
 

Be. Part 4 by Ps Larry Elliott 

Belong 
 

Three powerful Be words which help us to LIVE ON PURPOSE: Believe, Belong, Become 
 

We said we want to create a STORY board so everyone can follow and understand where we 

are going and how to get there. 
 

For that to happen: 

- WE must choose to BELIEVE GOD, 

- WE must know WE BELONG to JESUS 

- WE must be committed to BECOME more like Him. 
 

We looked at two of three significant statements about BELONGING: 

We ended last week on; B. We are Designed to Belong 
 

Romans 12:4-5 NKJV “For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not 

have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 

of one another.” 
 

 In CHRIST We Belong to GOD, but we also Belong to each other. 

 We Belong (As the Body) to the biggest organization in the World 

 But you have your own individuality and unique FUNCTION 

 You are on the WINNING Side, as we grow in this our Faith becomes RESOLUTE (we will 

succeed in the end) 
 

We are all both wonderfully needy & needed 
 

Ephesians 4:15-16 NKJV “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up (to enlarge & increase) 

in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— from whom the whole body, joined and knit 

together (to fit compactly together as one / fitly framed together in layers) by what every joint 

supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth 

of the body for the edifying of itself in love.” 
 

 We cannot be progressive or effective unless each of us take responsibility and DO our 

share! (If you can grasp this revelation: RIGHT HERE IS A STATEMENT THAT WILL BUILD YOUR 

LIFE & GIVE YOU SECURITY)  

           (to fully supply or bring nourishment / to contribute or add value or to minister) 

 However when we do SHARE, do our PART there are no LIMITS to what can be 

accomplished for God Kingdom. 

 STEP IT UP, take a risk, be vulnerable and show up as the part God DESIGNED you to be. 

 

We have seen: 

A. We Are Created to Belong 

B. We are Designed to Belong 

C. We must Pursue Belonging 

 

 



 

 Jesus takes our BELONGING to Him very seriously. 
 

Acts 9:3-5 NKJV Then Saul breathing out threats.... 

V3 “As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from 

heaven. Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting Me?” And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom 

you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”” 
 

 Paul encounters Jesus and is saved, but JESUS ASKS HIM, why are you persecuting ME? 

 We too should take our BELONGING SERIOUSLY  

 TO DO THIS, we must understand how the Kingdom works and what the King expects of 

us. 
 

John 15:1-3 NKJV ““I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 

(God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit have great care for their vineyard, they will Nurture, Trim and 

Defend it) 

V2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears 

fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. V3 “You are already clean because of the word 

which I have spoken to you.” 
 

1. INDIVIDUALLY BELONGING INVOLVES: 
 

 

A. Bearing FRUIT 

Prepare soil (heart) / Sow the seed / Nurture till harvest is ready. 
 

B. Removal of dead things 

Takes Away implies CUTS away: Eina pain / every good farmer knows to remove the remains of 

a old harvest to cut away what hasn’t yielded properly and to re-till the ground. 
 

C. Pruning of healthy things 

Less so but still an ugly phase of serving God / Bear / Awkward or uncomfortable  
 

D. More Fruit  

Are you been fruitful as a believer or are you “Just Saved” 
 

We flourish the best when we know who we BELONG to. 

We are most committed when we BELONG (willing to go the extra mile for each other). 
 

John 15:4-8 NKJV Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I am the vine, you are the 

branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 

nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they 

gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My 

words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father 

is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.” 

 



 

We BELONG TO GOD 

We BELONG TO HIS BODY 

We BELONG to each other 

 It’s TIME for our lives to bear more FRUIT... 

 

2. CORPORATELY Belonging Involves: 
 

 Learning to LOVE and be LOVED in Community with God toward each other. 
 

John 15:12-13 NKJV “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 
 

 Loving God is displayed through Worship, Fruitfulness, Obedience & Loving each other. 

 Loving each other is Displayed in the way we treat each other, JESUS says: “laying down 

our lives” 

  Okay, we may not literally lay down our lives for a friend, but we can lay aside our lives 

by giving: 

 Our time 

 Our ears, 

 Our compassion, and 

 Our energy for our friends. 

 

CORPORATELY Belonging involves: 
 

 Our fruit growing and remaining 
 

John 15:16 NKJV You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should 

go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My 

name He may give you.” 
 

CORPORATELY Belonging involves: 

Standing on Common Ground (We have the Same Daddy) and then Building our lives, Trusting 

God to help us BECOME FRUITFUL    
 

WE ARE BUILDING Christ’s LEGACY, PURSUING THE SAME VISION!!! 
 

This leads to: 
 

I Corinthians 1:10-13 NKJV “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that 

you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been 

declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are 

contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of 

Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 

Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” 

 



 

Good / Bad Ingredients to BELONG: 
 

1. Having Fun together 

 Jesus said I want your JOY to be full. 

 Having FUN is being ourselves but protecting our Unity and fighting for LOVE and 

HARMONY. 
 

2. Succeeding and failing together 

We all start from a different footing (it’s not just how high you’ve climbed, but from where 

you climbed) you don’t have to stay there. 
 

Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 

works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 

another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” 
 

3. Praying together 

 A Vital Ingredient to your BELONG Cake. 

 Those Pray together Stay together. 

 No Prayer on our lives personally and corporately is like Eggs without the salt or desert 

without sugar. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NLT “Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 

 

 Part of prayer is reflecting on my life and my relations with others (Have I got familiar with 

God and those in my life) 

Taking for granted and not respecting important boundaries etc 


