
 

Brand New Part 1 by Ps Larry Elliott 

Intro to Revelation  
 

What is the outline for Revelation?  

What do I do with different interpretations of Revelation?  

And why should I believe Revelation?  
 

Revelation 21:1-4 NKJV “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.  

v2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  

v3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 

and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be 

their God.  

v4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 

nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 
 

This book is written by John the Apostle, who had written His Gospel and then the following three 

letters around AD 90, he is exiled to Patmos in AD 93 and receives this Vision and writes this book 

around AD 95. 
 

He was well known to his readers and his spiritual authority was widely acknowledged. 
 

Numbers are significant throughout the Bible and the Number 7 is one of the most, it’s speaks of 

completeness. It’s used thought this book symbolic of God completing what He started in 

Genesis, Jesus completing His purposes and plan through the Church and satan and evil’s 

complete destruction. 
 

Another significant number which also pictures completeness plays a role in Revelation, the 

number 3, though to a lesser degree than 7.  
 

The meaning of this number derives from the fact that it is the first of four spiritually perfect 

numerals (the others being 7, 10 and 12).  
 

Today we will look at a series of three’s to help us understand and interpret the book accurately. 
 

Three Reasons for This Book: 

 

a. It’s in knowing Jesus and the depth of his Salvation, Love and Authority that we are 

encouraged to keep serving Him, no matter how difficult it may get! (Persecution).  

The book primarily is a REVELATION OF THE RISEN CHRIST!  
 

Revelation 1:1 NKJV “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—

things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant 

John,  



 

Almost every title used for Jesus in the New Testament to describe His divine/human nature and 

His redemptive work is mentioned at least once in Revelation.  

This provides us with a clear unveiling of the present position, ongoing ministry and ultimate 

victory of the Exalted Christ! 
 

It asserts Jesus the Son of God as the only one worthy to execute the eternal purpose of God as 

the “Lion of Judah” who is not a political Messiah but a sacrificial Lamb  
 

Revelation 1:5-6 NKJV and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and 

the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own 

blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion 

forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

b. It forecasts history and its apocalyptic conclusion, clearly showing that God is ultimately in 

control and will deal and overcome evil once and for all.  
 

JESUS is called The Lamb of God, 28 times in Revelation, and is the only one who conquers, has 

the rightful authority and power to control all forces of evil and their consequences bringing 

about God’s ultimate Judgement and Salvation!  

The Lamb is on the Throne (Revelation 4-7 & 22) 
 

c. It carries a huge evangelical appeal to those still living in the kingdom of darkness to enter 

into the Kingdom of light, through Jesus Christ while they still can.  
 

You will also see that the Lamb, as “One like the Son of Man” is always in the midst of His people, 

who’s names are written in His book of life.  
 

He knows them intimately and with a Holy Love, He watches over, protects, disciplines and 

challenges them. 

They share fully in His present and future victory (Revelation 1:9-3:22)  
 

Revelation 21:5-7 NKJV “Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” 

And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”  

v6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I 

will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.  

v7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.”  

 

Three-fold Revelation of Jesus the now exalted One  
 

The first chapter provides an introduction to the rest of the book, but more so 3 clear significant 

depictions of Jesus.  

 

A. v5 Jesus is “the Faithful Witness” 

He is the Prophet who comes to earth as a witness to the truth. 



 

- He remains faithful to God’s plan, message and purpose throughout His life 

- He remained steadfast to God’s Truth, even to the point of death (Luke 22:42) 

- He encouraged all Believers to follow him and do the same (Revelation 2:10) 

 

B. v5 He refers to Jesus as the “firstborn from the dead”. 
 

- In His resurrection He is the first to overcome death by His own power (John 2:19) 

- He is the only person to die and physically rise from the dead and to continue to live 

forever (Romans 8:34 / Romans 6:9-11) 

 

C. v5 John calls Jesus “the ruler of the kings of the earth”. 
 

- He is the recipient of the throne of David forever, as attested to by the Angel when he 

announced his upcoming birth to Mary (Luke 1:31-33)  
 

This is very significant because in this John confirms Jesus three-fold office of Prophet, Priest and 

King, prophesied in the Old Testament.  
 

Prophet - Deuteronomy 18:18-19  

Priest - Psalm 110:1-4  

King - Psalm 2:4-9  
 

Because He is the only one who fulfilled each of these roles on earth, it confirms His Deity and 

Qualifies Him to be “The Anointed One” (Acts 4:26 & Luke 4:18)  
 

Which further reaffirms Him to be the Son of God and the one spoken of throughout the Old 

Testament as the Coming Messiah who would rule the world.  
 

Having established this John gives us a vivid description of the exalted Jesus, John observes Him 

as:  
 

Revelation 1:13-16 NKJV “and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, 

clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. His 

head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet 

were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters;”  

v16 “He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and 

His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.”  
 

These all again confirming Him as the Risen Christ and the accuracy of His Word.  
 

This starts to set the scene and the tone for the whole book, we see how John confirms Him as 

who He claimed to be in His earthly ministry, but that it would become clear to ALL PEOPLE that 

He is the Son of God  
 

Revelation 1:7-8 NKJV “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they 



 

who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. V8 “I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

 

Three Keys to the Interpretation of Revelation 
 

Revelation 1:19 NKJV “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the 

things which will take place after this.”  
 

Verse 19 gives us a simple outline for the entire book.  
 

It’s really interesting and super useful for understanding Revelation.  
 

Notice there are three things to write down: past, present, and future.  
 

First, write what you have seen - past tense. That’s chapter 1: John saw Jesus.  
 

Second, write what is now.  

Now refers to the present age, it’s the current time period.  

In chapters 2 and 3, we will see a picture of the present, the church.  

There we’ll see an overview of the church age, and what Jesus thinks of the church, good and 

bad.  
 

Third, write what will take place later. That means future.  

That means end times, and chapter 4 to the end of the book are end times prophecy.  

The Greek phrase used here for later is meta touta, and chapter 4 begins with the exact same 

phrase: meta touta.  

So chapter 4 kicks off the beginning of end times. Got that?  
 

What you’ve seen: chapter 1.  
 

What is now: the church age, chapters 2 and 3.  
 

What will take place later: end times, chapter 4 to 22.  
 

It’s because of this, out of the 8 popular views of how the end times will unfold, I find this one the 

most likely, but no one can categorically say theirs is 100% correct or Biblical.  
 

PreMillennial PreTribulational View 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Now, question number two: What do I do with different interpretations of Revelation?  

Different teachers will give you different meanings.  
 

Rapture: 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18  

Second-Coming: 2 Thessalonians 2:8  

Millennial Kingdom: Revelation 20:1-6 
 

See prophecies can be like movie previews.  

They give you hints, symbolism, peaks and valleys, and everyone tries to guess the details, but 

the only one who knows the whole story is the Author.  
 

People disagree about the Bible, and that’s okay.  
 

But what I want to know is what God has to say.  

If the Bible is God’s Word, then the interpretation that matters most is God’s.  
 

Focus on what the Bible says above what any teacher tells you it says, including me.  

And keep your focus on the main lessons.  

So what about Revelation? The basic disagreement is this: 

Some say Revelation is an allegory - like a myth with a moral.  

Others say it is about events that will really happen - or happened already, past tense.  

As for me, I believe it’s about real events - symbolic language, but symbolic of real things - that 

will happen in the future.  
 

But please know that I respect those who disagree, and respect your right to disagree too.  
 

So what should you do when your teachers disagree?  

Same thing you should always do - listen, understand, and decide what you believe.  
 

Now one last question: If Revelation is about the future, why should I believe it?  

Here are Three Good Reasons. 
 

1. Lots of people have predicted the end of the world, and were wrong; many tie their 

predictions to Revelation.  
 

So with all those false predictions that used Revelation, why would I still believe?  
 

Think of it like this. What do most counterfeit hundred rand notes have in common?  

They all try to look like the real thing.  

There’s a reason why so many fakes start with the Bible to make their crazy claims.  

And there’s a reason why so many sane, rational, intelligent people believe the Bible.  

Because the Bible has predicted the future accurately, hundreds of times.  
 

One small example: The Bible predicts many times that the nation Israel would be scattered 

around the world, and would someday regather in a homeland. Jesus said it would be a key 

sign that the end times were near. For centuries, Bible readers argued over whether it was literal 



 

or figurative. Then in 1948, it happened. Israel got a literal homeland.  
 

Now I don’t have time to explore all that. Just to say, the Bible is reliable. The science is good. 

The history is good. The prophecy is good.  

Empires, wars, rulers, even exact dates - all told in advance.  
 

If you want more, try the book of Daniel, especially chapters 9 and 11. Through the Word can 

guide you there too.  

For now, just know, I believe Revelation, and with good reason.  
 

2. Because of the testimony of Christ in your own life - John 9:24-27 
 

3. Because when we don’t Believe in Revelation there is no end and we lose hope, all who 

lose hope begin to regress, go backward in their morals and lose their vision or purpose  
 

Revelation 1:3 NKJV “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, 

and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.” 


