
 

Be. Part 7 by Ps Larry Elliott 

BE. The Wrap 

(Believe Belong Become) 
 

1 Corinthians 13:11 NKJV “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I 

thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” 
 

 It’s striking that Paul earlier in Chapter 3 identifies three signs of carnality: 

ENVY 

STRIFE 

DIVISIONS all of these originate in our thinking, understanding & speaking, which relates 

directly to this verse as well! 
 

Paul says I was a child, but then I BECAME a man, I put away childish things. (PAUL went 

through a TRANSITION.....& became a Man) 
 

I started saying things that were appropriate. (Mature people speak less and do more) 

I started understanding the Word of God & the will of God. (Mature believers listen & 

apply themselves to being sensitive to the Holy Spirit leading them & understanding 

God’s Word / Will) 

 

Psalms 32:8-11 NKJV “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide 

you with My eye. Do not be like the horse or like the mule, which have no understanding, 

which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, else they will not come near you. Many sorrows 

shall be to the wicked; but he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him. Be glad in the 

LORD and rejoice, you righteous; and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!” 
 

 I started thinking in line with the Word and Will of God. 

(Mature believers think about what they are thinking) 
 

Becoming Spiritually Mature is PROGRESSING IN my: 

 SPEAKING 

 UNDERSTANDING 

 THINKING 
 

Hebrews 5:11-14 AMPC “Concerning this we have much to say which is hard to explain, since 

you have become dull in your [spiritual] hearing and sluggish [even slothful in achieving 

spiritual insight]. For even though by this time you ought to be teaching others, you actually 

need someone to teach you over again the very first principles of God's Word. You have 

come to need milk, not solid food. For everyone who continues to feed on milk is obviously 

inexperienced and unskilled in the doctrine of righteousness (of conformity to the divine will in 

purpose, thought, and action), for he is a mere infant [not able to talk yet]! But solid food is for 

full-grown men, for those whose senses and mental faculties are trained by practice to 

discriminate and distinguish between what is morally good and noble and what is evil and 

contrary either to divine or human law.” 
 

What hinders our maturity and keeps us at Child level: 

 sin and wrong thinking, 



 

 not knowing and understanding God’s will, 

 emotional bruises not yet healed or addressed, (trauma /circumstance / hurt or failure) 

 allowing things to remain that are no longer appropriate for where I am in Christ, 

 disobedience to Holy Spirit’s Leadership, and not being faithful in an area of my life or 

ministry, 

 not letting go of our past or being willing to pay the price of growth and excellence. 
 

7 Marks of a Mature Believer 
 

1. The highs and lows of life don’t impact your relationship with God. 

Life can be a real rollercoaster ride up and down! 
 

There’s a consistency to your daily lifestyle that inspires others to trust GOD. 
 

2. You walk in the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT, IN PARTICULAR (PEACE), and so there’s a rhythm to 

your daily life. 
 

PEACE is that INWARD condition that makes you stable even when the storms are blowing 

against you. 

I’m RESTING NOT STRESSING..... 
 

3. You don’t let Discipline take a back seat to your feelings. 
 

Mature believers aren’t in a works program, but they are disciplined in their mindset and 

decisions. 

Their feeling follow rather than lead their responses. 

They have established Word-based VALUES to measure their life by, but they are also realistic 

and genuine. 
 

4. You put away CHILDISH things but keep your childlike awe of Jesus. 
 

1 Corinthians 14:20 NLT “Dear brothers and sisters, don’t be childish in your understanding of 

these things. Be innocent as babies when it comes to evil, but be mature in understanding 

matters of this kind.” 
 

We leave CHILDISH things but remain “CHILDLIKE” 
 

No matter what’s going on Jesus remains your Hero 

You receive His love and enjoy His goodness in your life. 
 

5. You stop comparing yourself to others. 
 

 You have accepted yourself and can embrace and celebrate your individuality, talents 

(even 1) and gifts 

 This brings a thankfulness and gratitude to everything you are busy with. 

 But your individuality isn’t your excuse to not address the issues you do have. 
 

6. You listen to others who have a different viewpoint… with the goal of growing and not 

correcting. 
 

You are humble and teachable 
 

You listen to others because you really are interested, NOT so you can trump them with your 



 

comeback or display your superior attitude (knowledge) 

You want to learn and hear what others are thinking and doing. 
 

7. Your heart breaks for the things that Christ died for (Christianity doesn’t have an ON/Off 

button) 
 

You keep your heart tender, open and in love with JESUS, after all He is the one who gives us 

every good gift to enjoy  

 

COLOSSIANS 3:23 AMP “Whatever you do [whatever your task may be], work from the soul 

[that is, put in your very best effort], as [something done] for the Lord and not for men,” 

 

BELIEVE: 

In Jesus (and others) 

Water baptism 

Holy Spirit Baptism 

Complete Firm foundations 

 

BELONG: 

Partner with us to fulfil God’s vision for Rhema 

Commit to attending the 3 other SOAR Discipleship College terms as you continue to grow, 

discover your talents and excel in your Leadership. 

 

BECOME: 

A true follower of Christ 

A volunteer in the House serving with your time, treasure and talent 

A great leader in God’s Kingdom 

 

 God wants us to make the effort and invest in ourselves - in personal and spiritual 

improvement. 

 

2 PETER 3:18 AMP “but grow [spiritually mature] in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be glory (honour, majesty, splendour), both now and to the day of 

eternity. Amen.” 

 

 God wants you to develop skills and educate yourself so that you can BECOME the kind 

of person He has shaped you to be. 

 

Proverbs 23:23 MSG “Buy truth — don’t sell it for love or money; buy wisdom, buy education, 

buy insight” 


