
 

The Kingdom Part 6 by Ps Larry Elliott 

First 
 

Matthew 6:33 NKJV “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 

shall be added to you.” 
 

We see here what scholars refer to as covenant talk;”If you will put God's interests first in your life, 

He will guarantee your future needs. 

If you seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, then I will see that you never lack the 

necessities of life.” 
 

Matthew 6:33 AMPC “But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His 

righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be 

given you besides.” 
 

Matthew 6:33 TPT “So above all, constantly chase after the realm of God’s kingdom and the 

righteousness that proceeds from him. Then all these less important things will be given to you 

abundantly.” 
 

Notice the priority and value placed on His “Presence” 
 

SEEK: is ultimately Worship, but! 

 it includes an inquiring out of necessity 

 a desire for 

 to demand of 

 to request as a favour 

 an urgent search for something not seen 
 

MATTHEW 6:33 AMP “But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His 

righteousness [His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all 

these things will be given to you also.” 
 

So it’s WORSHIPPING Him: 

 intimacy with Jesus 

 and putting His Kingdom interests first 

 and doing what’s right (letting His Righteousness {God’s Character} become yours 
 

God’s Principle of “First” 
 

It seems that God definitely places priority on those who do the same in response to Him 
 

 God lays claim to all the first things. 

 We see it consistently in Scripture and already seeing Jesus confirming it here in  

Matthew 6:33 



 

But the firstborn of the animals, ... it is the Lord’s, according to Leviticus 27:26 
 

It establishes 4 important principles that apply to His Kingdom Function: 

a) The first produces the next (the root and then the fruit) 

b) The first represents the Total (when God told Moses to send the leaders to spy their new 

land (12) they represented the Total Nation) 

c) The first protects the rest (God asks for our Tithe (10%- the first fruit of our labour releases 

protection and blessing on the rest 90%) 

d) The first redeems the rest. (Jesus died once for everyone and became the perfect 

sacrifice as a lamb to redeem the world from sin. Romans 8:29 says Jesus is the first born 

among many brethren. 
 

So this is something we want to get right, We want to FIRST be SEEKING Him and His 

righteousness! 
 

Luke 10:38-42 NKJV “Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a 

certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, 

who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with much serving, 

and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve 

alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, 

you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen 

that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”” 
 

Mary has CHOSEN That GOOD PART 

It was her choice and she took it: 

 Mary wanted to receive Christ’s Love 

 She was interested in His Kingdom 

 She had Chosen to be a Christ-Follower 

 She wanted to give up her time and affections to receive from Him. 
 

JESUS refuses to take that away and in that confirms this Powerful Spiritual Truth. 
 

What in our LIVES is “Distracting” us today from SEEKING Him FIRST? 
 

WHAT is holding you back from going all out in your Worship of Jesus! 
 

Very often Martha gets the bad rap here, but we can learn so much from both Mary and Martha 

in this encounter with JESUS. 

So as we look at the M&M’s in this Story and determine to identify ourselves and our situations 

and see how we can start putting FIRST things FIRST. 
 

1. Hospitality is always in style 

We must commend Martha on this one, she generously opens her home to Jesus. She realizes 



 

she now has at least 13 guests plus her family to cater for and she starts to panic. 

I’ve got to clean up, set out the cutlery, boil the water, cook the meal, I need help, where’s 

Mary? 

But let’s remember Martha was the one that opened the door and WELCOMED the Messiah. 
 

MARTHA: 

i. She received Jesus (Luke 10:38) 

ii. She served Jesus (Luke 10:40; John 12:2) 

iii. She was the first to go to Him when she was in need (John 11:20, John 11:30) 

iv. She had a strong faith in Him (John 11:21-22) 

v. She believed in physical resurrection and eternal life (John 11:23-27) 

vi. She confessed Jesus to be the Christ and God’s Son (John 11:27) 

vii. She carried Christ’s message to others 
 

Being Friendly and Serving is an open the door to sharing and caring; and ultimately evangelism 

for the Kingdom. 

 

2. Comparison is always out of Style 

Martha has done a great thing, but she took her eyes off Jesus and got them on SELF and then 

onto her Sister. She started Comparing: I’m responsible for this event and now I’m missing out 

and “Mary’s having all the fun. I’m running around like a crazy thing, to serve everyone and 

Mary’s doing nothing and getting all the benefit and the credit. 

Comparison brings us down and gets us into the flesh, we become anxious and discontented 

and even discouraged and we react. 

Can you hear Martha’s frustrated thoughts: How dare she do this to me? My own sister! Doesn’t 

she see that I’m doing everything on my own?! 

Martha compares her current situation to her sisters’ and feels like she’s holding the short straw. 

But Comparison never lets us see the full picture and only ends up stealing our Joy. 

 

3. ALWAYS Go to God First 

When you’re struggling or aren’t dealing with something well, FIRST go to JESUS the source of 

everything. 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 NKJV 

Martha’s a smart cookie (or chocolate), she was frustrated and disgruntled by the unfairness of 

her situation, but she knew exactly who could fix things. 

Martha goes right up to the highest authority in the room. 
 

V40 But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do 



 

You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 
 

Something Supernatural happens when we take things to JESUS FIRST. 

You may not hear what you want, but you will hear what you NEED! 

Sometimes we can be tempted to share our problems with everyone else (or let them bottle up 

inside) instead of the going to the one who can actually tell us what’s going on! 
 

Actually Martha trusted Jesus. 
 

4. You can tell Jesus anything 

Jesus doesn’t rebuke Martha for her tone or her words. 

He doesn’t tell that her serving was wrong; He locates her spiritually and says you are “Worried & 

Troubled” and it’s stealing your moment. 

You are making something good into a work; you are doing this in your strength. 

You are focused on your Achievement and it’s made a good thing into a duty. 
 

V41 And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about 

many things. 
 

She had her priorities mixed up and it led to Worry; He said come and sit at my feet FIRST and 

get filled with my presence. 

Jesus is interested in us and what we are facing and He has the solution 

We must serve in His Kingdom, but He FIRST wants us to KEEP a relationship with HIM. 

 

5. Peace flows from right priorities. 
 

Putting First things first leads to REST and the First thing you find when you REST is PEACE. 

Mary CHOSE to delight in the Lord, rather than focus on anything else IN that moment, it’s like she 

realized Jesus wasn’t always going to do this (she said if I neglect to hear Jesus “NOW,” I might 

not hear Him next time). 
 

After Martha says her PIECE, Jesus offers her the path to PEACE. 
 

V42 But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken 

away from her.”” 
 

FAMILY when we concentrate on Jesus FIRST: 

a. We discover that we are never alone or without help. (Hebrews 13:5) 

b. We experience His grace that is always sufficient for all that we face. (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

c. We find true inner peace and strength to face whatever STORM comes our way. (John 

14:27) 

David understood this very well, he called it DELIGHT IN THE LORD! 



 

BLESSED, same as Jesus in Sermon on Mount 

As this Psalm sets tone for whole book; so Jesus set the tone of the Kingdom in Matthew 5-7 

The FIRST PSALM... 

The FIRST SERMON - KINGDOM… 
 

Psalm 1:1-3 NKJV “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in 

the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and 

in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, that 

brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall 

prosper.” 
 

BLESSED: to be Happy or have a deep sense of contentment and well-being! 

 A picture of pressing together at the beginning. 

 Something tightly woven together to make an armour-platted uniform for protecting 

someone in battle.  

 One who is happy because of being tightly connected to God in Right living. 
 

DELIGHT: to see something as highly valuable and necessary. 

To desire something out of pleasure or necessity. 

To be pleased or desire, to move towards enthusiastically by will 
 

PROSPEROUS: to move forward in distance. 

To make progress or advance 

To be profitable and successful 
 

Let’s make sure we are putting FIRST things FIRST 

Don’t get the cart before the Horse. 

This is especially needful, other things are of little importance, if we don’t secure this first, all other 

things will be added. 
 

1 Timothy 4:8 AMP “For physical training is of some value, but godliness (spiritual training) is of 

value in everything and in every way, since it holds promise for the present life and for the life to 

come.” 
 

1 Timothy 4:8 TPT “For athletic training only benefits you for a short season, but righteousness 

brings lasting benefit in everything; for righteousness contains the promise of life, for time and 

eternity.” 


