violent 

deaths serve as punishment for David having kept himself in safety whilst his army fought against 

Absalom. 
 

 Now through Jesus we have been reinstated to sonship. 
 

Hebrews 4:9 NKJV ―There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.‖ 

 



 

We are now reconciled, renewed, we have rebuilt our walls and now stand restored. Joel speaks 

a promise over God‘s people who remain in Him. And He will pour out His spirit upon them - talking 

of us, the former and the latter rain, old and new covenant. Jesus who is the grain or Bread and 

the Holy Spirit the wine, is the promise of restoration, the fulfillment of the word, until the second 

coming where He restores His church. 
 

Genesis 22:18 NKJV In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have 

obeyed My voice.‖ 
 

The promise to Abraham of a descendant through whom ‗all nations will be blessed‘ is seen as 

being fulfilled in Christ. Consequently, Paul describes Christians as being adopted sons of God and 

therefore heirs of God and co heirs with Christ. 
 

Romans 8:16-17 NKJV The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that 

we may also be glorified together. 

 

- Establishing your new position in Christ 

If you are born into an inheritance you can be forgiven for not understanding everything about 

your inheritance as a child.  As you grow older and responsible, to know what you have inherited, 

what it means to have an inheritance.  To be older and not know and still be immature as an heir 

is not acceptable in any kingdom. Especially spirituality. 

Being immature as an adult means we do not understand or know and therefore will still behave a 

slave, as one in bondage. 

Ephesians explains exactly what we have inherited and that we should pray that we get a 

revelation of our new estate. 
 

- Everyone who applies is accepted into adoption, we are all equals in the eyes of God and 

He has called us worthy 

- In adoption every child deserves to and is worthy of being part of a family 
 

Ephesians 1:3-23 NKJV Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, [4] just as He chose us in Him before 

the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, [5] 

having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 

pleasure of His will, [6] to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in 

the Beloved. [7] In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 

to the riches of His grace [8] which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, [9] 

having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He 

purposed in Himself, [10] that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather 

together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. [11] 

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him 



 

who works all things according to the counsel of His will, [12] that we who first trusted in Christ 

should be to the praise of His glory. [13] In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 

promise, [14] who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, to the praise of His glory. [15] Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 

and your love for all the saints, [16] do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in 

my prayers: [17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit 

of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, [18] the eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of 

His inheritance in the saints, [19] and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of His mighty power [20] which He worked in Christ when He 

raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, [21] far above 

all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 

age but also in that which is to come. [22] And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to 

be head over all things to the church, [23] which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 
 

- What are the spiritual blessings: FORGIVENSS, HEALING, PROVISION, and PROTECTION 
 

 What did Jesus come to do here on earth? 
 

Galatians 4:5-7 NKJV ―to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your 

hearts, crying out, ―Abba, Father!‖ Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, 

then an heir of God through Christ.‖ 
 

- This means that it is no longer children of the flesh who are heirs of God, but children of the 

promise are counted as offspring. 
 

Romans 9:8 NKJV That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 

God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed. 
 

- Spirit of Bondage - Fear 
 

Romans 8:12-14 NKJV Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh. [13] For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death 

the deeds of the body, you will live. [14] For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons 

of God. 
 

- The Spirit of Adoption 
 

Romans 8:15-17 NKJV For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you 

received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ―Abba, Father.‖ [16] The Spirit Himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, [17] and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 

joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 



 

- No longer orphans but heirs. 

The Orphan spirit is one we need to continually manage. 

As long as the enemy can keep you in a place where you think you don‘t belong, you will never 

command your role as an heir. 
 

- Restored unto salvation. 
 

Psalm 27:10 NKJV When my father and my mother forsake me, Then the LORD will take care of me. 
 

Jesus will always take us in  
 

Matthew 11:28 NKJV Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 


