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Religion?  
 

Advent is a season of preparation for and celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.  
 

It’s an invitation for us to step away from what can just be a crazy season of spending and buying 

into the commercial hype!  
 

And it’s good to have fun, be with family and be a blessing while resting!  
 

But what we can do is use it in a Faith-Filled way to commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ.  
 

Something I never knew before that it’s a time to reflect on the triumphant return of Jesus at the 

second coming. 
 

 The Second Coming” refers to the return of Jesus Christ as described in Revelation, Hebrews, the 

Gospels, and many other places throughout the Bible.  

The first time Jesus came to earth, He was only a baby. After His ministry on earth, crucifixion, and 

resurrection He returned to Heaven “to prepare a place” for His followers.  
 

John 14:1-3 NKJV “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My 

Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 

for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself;”  

 

But notice He also promises His Triumphant Return.  

 

I Thessalonians 4:15-18 NKJV “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive 

and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the 

Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always 

be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”  
 

The second coming of Christ is the blessed hope of the church; it’s the grand climax of the gospel.  
 

The almost complete fulfillment of most lines of prophecy, together with the present condition of 

the world, indicates that Christ’s coming is near.  
 

The time of that event has not been revealed, and we are therefore exhorted to be ready at all 

times. (Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:51-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 5:1-6; 2 

Thess. 1:7-10; 2:8; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 9:28; Rev. 1:7; 14:14-20; 19:11-21.)  

 

This is all well connected when we see the themes of ADVENT which are: 

 Hope 

 Peace 

 Joy 

 Love 

 Faithfulness!  
 



 

HOPE  
 

Colossians 1:26-29 NKJV “the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but 

now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the 

glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we preach, 

warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man 

perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me 

mightily.”  
 

v27 - Christ, Hope & Glory  
 

Hope & Glory, which impact our lives here on earth, come out of and are sustained through our 

Relationship with Christ.  
 

Here’s a powerful thought then:  

Whatever our need is today, no matter what we are facing whether it is physical, emotional, 

mental, social, or financial, JESUS wants to give you HOPE so you can experience His Glory.  

THIS HOPE & GLORY that will bring the solution is found in experiencing a greater (ongoing fuller) 

revelation of Jesus.  
 

Sometimes we study just to find answers about what to do (it’s a starting point) but we should study 

the Bible to see Jesus.  
 

He does not want us to read the Bible to find out what to do and what not to do.  

He wants us to study the Bible to see Him and all the things in the Scriptures concerning Himself. 

When you begin to see Jesus in every page of the Bible and to discover the hidden gems and 

truths about Jesus, the Bible comes alive and your Faith also comes alive in your heart.  
 

Luke 24:25-35 NKJV “Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that 

the prophets have spoken! v26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into 

His glory?” v27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning Himself. v28 “Then they drew near to the village where they were 

going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther.” v29 But they constrained Him, saying, 

“Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them. 

v30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke 

it, and gave it to them. v31 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished 

from their sight. v32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked 

with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” v33 So they rose up that very hour 

and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were with them gathered 

together, v34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” v35 And they told 

about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking 

of bread.”  
 

Jesus’ solution for those who are “foolish” and “slow of heart to believe” is for them to study the 

Bible to see more of Him.  
 

At the end of the disciples’ journey, the Bible says that they said to one another, “Did not our heart 

burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” 

(Luke 24:32).  



 

My friend, when Jesus is unveiled in the Scriptures, our hearts will burn within us with the warmth of 

His love.  

When Jesus is unveiled in all His magnificence:  

- The poor will experience provision 

- The weak will be made strong 

- The sick will be healed 

- The foolish will gain wisdom 

- Those already on the move gain momentum to make an impact!  
 

I pray that you will make it your priority to read the Word and hear preaching that unveils the 

beauty and grace of your Saviour Jesus.  
 

Your life, finances, marriage, and your entire household will be blessed beyond measure.  
 

JOHN 5:39 NLT “You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the 

Scriptures point to me!”  
 

So we see then there is a huge difference between Worldly natural hope and Biblical Hope…A Big 

Difference!  
 

Natural Hope is ok but it can also lead us to a false sense of security or disappointment.  

But Biblical Hope centered in Christ never disappoints.  
 

Romans 5:1-5 NKJV “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, 

knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  
 

That means if I’m getting disappointed it’s a red flag that I’m not receiving God’s hope!  
 

Christ in you brings with him the hope of all the glorious things to come. 
 

Here’s why His Hope never disappoints us:  
 

a. “The Holy Spirit seals us for the day of redemption  
 

Ephesians 4:30 NKJV “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 

day of redemption.”  
 

In other words, the Spirit’s presence in our hearts guarantees our ultimate salvation 

producing HOPE and impacts our words and how we treat others  
 

b. We know God loves us and is always on your side because of JESUS  
 

Romans 5:5 NKJV Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out 

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  
 

God’s Love lives on the inside of you, let it become real to you by seeing yourself as Jesus is. 

God called Jesus His beloved Son and that’s who you have become (accepted into the 

beloved)  



 

c. WE are in this world, but we are not of this world.  
 

John 17:16-18 NKJV “I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should 

keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them 

by Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 

world.” 
 

We have been accepted as citizens of God’s Kingdom in Heaven.  
 

d. God will continue to work in us until JESUS returns for us.  
 

Philippians 1:6 AMPC “And I am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a good 

work in you will continue until the day of Jesus Christ [right up to the time of His return], developing 

[that good work] and perfecting and bringing it to full completion in you.”  
 

This forward-looking guarantee of perfection keeps HOPE ALIVE (you may not be there yet, 

but stay on route) 
 

e. We will partake in the glory which is His resurrection - this is an eternal truth and a living reality. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:17-22 NKJV “And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then 

also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all men the most pitiable. But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the 

resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.”  
 

f. We have been given a heavenly inheritance that never fades or runs out.  
 

1 Peter 1:3-5 NKJV “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 

reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time.”  
 

This doesn’t mean you don’t have access yet, it’s available to you today, but it’s protected 

from the enemy in Heaven.  
 

g. We get to enjoy His Presence and the leadership of the Holy Spirit daily.  
 

Romans 8:14-17 NKJV “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you 

did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by 

whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.”  
 

We can experience God’s presence in our lives daily.  
 

Say to yourself: “The Lord is with me and I have His favour, blessings, and protection.” 
 

You are not trying to get into the secret place; you are already there in Christ. 

In Christ, you can’t get any closer to God. (You are seated as His right hand with Jesus) 



 

God is smiling at you right now, learn that’s how close you are to God today.  

Even if your feelings tell you that God is a million miles away, learn to trust His Word over your 

feelings. 

All you need to do is to utter the words “Father” or “Abba,” and immediately you will sense 

that He is closer than your own breath.  
 

h. God has promised to restore the earth to its original glory.  
 

Romans 8:19-21 NKJV “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing 

of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 

subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of 

corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”  
 

We have His Word, All this is set out for us over generations and 1000’s of years all connected and 

confirming that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s plan.  
 

Hebrews 6:18-20 NKJV “that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 

might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. This 

hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence 

behind the veil, where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest 

forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 

This hope is not a wishful thought, but the confident, expectant, joyful knowledge that we 

are being changed by God and will one day see Christ face to face, and are daily being 

transformed and conformed into His image. 
 

Hosea 2:15 NLT I will return her vineyards to her and transform the Valley of Trouble into a gateway 

of hope. She will give herself to me there, as she did long ago when she was young, when I freed 

her from her captivity in Egypt. 


