
 

Brand New Part 12 by Ps Larry Elliott 

The Two Witnesses 
 

Today we approach what many scholars say is one of the most difficult chapters to interpret in all 

the New Testament.  
 

We are still in this interlude, between the sixth and seventh trumpet judgments; this is also when the 

Antichrist will make an agreement with Israel.  
 

NB: Why it’s important to read Revelation because: 

1. It gives us a deeper understanding of God and He works all things for His good 
 

2. There is an end to all of the pain and sorrow and that produces HOPE.  
 

John 14:1-4 NKJV “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My 

Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 

for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 

where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know.” 
 

REMEMBER if you are in Christ, there is nothing for us to be afraid of, only to be expectant of.  
 

3. You become equipped to be a better witness and determined to live for Him.  

(You will see as we learn about the 2 Witnesses) 
 

4. God wants you Blessed  
 

Revelation 1:3 NKJV “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and 

keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.”  
 

Revelation 11:1 NKJV “Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, 

“Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.  
 

A Reed like a Measuring Rod:  
 

In Ezekiel 40-43, there is an extended passage where a temple is measured.  
 

The temple in Ezekiel is best understood as the temple of the millennial reign of Christ and therefore 

the temple here in Revelation 11.  
 

Rise and Measure the Temple of God: 
 

 - In the Bible the words RISE and MEASURE 

have significance  

1. Rise means to Stand up change your 

position (get ready and be alert). E.G. 

When Isaiah prophesied, Arise shine for 

your light has come (Isaiah 60:1-2) He 

was telling the people to RISE UP, get 



 

up and witness to all the privileges of serving Him.  

2. Measure communicates ownership, protection, and preservation. E.G. When Habakkuk 

prophesied, He stood and measured the earth (Habakkuk 3:6) the idea was that the Lord 

owns the earth and can do with it as He pleases. 
 

 God is in Charge and we don’t have to despair but rather should Honour God and show our 

Trust by “Celebrating” or “Rejoicing”  

 This is one of the glorious themes of the Book of Revelation and indeed the Whole BIBLE.  

Later in v17 the title Almighty is again used for God.  

The Greek word for Almighty is pantokrater, describing God as “the one who has his hand on 

everything.”  
 

This temple had been, is and still will be the scene of great horror and great glory, but God is in 

charge, and will work out His plan of Redemption for all who Believe.  
 

Romans 8:18-21 NKJV “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation 

eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be 

delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”  
 

Romans 8:28 NKJV “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose.”  
 

Already here in Chapter 11 we have past, present and future and we have literal, symbolic and 

spiritual being revealed;  
 

The Temple of God in the Holy City of Jerusalem (History - Past):  
 

The 3 temples in Jewish history:  

1. The first was Solomon's temple, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 587 B.C. 2.  

2. The 2nd was Zerubbabel's temple, built when the Jews returned from captivity in Babylon.  

It was desecrated and destroyed in the second century before Christ.  

3. The third temple was built for the Jews by Herod the Great, the temple in existence during 

Jesus' ministry and the apostles' ministry as described in Acts. This was the temple destroyed 

by the Romans in A.D. 70.  
 

The Temple of God in the Holy City of Jerusalem (Present - Current):  

i. Today you can visit the Temple Institute in the Jewish Quarter of the old city in Jerusalem, a 

group of Jews are dedicated to rebuilding the temple. They are planning to replicate 

everything biblically.  
 

We also see “The Temple of God as a symbol of the church and each individual Believer.  

- Paul described the church as a temple:  

Ephesians 2:19-21 NKJV “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow 



 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole 

building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being 

built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”  
 

- Peter described the church as a temple:  

I Peter 2:5 NKJV “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to 

offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  
 

The Temple of God (Future - Literal):  
 

It is very likely that this is the temple that must be on the earth for the fulfillment of what Daniel, 

Jesus, and Paul said regarding the abomination of desolation, thus confirming Biblical Prophecy: 

i. Daniel told us the Antichrist will break his covenant with the Jewish people, bringing sacrifice 

and offerings to an end. This Antichrist will defile the temple by setting something abominable 

there. Daniel 9:24-27, 11:31 & 12:11  
 

ii. Jesus said to look for an abomination standing in the holy place, which would be the pivotal 

sign that the season of God’s wrath was upon the earth. Matthew 24:15-16 & 24:21  
 

iii. Paul told us that the Antichrist would sit in the temple as God 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4  
 

However the concept of the “abomination of desolation” can be spiritualized as idolatrous worship 

established in the hearts of God’s people (His “temple”).  
 

This is a Worship is formalism fashioned by our own “Works of the Flesh” and not engaging our hearts 

“Lip Service”  
 

Matthew 15:8-9 NKJV “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, 

but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men.” 
 

Worship is Deep and Powerful, it’s one of the very things that satan craved, and contributed to his 

rebellion against God. 

We become what we Worship, so the powerful take away here is keep building your temple by 

being a true worshiper.  
 

John 4:23-24 NKJV “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who 

worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
 

Whether you are doing well or struggling in an area, bring it in worship to Jesus, worship HIM as 

YOUR answer to that specific area in your life!  
 

Revelation 11:2 NKJV But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, 

for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two 

months.  



 

The Outer Court of the Temple:  

i. When the Romans conquered Jerusalem in A.D. 70 they destroyed the city so completely 

that the foundations of the old temple were not easily found. 

ii. Interesting written nearly 2000 years ago and it would seem impossible to rebuild the temple 

as the Islamic Dome of the Rock shrine currently stands on the temple mount and is a point of 

great contention. (We visited there and actually walked around and had our quiet time.) 

iii. Most have long assumed that the Dome of the Rock shrine stands on the place of the old 

temple. But new research gives compelling evidence that the temple stood to the north 

where the Dome of the Rock shrine is today, and that if the temple were to be rebuilt at its 

original place, the Dome of the Rock shrine would be in its outer courts. 

iv. This will intensify into a huge conflict when the new temple is built and will be trampled 

underfoot by the gentiles for the 2nd period of the tribulation (42 months being three and a 

half years) (as described in Revelation 12:13-17 and Matthew 24:15-28).  
 

Spiritually again, we have an application which is part of worship: It’s the principle of Sincere 

Worship! (Don’t just stand on the outside but DIVE ALL IN) 
 

Matthew 5:23-24 NKJV “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your 

brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.”  
 

Leave your gift and first go make right not just forgiveness but respond to what’s in your heart 

Respect God and His anointing there are no super heroes or big shots, it’s JESUS.  
 

Revelation 11:3-4 NKJV And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one 

thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” These are the two olive trees and the 

two lampstands standing before the God of the earth.  
 

My Two Witnesses (Past):  
 

Zechariah 4:3-4 NKJV “Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its 

left.” So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, “What are these, my 

Lord?”  
 

Zechariah 4:14 NKJV So he said, “These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of 

the whole earth.” 
 

 The passage from Zechariah is literal and speaks of Joshua and Zerubbabel. Just as these two 

witnesses were raised up to be lampstands or witnesses for God and were empowered by olive oil 

representing the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

My Two Witnesses (Future):  
 

The two witnesses are the confirmation of this prophetic declaration.  

They operate in the same power of the Anointing and are enabled to witness for 1,260 days in spite 

of the “beast” being released from the bottomless pit, all the demons tormenting and the rise of 



 

the Anti-Christ and Mark of the Beast.  
 

They witness with the POWER of Christ’s message (repentance) and have an abundant continual 

empowering from the Holy Spirit (as shown in Zechariah’s olive trees and oil lamps picture 

(Zechariah 4:2-3 and 4:14).  
 

The Identity of the Two Witnesses.  
 

Generally, if the two witnesses are identified with any two individuals from the past, the leading 

candidates are Elijah, Moses, or Enoch.  

Or they could simply be two believers ministering in the spirit and power of these great men, as 

John the Baptist went forth in the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17 and Matthew 7:12-13).  
 

WHY Enoch:  

Is one of the witnesses because he was carried up to heaven by God and never tasted death 

(Genesis 5:25).  

WHY Elijah:  

 His ministry is so similar to these two witnesses (2 Kings 1 and James 5:17-18).  

 He too was carried up to heaven (2 Kings 2:11). 

 Enemies of Elijah were destroyed by fire (2 Kings 1). 

 It is specifically prophesied that Elijah will return before the end of the age (Malachi 4:5-6). 

 Elijah had a unique “conference” with Jesus at the Mount of Transfiguration  

(Matthew 17:1-6).  

WHY Moses: 

 His ministry is also so close to these witnesses (Exodus 7:20-21). 

 God seems to have a special purpose for the body of Moses that Satan wanted to defeat 

(Jude 9). 

 The enemies of Moses were destroyed by fire (Numbers 16:35). 

 Moses had a unique “conference” with Jesus at the Mount of Transfiguration  

(Matthew 17:1-6).  
 

Enoch and Elijah also give a strong case as neither of them died a natural death and were carried 

to heaven, and Hebrews 9:27 says that it is appointed for men to die once – so if Enoch and Elijah 

return and are then killed they die on the earth.  
 

My Two Witnesses (Present):  
 

In the present context the Symbolic picture would be the Church as the “Witness” but witnessing 

about the TWO members of the Godhead operating on earth, which is what makes our “Witness 

Authentic”. 

If we will be witnesses, we must first have something to witness – This is our own personal encounter 

with Jesus Christ. Then, we must have the power of the Holy Spirit to bring forth the story of what we 

have witnessed effectively.  

Two aspects of a Christ-follower: being a witness and having a testimony. 



 

 

This passage illustrates the difference between being a witness and giving testimony.  

- Witness is not something we do; it is something we are.  

- Giving testimony is what a witness does.  
 

Revelation 11:4-6 NKJV And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and 

devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. These 

have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have 

power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they 

desire.”  
 

Supernatural Protection 

- The two witnesses have special protection from God.  

(Just as Moses and Elijah)  

- The two witnesses have the power to bring both drought and plague, similar to the power 

Elijah (James 5:17-18) and Moses (Exodus 7-12) had. �  
 

 Speaks to us today to exercise our Faith for protection and to be people of PRAYER.  
 

The Death of the Two Witnesses.  
 

Revelation 11:7-10 NKJV “When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the 

bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies 

will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord 

was crucified. Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies 

three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves. And those who dwell 

on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two 

prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.”  
 

The two witnesses are killed by the beast but their ministry is not cut short.  

They fully accomplish their task (when they finish their testimony).  
 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 NKJV “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 

give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”  
 

During the first three and one-half years, Jerusalem’s leadership is in league with the Antichrist, it is 

easy to see how these titles apply. Any city in love with the Antichrist, or entering into a covenant 

with him, could be called Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon.  
 

The earth saw and rejoiced over the deaths of the two witnesses. The fact that this is seen by all 

people, tribes, tongues, and nations is perhaps an oblique prophecy of modern mass media.  
 

It is amazing – and not far-fetched at all – to think of a live, worldwide broadcast on news channels 

and over the internet, “Live from Jerusalem,” and seeing the amazing scene described here taking 

place. (Tour de France – 3.5 billion viewers / The FIFA World Cup has 3.2 billion viewers) 


