
 

COLOSSIANS by Ben Saayman 

Chapter 2 
 

Recap: Jesus is Supreme, Jesus is the beginning, He holds first place and rank over every living 

creature in God's Kingdom and is the Son of our God; seated next to the Father in heaven and 

interceding for us.  

Are we allowing Jesus to hold first place in our hearts? Or only in certain areas? 
 

Building upwards  
 

Colossians 2:1-3 NKJV For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for you and those in 

Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh, that their hearts may be 

encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of 

understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God , both of the Father and of Christ, in whom 

are hidden all the treasurer's of wisdom and knowledge.  
 

Beyond everything that Paul encounters, his FOCUS was not on Himself, but on the people of 

Colosse and Laodicea. 

He knew his PURPOSE - to spread the gospel to the ends of the Earth.  

He knew God's WILL for his life - to raise up new leaders that can help build the Kingdom of God.  

Most importantly - he knew his IDENTITY in Christ. 
 

It wasn't where his LOCATION was - it was his POSITION in Christ that mattered 
 

Paul's instruction to all believers: 

1. Firstly as believers we need to be knitted together in Love towards each other and 

encourage one another 

2. It is so very important for us as Christians, to know our position in God through Christ  
 

The word of God says my people perish for the lack of knowledge  

Heaven and Hell is real and people do go there - do you want to lay awake at night thinking or 

struggling like Paul, about the people in Colosse...that they think they have run the race and 

attained through Grace the ultimate price of going to heaven only to be shown away by God?  
 

Matthew 25:12 NIV “I tell you the truth....I DONT KNOW YOU "  
 

Revelation 3:15 NIV "I know your deeds, that you are neither cold or hot. I wish you were either one 

or the other!"  
 

So here Paul says - do you want knowledge and wisdom to know the mystery of God? 

Well here's the answer - this mystery everyone is talking about is found in our Lord and Saviour Christ 

Jesus.  

He says in Christ is hidden all the treasures of wisdom and Knowledge  

 



 

Colossians 2:4 – 6 NKJV Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. For 

though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in Spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the 

steadfastness of your faith in Christ. Although I'm not there I'm rejoicing because you have order 

and you as the church in Colosse are standing faithful on the faith in Jesus. As you therefore have 

received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him  
 

This chapter was not written to the people only to encourage them in their walk in Christ, but Paul 

senses an attack on these two towns regarding their beliefs and he wants to warn them - watch out 

for the wolves in sheep clothes  
 

We have received Christ, and have been grounded and settled in Him(Col 1: 23)  Let us therefore 

walk in Him.  

Paul gives us great advice - always let your walk and life correspond with your beliefs. As Christians 

we can now live in a way that reflects Jesus’ authority, that reflects the new live we have been 

given in Christ - with a strong foundation in Him so that we can stand firm in our faith.  
 

Colossians 2:7 NKJV  rooted and build up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been 

taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.  
 

All of these are Outward Evidences of a changed heart  

- Walking in v6 expresses our everyday life 

- Rooted means "Growing" - exhibits an Inner Power  

- Building Up shows Progress of Character until the structure is complete 

[The Structure here is the Body of Christ]  
 

Every structure needs a foundation - the Christian Life is starting in Christ, and then GROWING in His 

Grace and gifts. As you GROW in Christ through the Word and the Holy Spirit you start finding your 

feet as a Kingdom-builder. 
 

Billy Graham had an amazing ministry and served for over 60 years in God's Kingdom and He said 

"There is so much more that I want to learn.” 
 

Colossians 2:8 NKJV Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not 

according to Christ."  
 

The Colossians were being led astray by what Paul calls "hollow and deceptive philosophy" a False 

belief, a secret insider way to get more access to God.  

[So the popular street corner philosophers of the day were teaching that man was unworthy to 

approach God directly, or that the way to God was only for a selected few. These philosophers 

was trying to deceive the people through preaching old covenant and harsh practices mixed with 

Jewish tradition and actually anything that made humanly sense. These philosophers were driven 

by money and status to themselves that they know another way - which was absolutely false.] 



 

Paul writes this letter to remind them of their foundation found only in Jesus and His Gospel, not in 

any secret rituals and society.  

The word he uses to describe the spiritual forces in Greek is "Stoicheia" or "elements” referring to a 

Jewish tradition that says that Spiritual beings rule over humans but in actual fact have no power 

over Christians.  The deception the Colossians were following was contrary to the work of Christ, 

and came from humans and evil spiritual forces that Jesus conquered through the Cross. 
 

John 14:6 NIV "Jesus speaking..." I am the way and the truth and the life...no one comes to the 

Father except through Me"  
 

# When we encounter ideas that are contrary to Jesus and His Gospel, we can STAND firm in Christ 

without being persuaded by false Gospels  
 

Ephesians 6:13-14 NIV  Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 

you may be able to STAND your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm 

then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist… 
 

# Stop fighting the wrong battles and start fighting to Stand  

- If the enemy can't STEAL your Joy....  

- If the enemy can't KILL Your FAITH ....  

- If the enemy can't DESTROY YOUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST  

- You just need to stand and remind him he is a defeated - just say one NAME - JESUS! 
 

Colossians 2:9-10 NKJV For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and you are 

complete in Him, who is the head of principality and Power.  
 

Colossians 2:11 NKJV In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

by putting of the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ.  
 

What did circumcision mean for the Israelites? It was an external sign that they were part of the 

covenant people of God, instructed by God to Abraham in Genesis 17: 11  
 

 What does it mean to have a heart circumcised by God? It means to have a HEART that is 

surrendered, obedient and glorifying to God  
 

When Paul talks about Jesus circumcising our hearts, he's using a relevant image the Jewish people 

recognized to explain a spiritual reality. Jesus removed everything that kept us from being obedient 

to God. We as believer's can now enjoy being His covenant people because He made a way for 

us to be with Him. These verses show how God is the one who secured our salvation through His 

actions alone - we can't add to it 

Paul uses the greek word "ac-hei gro-poie gtos" to describe the spiritual Circumcision we 

experience in Christ translated and best defined by being: "un-handmade"  

[the salvation we receive in Jesus doesn't come by human hands - it comes from God - therefore it 

cannot be added to, destroyed or tampered with by man  



 

A protocol of the Enemy: 

Where there is a harvest he will want to come in to deceive you.  

Where there is fruit he will want to stop them from producing a harvest.  
 

 With Christ in you, you are a threat to the enemy 
  

Colossians 2:12 NKJV…buried with Him in Baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through 

faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  
 

As believer's we have three Baptisms....  

- The moment we received Christ Jesus as our Lord and Saviour we are baptized into the body 

of Christ. Romans 10:10  

- Baptized in water. Romans 6:1-3  

- Baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues. Acts 1-8  
 

The meaning for this water baptism is:  

1) It is a Identification with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection  

2) A public confession of your faith, an outward testimony of your inward heart condition  
 

We believe just as Jesus was raised from death, we will be raised into Heaven when Jesus returns  
 

Colossians 2:13-15 NKJV And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 

flesh, He (God ) has made alive together with Him,(JESUS) having forgiven you all trespasses, having 

wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He 

(Jesus) has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and 

powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.  
 

[When Paul says Jesus made a "public spectacle" of them he was alluding to the Roman practice 

of parading a captured enemy around town making them look foolish.] 
 

Colossians 2:16-23 NKJV  So (other translations read "therefore " signaling for us to look back at the 

previous verse) let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or 

Sabbath's, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.  

"Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, 

introducing into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not 

holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and 

ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.  

Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in this 

world, do you subject yourselves to regulations - Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle, which 

all concern things which perish with the using - according to the commandments and doctrines of 

men?  

These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self imposed religion, false  humility, and 

the neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.  



 

The way you view your present circumstances, and the way we perceive the situation, could be 

different if we know Who is living in us.  We sometimes find ourselves submitting to the rules of this 

world, just as Paul cautioned the Colossians.  
 

We must remain connected to the Head - Jesus Christ  
 

In Him we find: 

- freedom from sin 

- Wisdom for our daily life 

- And strength to pursue holiness   

To live a life that reflects the new life we've been given in Christ with a strong foundation in Him so 

that we can stand firm in our faith  

 


