
 

Xmas Heroes Part 1 by Ps Larry Elliott 

Zacharias 
 

Prayer: Father please inspire us today, as we read Your Word help us to understand it clearly, 

may Your Holy Spirit reveal Jesus to us in a real way and change our lives as You help us to be 

more like Him. 
 

This Christmas holiday our theme is “Heroes” 
 

No book on earth has been talked about, debated, revered, loved and hated more than the 

Bible. 

It defines itself and is a book like no other; it remains the number one bestseller ever. 

66 books, one story all about one person.  

Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 

 He is the only super-hero and therefore the ultimate HERO. 

 The Bible has one main purpose - YOU 

 Here’s the thing - when we start to tell our story through Him everything changes. 
 

 Today we are looking at the life of Zacharias and how this ordinary individual became 

a hero of Christmas. 
 

Zacharias 
 

In looking at his life we are going to discuss three things: 
 

Disappointment / Doubt / Determination 
 

Luke 1:5-8 NKJV “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named 

Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 

Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 

ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and 

they were both well advanced in years. So it was, that while he was serving as priest before 

God in the order of his division, 
 

First let’s talk about the setting for this story; there has been a class consciousness in almost 

every culture in history. 
 

The Jewish culture of Jesus’ day was no exception. 

The upper class of that social structure consisted of the descendants of Aaron, the officiating 

priesthood. 

There were about 20,000 of them in and around Jerusalem at this time. 

 



 

Many of them were proud, overly indulgent, self-seeking men 

Religious only in their external duties that would impress other people. 
 

But there were a few who were different and among them was a priest named Zacharias. 
 

His life displays Humility, Obedience and Service in the Kingdom. 

He was a Leader in his community; they were living to please God. 
 

They were serving God from their hearts and did not even care about the status that went 

with the priesthood. 

They lived in some obscure village in the hilly region south of Jerusalem rather than, as the 

other priests, in the elite section of the city itself, or in Jericho, the luxurious city of the palms. 
 

They cared more about what God thought of them than what men thought. 
 

NB: If we want to build great relationships in our marriages and with each other, we must 

remember that the quality of our walk with God determines our ability to walk happily and 

harmoniously with each other. 
 

 Despite their excellent spirit and their heart for God, Zacharias and Elizabeth faced 

their share of challenges. 
 

Disappointment 
 

Being a Christian and serving God doesn’t mean we are exempt from circumstances 

and trouble or immune to disappointment. 

- Theirs was a big one - they were now in their 60’s and were unable to have children, 

because Elizabeth was barren 

- This was a huge one in the society they lived, as it was largely believed that barrenness 

was a sign of “disfavour” from God. 
 

Too poor to produce much or any fruit / showing no or little results or achievements / to 

be unproductive / unable to support the growth of crops / lacking in stimulation or 

ideas / to be dull 
 

- He could have actually divorced her and married someone else without any questions, 

as society completely accepted this as valid grounds for divorce. 
 

- But you know what he did instead - he worked through his disappointment, committed 

it to prayer and continued to serve in the house of God and be the spiritual leader of 

his home. 

 

 



 

 

Marriage is holy, 

Family is holy 

And relationships are the most important thing we have. 
 

God wants us to protect them 

 (if you have stayed and fought for your marriage, your children and good relationships 

you are a hero) 

 (If you haven’t then start today) 

 (If you couldn’t then trust God to help you work through that disappointment) 
 

You work through disappointment you don’t just forget about it or pretend it never 

happened, sometimes like Zacharias you live with it for a time and deal with it, but you 

don’t let it DEFINE you. 

Relationships: you either work through the disappointment of what someone has done 

or you work through the disappointment of a broken relationship. 
 

Romans 5:1-6 NKJV “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only that, but we also glory 

in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, 

character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God 

has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For when we were 

still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” 
 

What have people named you? 

What have you labelled yourself? 
 

Zacharias means “the Lord remembers.” 
 

Find God’s name for you (blessed, chosen, highly favoured, accepted in Christ) 
 

Joel Osteen: You must make a decision that you are going to move on. It won’t happen 

automatically. You will have to rise up and say, ‘I don’t care how hard this is, I don’t care how 

disappointed I am, I’m not going to let this get the best of me. I’m moving on with my life. 
 

Doubt 
 

Doubt: to withdraw or oppose / to hesitate, contend or to stagger. 
 

While we work through disappointment, we are often faced with an even greater enemy of 

our FAITH and that’s DOUBT. 
 

Luke 1:8-10 NKJV so it was that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his 



 

division, according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went 

into the temple of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at 

the hour of incense. 

 After Zacharias had committed his problem to God, he simply kept on with the job God 

had given him to do. 

 He did not stop praying and bail out or give up because his situation looked hopeless. 

And neither should we. 

 Remember our God is the God of the impossible 
 

Luke 1:11-17 NKJV Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of 

the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife 

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and 

gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and 

shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his 

mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will 

also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 

children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared 

for the Lord.” 
 

The day began with a great deal of excitement for Zacharias 
 

It was his turn to minister before the golden altar of incense in the Holy Place, possibly 

for the first time in his priestly service and probably the last. 

The priests had been divided into twenty-four courses by King David, and the order of 

Abijah, to which Zacharias belonged, was the eighth in line. 

Each course would be called to minister in the Temple on only two occasions during 

the entire year, each occasion lasting for one week. 

With nearly a thousand priests in each course, it becomes evident that entering the 

Holy Place and kindling the incense upon the golden altar was quite possibly a once-

in-a-lifetime experience. But this was Zacharias’ day. 

First he would choose two special friends to assist him. One would reverently remove 

the ashes from the previous evening’s sacrifice. 

Then the second would enter worshipfully and place new burning coals on the altar. 

Finally, Zacharias would enter the Holy Place alone, bearing the golden censer, and at 

the given signal he would spread the incense over the coals. 



 

As the incense kindled and a cloud of fragrance arose from the altar, the prayer of the 

worshipers outside would rise into the presence of God. 
 

It was a beautifully symbolic experience of worship. 

It’s amazing to think this whole experience happened in a moment of intimate worship 

and an encounter with God. (We mustn’t underestimate the power of worship and the 

privilege of worship) 

We have unreserved free access into God’s throne room whenever we want it. (We 

take it for granted) 
 

Luke 1:18-20 NKJV And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old 

man, and my wife is well advanced in years.” And the angel answered and said to him, “I am 

Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you 

these glad tidings. But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these 

things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own 

time.” 
 

Zacharias had continued in faith but this was just too much for him: 

 He blurts out his doubt and unbelief to the Angel, 

 We can learn from this that even after worship and a refreshing from God we need 

grace to practice the fruit of the spirit while we walk out our daily responsibilities. 

 Some would see this as God’s judgement but actually it was God’s grace working 

actively in the life of Zacharias so that he couldn’t say the wrong thing over God’s 

promise 

  The very fact he couldn’t speak was God’s daily confirmation of its reality 
 

 Doubt is the thief of God’s blessing in our lives. 

 It will rob us of God’s best for our lives 

 Jesus continually rebuked the disciples for their lack of belief 

 It wasn’t that they needed more power - they just needed to exercise their faith. 
 

"Even when we doubt, God believes in us and never gives up on us." Catherine Pulsifer 
 

Determination 
 

God delights in doing impossible things for us. 

It is so much easier to quit and run away from difficult circumstances, but that usually 

compounds the problem. 
 

That’s were DETERMINATION comes into PLAY! 

 



 

Determination: The quality or capacity to stay firm to your purpose / goal. 
 

All of us can be Heroes by showing determination in the midst of our disappointment and 

doubt. 
 

Zacharias stuck to his guns, he held fast to his belief that God can do the impossible. 
 

He trusted God and remained faithful to what God entrusted him to do. 
 

Luke 1:59-67 NKJV so it was, on the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the child; and 

they would have called him by the name of his father, Zacharias. His mother answered and 

said, “No; he shall be called John.” But they said to her, “There is no one among your relatives 

who is called by this name.” So they made signs to his father—what he would have him 

called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, “His name is John.” So they all 

marvelled. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, praising 

God. Then fear came on all who dwelt around them; and all these sayings were discussed 

throughout all the hill country of Judea. And all those who heard them kept them in their 

hearts, saying, “What kind of child will this be?” And the hand of the Lord was with him. Now 

his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
 

Henry Ford- “Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off your 

goal.” 
 

 They named their child John: which means “God is gracious” or “God shows favour” 

 It’s not because of what we deserve or how hard we try. 

 It’s His grace (favour) that makes the difference - that’s what brings us hope and helps 

us work through the disappointment and overcome the doubt and then gives us the 

determination to trust Him again. 
 

 Like Zacharias maybe your situation seems impossible, maybe you’ve been working 

through disappointment or struggling with some doubt. 

 It’s time to move on and start looking forward to the next thing GOD wants you to be 

part of. 

 Follow God’s plan for your life. 

BE A HERO and SHARE JESUS our GREATEST GIFT. 
 

Three Q&A 

 

1. What is God asking me to do with my life? 

 Don’t allow disappointment to stop or cloud you! 

 



 

 

2. What promise has JESUS giving me that is bringing me HOPE? 

 Don’t allow doubt to rob you of your faith! 

 

3. What action step can I take today? 

 Exercise your determination and don’t give up! 

 

Jesus is the ultimate Super-Hero 

 

John 10:10 NKJV “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 

come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 

 

Jesus is more than willing to meet us every single day with the freshness of His love even in our: 

- addiction, 

- pain, 

- loss or disappointment 

 

And offer us: 

- freedom, 

- peace, 

- joy  

- and a life of abundance. 

 


