
 

BRAVE by Gilda Smith 
 

So if Esther was created for that time, to save a nation, do you believe you were created 

for this time, the time you are in now? 

Esther needed to be brave and Mordecai needed a plan. 

I believe we are and that we are exactly where God wants us to be. 
 

Knowing this we need a Vision.   

I would like to encourage you today to seek out the vision God has for your life. 
 

WHAT IS A VISION EXACTLY? 

- the ability to see with our natural sight or our eyesight.  What we see when our eyes 

are open. 

-  an idea or a mental image of something. The pictures we see when we close our 

eyes 
 

Helen Keller said “The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but no vision” 
 

Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) Where there is no vision, the people perish; …… 

 
 

HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT THE VISION IS? 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)  For, I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
 

- What is the good plan?   

Perhaps it is those dreams that we have had since we were little.    

Dreams and desires – those things you wish and long for.   

- What is it God has called you to do?   

It could be something that just comes naturally to you.  Something you are good at. 
 

Another meaning of the word vision is the ability to think about or plan the future with 

imagination or wisdom. 

 

WHAT SHOULD WE DO WITH THE VISON? 
 

Habakkuk 2:2 (AMP)  And the Lord answered me and said, Write the vision and engrave it 

so plainly upon tablets that everyone who passes may [be able to] read [it easily and 

quickly] as he hastens by. 
 

Habakkuk 2:2 (MSG) And then God answered: “Write this. Write what you see. Write it out 

in big block letters so that it can be read on the run. 
 

Here is our instruction – 

- Write it down 

- Make it plain 

- Easy to read for everyone who passes by, Even if they are hurrying past. 
 

When we write something down it is more committed to our memory. 

When we can see it in front of us every day then we are able to keep it alive.   

We are also able to keep praying over it.  Your chance of success increases by 98% when 



 

written down, when you put your dreams and goals in writing.  
 

Do you know we think in pictures not in words?  

There is a powerful example of this in Genesis where Abram was given a vision.  A clear 

picture by God. 

Genesis 15:5 (AMP) And He brought him outside [his tent into the starlight] and said, look 

now toward the heavens, and count the stars – if you are able to number them.  Then He 

said to him, so shall your descendants be. 
 

God brought him outside, got him to look up – a picture of the night sky – to see the stars 

up in the heavens.  Every time Abram looked up at that picture he would be reminded, 

plainly of his descendants how many there would be ….     Perhaps he needed a visual 

because he was already old and didn’t think he could still have children ….  He could 

gaze up every night and was able to see a visual of what God showed him. 
 

Print out pictures to be able to see where you are heading.  Get some pictures from 

magazines. 
 

Why? 

 

SO YOU CAN KEEP IT BEFORE YOUR EYES 
 

Proverbs 4:20 – 21 (AMPC) My son, attend to my word; consent and submit to my sayings. 

Let them not depart from your sight; keep them in the centre of your heart 
 

You need to see where you are heading before you can start taking steps toward it 

You need a target to build towards 

You will produce toward the images you keep before your eyes 
 

You become what you behold – a principle from the word of God. 

Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) For as he thinks in his heart, so is he  

You become what you think about?  What are you thinking about? 

Get serious about the plans that you know God has told you about.   
 

If it’s for a car.  Get a picture of the car.  Get the prices so you know how much you need 

for it If it’s to get out of debt.  Find out exactly how much you owe.  Write it down and start 

working towards it.  It’s not going to go away by itself.  You will need a plan 

Keep it where you can see it every day. Keep the image in front of you - In the kitchen, 

bathroom wherever you are going to see it consistently 

You become what you behold 

 

WHY DO WE NEED A VISION BOARD? 
 

It is a plan, a map, a direction for us to follow. A vision will keep you moving forward 

towards the end goal 

Just as you need a Google map to find an address we need a visual image to keep us on 

the path to getting things accomplished. 

How many times do we wait for the New Year to make our new resolutions?   And by the 

second or third week we have forgotten what promises we made and we usually just give 

up.  We go back to doing what we were doing before ……  No change takes place! 



 

 

WHAT DOES A VISION BOARD LOOK LIKE? 
 

It can be a personal one.  Can be a family one.  A business one. As elaborate as you 

want it to be or as simple.   Make it personal 

Usually 10 priorities with number 1 being the most important. Be specific.  How much and 

by when. Include pictures. 

 

Now is the time to take hold of those dreams, commit them to paper  

On the blank page write:  

List your top 10 goals, visions and dreams  

Write down as they come into your mind.  Zone in and close your eyes for a minute or so 

and focus on your situations.  Write down as many as you can. 

Think ……. Dream …….. Imagine ………… 

It may not be easy at first but persevere and don’t give up! 

If you don’t have anything in particular or perhaps you just can’t see past a blank screen 

let us ask God.   

James 1:5-6 (NIV) If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously 

to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must believe 

and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed 

by the wind 

Matthew 7:7-8 (NIV) Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you for everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and 

to the one who knocks the door will be opened. 
 

God gives us the desires of our heart. He put the desires there. Ask God for opportunities 

 

There are two things that go hand in hand with your vision: 

- Being thankful.  

Gratitude = blessings   

This one thing could be delaying your dreams 

Be thankful and say so! Be grateful in everything. Enter His gates with thanksgiving 

and His courts with praise. A grateful heart is a magnet for miracles 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (AMP) Thank [God] in everything [no matter what the 

circumstances may be, be thankful and give thanks], for this is the will of God for 

you [who are] in Christ Jesus [the Revealer and Mediator of that will]. 

Psalm 100:4 (AMP) Enter into His gates with thanksgiving and a thank offering and 

into His courts with praise! Be thankful and say so to Him, bless and praise His name! 
 

Appreciation is the number one motivator  

Eph 5:20 (NIV) Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

- Stop complaining.   

Stop murmuring. Complaining is a thief and it will rob you of your peace, your joy 

and reaching your goals and your visions. 

Complain and remain.  You will stay exactly where you are 



 

When you complain you just open the door for the enemy to come into your life.  

STOP!  

Lift up your hands and give thanks and praise so you can open the door to 

progress. 

Just stop complaining - God does not respond to complaining.    
 

IF YOU WANT TO STOP PROGRESS IN YOUR LIFE, COMPLAIN.   

Be grateful in everything.  Appreciation is the #1 motivator.   

Your vision is connected to your gratitude and a thankful heart.  Be thankful and 

say so to God out loud, constantly – all the time.  Stop Grumbling.   

A grateful heart is a magnet for miracles. 
 

Read up Jehosophat’s battle of how God fights the battles of those who praise in 2 

Chronicles 20:21-23.  
 

Lord my eyes are on you the battle is the Lords, the victory is yours. 

Expressing gratitude gives you strength. 

 

 

CHOOSE YOUR WORDS WISELY WHEN YOU SPEAK 

Look at it every day and pray over it every day.  Speak the word of God over it 

If you want to know where your life is headed, listen to the words that are coming out of 

your mouth.   

You listen to your own self more than anyone else…   

What you repeatedly hear, you will eventually believe.  So if you change what you’re 

saying you will change what you’re seeing. 

 

- Be careful who you share your dreams with.  Not everyone will have the same 

enthusiasm as you and they may talk you out of your dream.   

Joseph told his brothers of his dreams and they threw him in a pit ……. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

There is so much to do. You are important to God, so valuable.  You are His hands and 

feet.  You have potential just like Esther.  Believe what His word says about you.  Don’t 

discount it.  You are so valuable to Him. A precious gem. 

You will never leave where you are until you see where you’d rather be - Terri Savelle Foy 

Helen Keller also said “I thank God for my handicaps, for through them, I have found 

myself, my work and my God” 

You are going to have to take action and go after your dreams 

Never stop and settle when God has more for your life 

You are not going to have everyone believing in your dreams and that your dreams are 

possible.  God hasn’t told others of your dream.  It is exactly that …. It’s YOUR dream 

Do what God has for you in your life.  Don’t settle for less.   

 

 


