
 

Pearl by Ps Mandy Elliott 

Matthew 13:45-46 NKJV  ““Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful 

pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and 

bought it.” 
 

IMAGINE SOMEONE GIVES UP EVERYTHING FOR YOU 
 

 the Kingdom of God is the circumcision of your heart(irritants invades our hearts) making 

the necessary adjustments according to the word which is what we study day and night, 

meditate day and night, to know and live by His commands that we may inherit the 

promises that are in the Word, that we may live... 
 

1. A  blessed life  

2. that we love one another the way He loves us 

3. That we may spread the gospel according to Christ who saved and redeemed us 

4. As believers we may walk in the righteousness that was imputed onto us in exchange for 

our sins 

5. Recognize whose and to whom we belong - made in His image 

6. Striving to be more like Him and shaking off the old man or old nature as we look in the 

mirror of His Word 

7. Partaking of His covenant with Him as new covenant and image bearers of Christ. Rejoice 

and worship the God who created us for His purposes and plans - instruments of worship,  

8. Walk in the authority of the believer and have dominion that was given to us - winning the 

battles. 

9. Coming through the fiery trials - refined in the fire created in the shell  

10. To be strung together; each pearl in its uniqueness forms part of the  church 
 

The church is a body that comes together to worship God because the kingdom of God is in 

their hearts, however the kingdom of God is scattered all over the world 
 

Yet a Kingdom is protected by walls, likewise is the church protected by a wall of Fire, His glory is 

among us, those who love, serve and worship Him!  
 

And though His church or His Kingdom is scattered He will be coming back with horses and 

chariots in all His glory for that remnant, and His church will be restored and made whole, be it 

through the fiery trial and the furnaces through which we will be refined 
 

Whilst a pearl is being made through the process of time as an irritant enters the shell causing a 

deposit of nacre to cover that irritant that has entered 
 

Each layer of nacre, one on top of the other over a period of time produces the rarest quality 

treasure which we call a Pearl, not one the same.  
 

Though many pearls have been made only few will be chosen, these are of rare quality, formed 



 

over time and classified the finest of quality 
 

The merchant gives up everything to have it, He will come back for His precious and valuable 

treasures. 
 

Jesus is the rare pearl of price who gave His life for us, if we realize what was given up for us we 

would give everything to have this rare gem, there is no other like it. 
 

However we are going to look at Jesus as the merchant who has given everything up for us and 

paid the price for what He thinks is a rare and precious gem which is you... a fine pearl of rare 

quality, nothing like it 
 

 

Matthew 13:45-46 CEB “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls. 

When he found one very precious pearl, he went and sold all that he owned and bought it.” 

 

HOW PEARLS ARE FORMED 
 

There are essentially three types of pearls: natural, cultured and imitation. 

Natural Pearls form when an Irritant- usually a parasite and not the proverbial grain of sand - 

works its way into an oyster, mussel, or clam. As a defense mechanism, a fluid is used to coat the 

irritant. Layer upon layer of this coating, called 'nacre', is deposited until a lustrous pearl is 

formed. 

A cultured pearl undergoes the same process. The only difference is that the irritant is a surgically 

implanted bead or piece of shell called Mother of Pearl.  
 

*These 'seeds' or 'nuclei' are most often formed from mussel shells. Quality cultured pearls require 

a sufficient amount of time - generally at least 3 years - for a thick layer of nacre to be 

deposited, resulting in a beautiful, gem-quality pearl. Lower-quality pearls have often been 

'rushed' out of the oyster too quickly (sometimes a year or less) and have a too-thin coat of 

nacre. Pearls can come from either salt or freshwater sources. Historically, saltwater pearls were 

rounder and had a better nacre than freshwater pearls, while freshwater pearls tended to be 

very irregular in shape, with a puffed rice appearance the most prevalent. However, 

improvements in freshwater pearl farming techniques have narrowed that gap, with freshwater 

pearls now exhibiting great roundness and deep luster. 

The culturing process usually takes several years.  

Mussels must reach a mature age, which can take up to 3 years, and only then can be 

implanted or naturally receive an irritant. Once the irritant is in place, it can take up to another 3 

years for the pearl to reach its full size and nacre thickness. 
 

Of the pearls produced, only approximately 5% are of sufficient true gem-quality for top jewelry 

makers, yet a pearl farmer can figure on spending over $100 for every oyster that is 

farmed, whether a gem-quality pearl is produced or not.  
 

Imitation pearls are a different story altogether. In most cases, a glass bead is dipped into a 



 

solution made from fish scales. This coating is thin and may eventually wear off. One can usually 

tell an imitation by rubbing it across the teeth: Fake pearls glide across your teeth, while the 

layers of nacre on real pearls feels gritty 
 

Qualities of a Pearl:  Rare -No two are the same / Size is important contributing to the value / 

Time determines the size which adds to the value / Formed through suffering of the heart, unlike 

stones that are cut 
 

Those made in the sea are better quality that freshwater pearls 

Pearls are perfect as they are 

Expression - Pearls are interpreted by their merchandiser... ie something is a pearl means one-of-

a-kind. 
 

The Merchant 

Jesus knew what He was looking for 

He willingly gives up everything; meaning He knew the cost. Nothing was too much for you, in His 

willingness to pay. 
 

Parables illustrate moral and spiritual truths - Matthew 13 

Soil, weeds, a mustard seed, yeast, hidden treasure in the field and the fishing or dragnet. 

Representing the messianic prophecy from Isaiah 6  
 

Isaiah6:9-10  …go tell this people; who are hearing but never understanding, seeing but not 

perceiving making the heart of the people calloused, their ears dull and their eyes closed, for 

they might see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their hearts and turn 

and be healed. 
 

Parables teach God’s truth to those who are ready and willing to hear it. Jesus also knows there 

were people in his audience who wouldn’t understand His words because their hearts were 

calloused. At times Jesus taught in parables to reveal the truth to the faithful, to conceal it from 

those who would object to his ministry and seek to stop his mission. 
 

Jesus used 6 of 7 Parables in this chapter to describe the Kingdom of heaven  

The people who rejected Jesus’ teaching because of their inability to understand it, including 

the Jewish religious leaders, only further blinded themselves to the spiritual nature of the 

Kingdom of God. On the other hand those who had ears to hear let them hear - including 

believers who hear these stories today - receive great blessing in knowing and understanding 

the truth. 

 

THE IRRITANT, IMPURITY OR PARASITE 
 

The IRRITANT or fiery trial is not merely a strange thing that takes place, but it’s required to 

strengthen our faith. We cannot and will not grow if we do not come through the challenges we 

face. 
 



 

In every trial that we face, another layer of glory(faith) covers us or that impurity or trouble, and 

as each layer is made the treasured Pearl gains more value and its beauty increases.  
 

1Peter 4:13 Rejoice for in a measure, you have shared in the sufferings of the anointed one so 

that you can share in the revelation of His Glory and celebrate an even greater gladness. 
 

God never expects us to suffer without help! He gives us an extra measure of His spirit to counter 

balance the attack. 
 

When we come into this world we are like an oyster, clam or mussel, whatever irritant gets inside 

of us gets covered as that precious treasure inside of you is being made. Strength, kindness, 

love, courage, patience ...all our talents and the character of our faith are being developed. 
 

1 Peter 2:5 as you come to him you are like living stones ... acceptable to God. 
 

Proverbs 31:10 AMP “An excellent woman [one who is spiritual, capable, intelligent, and 

virtuous], who is he who can find her? Her value is more precious than jewels and her worth is far 

above rubies or pearls.” 
 

Likewise daughter of the most high God! Whom He has selected, hand-made individually by Him 

to his satisfaction, (Psalm 139:13&15) formed you and numbered your days - so He knows which 

day each of us are on and where you are in the program. 
 

Therefore if you are going through a trial, the God of the universe, the one who created you 

made you, and has you exactly where you need to be in your life; so that every part of you can 

function with stealth, strength, courage, intelligence, humour, compassion, kindness and shine 

from the beauty as the beauty in which you were made in. Instead of hiding away from the 

world!! 

 

1 Peter 4:13-14 CEB 

 “Instead rejoice as you share Christ’s suffering. You share his suffering now so that you may also 

have overwhelming joy when his glory is revealed.” 

 “If you are mocked because of Christ’s name, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory—indeed, 

the Spirit of God—rests on you.” 

1 Peter 1:6-9 NIV “In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had 

to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your 

faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in 

praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love 

him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls.” 
 

When we short circuit the process by quick fixes, bucking the system, excluding ourselves from 

hearing and learning God’s word, instead of correctly applying it so that our faith can be 



 

formed, we compromise our nacre quality, and that layer produced or deposited is a thin 

quality, not worth much and wears off. When our faith is thin, we are not fully formed. 

When we rush our faith and escape from the trials compromising the thickness and quality of 

that layer of nacre or faith. 

 

Characteristics of Fiery Trials 
 

Intense, prolonged suffering can bring a believer to the point of despair, filled with protest, and 

wishing he - Job had never been born. This reality draws attention to the power that suffering has 

to afflict the mind and soul. Therefore, we need to remind ourselves of biblical truth, like that 

which the Apostle Peter used to counsel his afflicted brethren. 
 

1 Peter 1:6–9 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been 

grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold 

that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet 

believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith—the 

salvation of your souls. 

The above passage teaches us seven truths about trials. 
 

1. Trials are temporary (“now for a little while”).  

2 Corinthians 4:17, 18 “..light affliction, which is but for a moment… working for us a far 

more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are 

seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, 

but the things which are not seen are eternal”  

2. Trials are necessary for our growth (“if need be”). God in His infinite wisdom knows exactly 

what kinds of trials must be designed to stimulate the growth necessary for our own 

spiritual health.  

3. Trials are mentally distressing (“you have been grieved”). There is no pretending here. 

Peter knew his readers were “grieved.” This word does not refer to the suffering itself, but to 

the mental effects of suffering, which many times are worse than what can be identified 

bodily. The pain of suffering often compels us to search our hearts to see what may need 

to be cleansed by God through honest confession and repentance. 
 

4. Trials are diverse (“various trials”). Trials come in all shapes and sizes. Sometimes they afflict 

our bodies, other times our minds. Sometimes they disturb our comfort zones and other 

times our loved ones.  

5. Trials may come from Satan (as permitted by God). Trials may even come from our own 

disobedience.  

6. Trials refine us (“though it is tested by fire”). God does not ordain trials to set us up for 

failure but to prove the reality of our faith in a way similar to the process of purifying 

metals, our faith being more precious than gold itself, which is perishable. When we learn 

x-apple-data-detectors://4/


 

to submit our will to the will of God, in the midst of our sufferings, we will learn to say with 

Job, “When He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). 

7. Trials are faith-building (“whom having not seen you love”). Christians can rejoice in the 

midst of trials because even though we do not see God we believe in Him. This faith 

produces joy that exceeds speech and is full of glory—even in the face of pain.  

Romans 5:3–5  “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 

produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope 

does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit who was given to us” 

8. Trials are beneficial (“receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls”). 

Suffering proves the genuineness of faith, which ultimately results in salvation. Trials not only 

prepare us for eternity, but they make us ache for it.  

Romans 8:18-23 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us…even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body”  

 

When every rare pearl gets strung together on a beautiful necklace, the collective price of that 

piece holds great value. 

So too are we as a string of precious gems as we come together we are a picture of the church - 

a beautiful adornment He paid with a great price. 
 

 Jesus is the jeweler that finds us and strings us up next to each other, the Holy Spirit is the cord  

that we are on and God is the clasp that holds us altogether. 
 

MATTHEW 7:6 AMP “Do not give that which is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before 

pigs, for they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.” 
 

As believers we should be cautious not to let ourselves get into the hands of those that would be 

rough with us and trample upon us and turn and tear you the church to pieces ... 

If you were to allow yourselves get into the wrong hands, this beautiful piece would break up 

and its collective beauty would be lost. 

 

Q. Has your beauty fallen into the hands of those who have no value for Pearls, are you broken 

and trampled on by the pigs or have the dogs ripped you apart? 
 

Come unto Jesus He is the merchant jeweler and he recognizes the value in you and He wants 

to put you alongside other precious, rare and unique pearls 
 

Matthew 7:7-9 CEB “Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will 

be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Whoever seeks, finds. And to everyone who 

knocks, the door is opened. Who among you will give your children a stone when they ask for 

bread?” 
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