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Philippians 2:3-11 NIV Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 

consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 

Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Here’s our vision principle - Holy Ambition …Holy ambition, its righteous, honorable, heavenly 

ambition. It’s Godly. 
 

Ambition is an interesting thing. It is rooted in desire. It means to have a strong desire for 

achievement or success.  

Every visionary I know, every vision that has ever come to pass, has come as a result of 

ambition.  
 

And here’s the thing – ambition in and of itself isn’t wrong, it’s when you add that word in 

front of it – “selfish” – that’s when it becomes wrong. Remember what it says in verse 3 – Do 

nothing out of selfish ambition.  
 

The Apostle Paul was ambitious…In fact, he talks about his ambition in Chapter 3 of 

Philippians (verses 5-6). I mean he went around the world and built churches in some of the 

toughest places. Romans – I make it my ambition… 
 

Jesus chose and called ambitious men, the disciples. You probably remember that story in 

the Bible, when a few of Jesus’ disciples were arguing among themselves about who was 

the greatest. It’s pretty interesting, because Jesus didn’t correct them for wanting to be 

great. In fact, He showed them a formula for greatness – SERVING PEOPLE. Helping people. 

Instead of pushing to get to the top and the front of the line, instead, humble yourself and 

help other people.  
 

So, let’s apply this to VISION. If the Bible says DO NOTHING OUT OF SELFISH AMBITION, then 

this means, anything we do, including having a vision for our life, can’t be self-seeking. In 

other words, it can’t be all about you. If we want God to breathe on our life and move our 

life forward, then our vision has to be focused on making a difference for others. 
 

Here’s a powerful Kingdom principle – if your vision can be about helping other people and 

through your vision God gets the glory…through that vision coming to pass God will change 

a lot of lives and in the process He will reward you more than you could ever imagine.  
 

Holy ambition = building something great while helping others, honoring God and staying 

humble. 

 



 

Building something great… 
 

Build something great - a great life, a great family, a great business, a great church, great 

kids… 
 

Please don’t waste your life on average and ordinary. Work hard. Put forth some effort. Build 

something great. The Bible says in Ecclesiastes 3:11 that God has set eternity in the hearts of 

men. The AMP says a divinely implanted sense of purpose… – everyone has received that. In 

other words, we were created for greatness and significance. When you really get that, it 

helps you not sell yourself short. When you realize how valuable you are, it keeps you from 

pawning yourself off to anyone or anything.  
 

While helping others… 
 

Look at verse 4 again… Philippians 2:4 – Each of you should look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. 
 

OK, so you have to take care of yourself because the best gift you can give to your family 

and friends is a healthy you. Right?  

You can’t give what you don’t have. But, while you are building something great, you need 

to be helping other people. While you’re building a great life, you are building the lives of 

the people around you. While you’re building a great family, you’re helping other families. 

While you’re building a great business, you’re building the church and feeding hungry 

children and helping other people.   
 

Let’s finish our definition… 
 

Holy ambition = building something great while helping others, honoring God and staying 

humble. 
 

Honouring God… 
 

Look at that last line of Philippians chapter 2, the last line, the bottom line… 
 

Philippians 2:11 - …to the glory of God the Father. 

The Bible uses this analogy of a field…  
 

 Work hard – sow good seed, believe for rain, pull the weeds, manage the soil. 

 Take in the harvest for you and your family. 

 Leave the edges for those that are in need. 

 Honour God with the tithe.  
 

Staying Humble… 
 

Ah yes, humility! Not thinking too highly of yourself. In fact, this passage has the word humility 

twice – that’s how important it is.  
 

Philippians 2:3 - …in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
 

Then it talks about how Jesus made himself nothing, taking on the very nature of a servant. It 

actually says HE HUMBLED HIMSELF. This is something WE DO – we should keep ourselves 

humble. 
 

 



 

Here’s the thing – God’s grace is the fuel we need to accomplish what He has called us to 

accomplish. And that grace comes in great supply when we are humble. When we start 

thinking it’s all about me and we did this and if it wasn’t for me…that pride starts choking the 

grace and things start getting harder and harder.  
 

Holy ambition = building something great while helping others, honoring God and staying 

humble. 
 

Philippians 4:13-19 – 13I can do everything through him who gives me strength. I love how the 

Amplified says it…  

“I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [I am ready for anything and equal 

to anything through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; I am self-sufficient in Christ’s 

sufficiency].”  Look at verse 14… 14Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.  
 

I love how Paul starts the section off…He is talking about contentment and making it through 

difficult seasons and he makes that great declaration. Come on, how many times have we 

quoted this… “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” 

But then the very next verse starts with YET… He says, I can make it with the strength God 

provides - YET it was so good to get your help! And he gets personal, he says, you are the 

only church that supported me. This church in Philippi had the revelation of giving. Look at 

it… 
 

15Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, 

when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and 

receiving, except you only; 16for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again 

and again when I was in need. 17Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what 

may be credited to your account. 18I have received full payment and even more; I am 

amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a 

fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19And my God will meet all your 

needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

Let’s be honest, to build something great it will take great resources.  
 

It is going to take generosity and sacrifice.  
 

And here’s what Paul says and what the Bible says about financial investment... 

 
 

1. Money is a Tool 

Money takes on the nature of the person who is holding it. Money is not good or evil in and 

of itself.  A lot of people have misquoted that famous verse saying, “…Money is the root of 

all evil…” But it actually says THE LOVE of money is the root of all evil. That’s a big difference. 

Jesus actually said that money is a terrible master but it can be an effective servant.   
 

In our hands as believers, money is a tool to help people, to move the Kingdom of God 

forward. 
 

In this passage Paul thanks the Philippians for the money they sent – their money totally 

sustained him. It was a tool. Just think of the significance. This guy wrote 2/3 of the New 

Testament. They totally helped build churches around the world because they supported 

Paul.  
 



 

2. Money is a Test 

Paul says right here…I’m not bringing all this up because I’m looking for a gift…I am actually 

thinking about you because there is an account in heaven with your name on it… 
 

Think about that. When you are generous and support Kingdom activities and the 

advancement of God’s Kingdom…it’s deposited in your account in heaven. Jesus said 

don’t lay up treasures on earth…it will rust, moths will eat it, thieves will steal it…No, Jesus 

said, lay up treasures in heaven.  
 

 Money is a test of your commitment to God.  

 Money is a test of your loyalty. 

 Money is a test of your trust.  
 

And God even says… “Test me” with your money.  
 

Malachi 3:10 NIV Test me in this and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven 

and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 

 
 

3. Money is a Trademark 
 

The way you handle your money shows whom you belong to.  
 

You know that little TM that you see next to a logo, that means that logo belongs to 

someone. 
 

And Paul closes this book of Philippians, giving them that massive promise…that verse that 

we quote all the time…He tells them because you have been generous and have freely 

given and invested your finances…My God will supply everything you need! 
 

Because you belong to Him and because your money belongs to Him, He will always make 

sure that you have everything that you need.  
 

The Bible says that we should give in proportion to what we’ve received. That means we 

look back over the last 12 months… Stop and think about what God has done in your life. 

This is more than just your income…relationships, opportunities, favor. Think about how good 

God has been! 
 

But then, there’s something else we do… Not only do we look back, but then we look 

forward. And we think about our vision. What are we hoping God will do in our life the next 

12 months and we sow toward the future. We sow where we want to go.  
 

The Holy ambition to move God’s kingdom forward requires money.  Do let your money 

master you.  Let it be a tool in your hands to make a difference in the world you live in. 


