
 

Rejoice by Ps Larry Elliott 

Christmas 
 

This day changes everything; because of JESUS once you are SAVED everyday is Christmas. 

 

Today is like a Landmark or a memorial (a reminder) 

 

Regardless of our upbringing, shortcomings, pain or circumstances, because of CHRIST 

Christmas is a time for Rejoicing. 
 

Paul went even beyond this and brought even a deeper truth in regard to REJOICING.... 

 

Philippians 4:4 NKJV “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” 

 

Paul wrote this letter in AD 61 to thank the Philippians Church for the support. Scholars 

acknowledge he has a closer relationship with this church than any other (close partnership) 

and shares this intimate revelation with them (and therefore us) 

 

The dominant theme of this letter is “Triumphant Joy” Regardless of One’s Situation. 

 

Paul, though in prison, was happy and calls on all of us to continue in “REJOICING” always 

 

NOW, Paul learnt this from serving JESUS, Jesus was more than an example or mentor to Paul, 

Jesus was his LIFE. 

 

AMP: (Delight and take pleasure in...) 

 

Philippians 4:4 TPT “Be cheerful with joyous celebration in every season of life. Let joy 

overflow, for you are united with the Anointed One!” 

 

We can find many VALUABLE reasons for the believer to REJOICE, because it’s not just a 

surface thing or pretending, it’s an inward characteristic! 
 

You may automatically go the Nehemiah 8:10 the joy of the Lord is my strength. 

Question: WHY 

 

Hebrews 3:6 NKJV “but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold 

fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.” 

 

I believe we have struck the heart of the power of “REJOICING” 
 



 

Hold fast: (Katecho) to hold fast, keep secure, keep firm possession of..... 
 

Confidence: (Parrhesia) all out spokeness, frankness or assurance (to speak frankly) 
 

Thayer Greek Lexicon Definition: 

1. freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech 

a) openly, frankly, i.e without concealment 

b) without ambiguity or circumlocution 

c) without the use of figures and comparisons 

2. free and fearless confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, assurance 
 

Rejoicing: (Kauchema) To Boast in a good sense (to glory with reason) 
 

Hope: (Elpis) A joyful and confident expectation of eternal salvation 

 

Affect the atmosphere with God’s Presence through “REJOICING”  

you are changing the atmosphere and creating a “Culture” of Victory in your life and 

around you. 

 

2 Chronicles 20 

 

The Bible Project - Word Study (Chara) Joy  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvOhQTuD2e0 

 

Psalms 100:2 NKJV “Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.” 

TPT: “As you serve him, be glad and worship him. Sing your way into his presence with joy!” 

 

REJOICING is celebrating and honouring God and it brings you into His Presence, 

BUT when we are continually SAD we begin to get discouraged and start to complain you 

SHIFT our focus to what the enemy is doing. 

 

James (Jacob) 5:13 TPT “Are there any believers in your fellowship suffering great hardship 

and distress? Encourage them to pray! Are there happy, cheerful ones among you? 

Encourage them to sing out their praises!” 

 

CHEER is a combination of JOY and GRATITUDE 

 

So “Rejoicing” includes living with a THANKFUL HEART. 

 

You will find you cannot remain joyful without being thankful and you cannot be thankful 

without being CHEERFUL. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvOhQTuD2e0


 

John 6:11 He took the loaves and when He has given THANKS... 
 

Jesus feeds the multitude - the key to this miracle was faith in God, but, also thanksgiving 

helps us stay focused on Him and not what we don’t have 
 

Luke 17:11-19  The story of the 10 Lepers 
 

Luke 17:17-19 KJV “And Jesus answering said, were there not ten cleansed? But where are 

the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. And he 

said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 
 

When we choose to LIVE in SADNESS (unthankful) and SPEND OUR TIME WITH disappointment 

about bad stuff that has happened, it draws our hearts towards unbelief and our HEARTS 

become HARDENED. 
 

When you develop a “Hardened Heart” in your life, you are losing spiritual ground, SO BY 

CHOOSING TO REJOICE, you can begin to focus on the opportunities that are still available 

to you. 
 

Proverbs 28:14 AMPC “Blessed (happy, fortunate, and to be envied) is the man who 

reverently and worshipfully fears [the Lord] at all times [regardless of circumstances], but he 

who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.” 
 

The science and medical profession agree with the BIBLE, that A SPIRIT OF REJOICING and 

GRATITUDE are one of the healthiest of all human emotions. 

 

Think about it: if you live with a joyful and grateful heart before Jesus, it elevates your spirit 

and counteracts any toxic, negative emotions that try to drag you under. 

 

PHILIPPIANS 1:21 AMP “For to me, to live is Christ [He is my source of joy, my reason to live] 

and to die is gain [for I will be with Him in eternity].” 

 

Psalm 92:1-4 NKJV “It is good to give thanks to the LORD, and to sing praises to Your name, 

O Most High; to declare Your loving-kindness in the morning, and Your faithfulness every 

night, on an instrument of ten strings, on the lute, and on the harp, with harmonious sound. 

For You, LORD, have made me glad through Your work; I will triumph in the works of Your 

hands.” 

 

Psalm 92:12–15 NKJV “The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, he shall grow like a cedar 

in Lebanon. Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our 

God. They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing, to declare that 

the LORD is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.” 


