
 

Spiritual Passion Part 1 by Ps Larry Elliott 
 

Intro: Heroes of Spiritual Passion 

Stephen 

David 
 

Billy Graham 

Peter Pretorius 
 

JESUS: 

Acts 1:3a KJV “To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion..... 
 

Romans 12:11 NIV “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” 
 

Romans 12:11 TPT “Be enthusiastic to serve the Lord, keeping your passion toward him boiling 

hot! Radiate with the glow of the Holy Spirit and let him fill you with excitement as you serve 

him.” 
 

Romans 12:11 KJV “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;” 
 

He’s not just talking about on a Sunday, he’s saying in our everyday life... 
 

In Jeremiah 48:10 AMP “A curse on him who is slack in doing the Lord's work!” 
 

It’s not about been unrealistically Excited all the time and it’s definitely not about being false or 

pretending... 
 

Spiritual Passion: 

 Is a heart that pursues and loves serving Jesus, 

 One that desires and pursues His will for their Lives and 

 LONGS to see others WHOLE and doing well. 

 

Proverbs 19:2 Holmans Bible Zeal without knowledge is not good and he who makes haste 

misses the mark... 

(one translation refers to ZEAL as having REVELATION KNOWLEDGE... 

 

Things that diminish our Spiritual Passion 

 

A. The Drained Condition 
 

Luke 8:46 NKJV “But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from 

Me.”” 
 

Drained: to run out, leaving it empty or dry and deprived of strength, vitality or energy 

 



 

We get drained because of what we have been putting out and giving away. 

Not just spiritually but physically and emotionally 
 

Elijah and Jezebel in 1 Kings 18:24, 29, 36-37 

 8 generations before Christ 

 Northern Kingdom had 20 Kings and they were all evil and never sought God 

 AHAB was the chief of them all, inspired by Jezebel, Israel was being pulled deep into Idol 

worship 

 It creates an Atmosphere of Negativity and oppression 

 

I Kings 19:3-4 NKJV “And when he saw that, he arose and ran for his life, and went to Beersheba, 

which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the 

wilderness, and came and sat down under a broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and 

said, “It is enough! Now, LORD, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!” 
 

I Kings 19:7 NKJV And the angel of the LORD came back the second time, and touched him, 

and said, “Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you.” 

 

 

B. The Dried-Out Condition 

 

Psalms 63:1 NKJV “O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh 

longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.” 
 

If something is dried out it implies all the water has Dried up. 
 

The Empty tank effect. 
 

Unlike being Drained, we get Dried-Out not because of what we are giving out, but because of 

what we are not putting in. 

 

Amos 8:11 NKJV ““Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord GOD, “That I will send a famine 

on the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD.” 
 

Psalms 32:3-4 NKJV “When I kept silent, my bones grew old through my groaning all the day 

long. For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me; my vitality was turned into the drought 

of summer. Selah” 

 

 

C. The Distorted Condition 

 

Define: pulled or twisted out of shape; contorted. 



 

Giving a misleading or false account or impression; to misrepresent 
 

Genesis 13:10 NKJV “And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well 

watered everywhere (before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the 

LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar.” 
 

Not assessing and evaluating things correctly. 

Not remaining HUMBLE 

Gavin’s illustration (Larry’s Thermometer) the HIGHER OUR HUMILITY THE GREATER OUR 

SPIRITUAL PASSION 
 

James 4:7-10 MSG “So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him 

scamper. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time. Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your 

inner life. Quit playing the field. Hit bottom, and cry your eyes out. The fun and games are over. 

Get serious, really serious. Get down on your knees before the Master; it’s the only way you’ll get 

on your feet.” 

 

 

D. The Devastated Condition 

 

Define: To experience severe and overwhelming shock or grief. 
 

II Corinthians 1:8-9a NKJV “For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble 

which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we 

despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves... 
 

 Sometimes life doesn’t play along! 

  We find ourselves floored by an event, a situation or a trial. 
 

II Corinthians 1:9b-10 NKJV …that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the 

dead, who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will 

still deliver us,” 

 

Things that will Restore our Spiritual Passion 

 

These things that diminish our spiritual passion can intimidate us or leave us feeling defeated and 

deflated 

The fatigue that comes from people that drain us and a fallen world that tries to dominate us. 

The exhaustion that comes from fighting spiritual battles needs to be placed in context to the 

Almighty God of all strength and power. 

We need to know that there’s a SAFE PLACE for us to run and hide. 



 

Some Practical Wisdom 

1. Recognize and Acknowledge 

2. Decide and Trust 

3. Remember you are a spirit, you have a Soul and live in a human body (that’s fallen). 

 

 

The Sanctuary 

 

Psalms 73:2 NKJV “But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; my steps had nearly slipped. 
 

Psalms 73:17 NKJV Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I understood their end.” 

 

Define: refuge or safety from pursuit, persecution, or other danger. 
 

mik-dawsh', mik-ked-awsh'   
 

A consecrated thing or place, especially a palace, sanctuary (hallowed part, holy place) 
 

Personal and Corporate and Fellowship. 
 

It’s where we find His PRESENCE. 

(HIS GLORY CHANGES THE ATMOSPHERE....) 
 

[Testimony of guys giving Ps Giet a lift home last week at the Garage] 
 

Acts 3:19 NKJV “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that 

times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

 

 Worship 

 Stir yourself up, 

 Listen to the Word, 

 Pray in the Spirit. 

 

Psalm 63:2-4 MSG “So here I am in the place of worship, eyes open, drinking in your strength and 

glory. In your generous love I am really living at last! My lips brim praises like fountains. I bless you 

every time I take a breath; My arms wave like banners of praise to you. 

 

Psalm 63:5-8 MSG I eat my fill of prime rib and gravy; I smack my lips. It’s time to shout praises! If 

I’m sleepless at midnight, I spend the hours in grateful reflection. Because you’ve always stood 

up for me, I’m free to run and play. I hold on to you for dear life, and you hold me steady as a 

post.” 

 

 



 

The Night Room 
 

Rest 
 

Hebrews 4 speaks about entering the REST (spiritual rest that doesn’t strive to always be perfect 

but rests in Christ’s finished work and is at peace with God and the world) 

But practically it would include physical and Soul rest (recreation / sleep / fun / eating) 

Un-string your bow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


