
 

COLOSSIANS by Ps Larry Elliott 

Chapter 1 
 

Last week we established that Christ has Preeminence. 
 

COLOSSIANS 1:18 AMP “He is also the head [the lifesource and leader] of the body, the church; 

and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will occupy the first place 

[He will stand supreme and be preeminent] in everything.” 
 

If He has Preeminence we do well to not give Him a lower place. 
 

Preeminence is: 

 The quality of being superior 

 It's a high status or distinction given to anything considered to be the best at something 

 To be in front of or have priority over 

 To be foremost in time, place, order or importance 

 Hold first place in Rank and Influence. 
 

So as we LET HIM have “first place in Rank and Influence” in our lives WE ARE LIFTED UP. 
 

Think of an area of your life, right now that is “Struggling” begin to be intentional about giving Him 

preeminence there, He will LIFT YOU UP! 

 

Through Colossians we discover 4 building blocks for our lives, that help us to give Jesus 

preeminence, each chapter represents one of these blocks: 
 

Chapter One 

Building “Downwards” In Jesus, we are Grounded and settled in Christ. (1:23) “ROOTS” 
 

Chapter Two 

Building “Upwards” Built Up in Him (2:7) “RELATIONSHIPS” 
 

Chapter Three 

Building “Inward” hidden in Christ (3:3) “RESPONSIBILITY” 
 

Chapter Four 

Building “Outward” walking in wisdom toward them that are without (4:5) “RUNNING” 

 

The Bible is the blueprint for building our lives and finishing strong. 

BUILDING / PREEMINENCE 
 

Psalms 127:1 NKJV “Unless the LORD builds the house, they labour in vain who build it; unless the 

LORD guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” 
 

Building downwards speaks about digging foundations, going deeper, allowing the roots of our 

lives to be settled in Christ. 



 

Going DEEPER 

(building a strong foundation) 
 

PAUL PRAYS 

Prayer is Powerful 
 

We want to look at what He prayed, it‟s significant and powerful. 

But Firstly It‟s not just what Paul prays it‟s that he prayed. He models Prayer for us and sets an 

example that Prayer takes you deeper into God. 

Let‟s Read the Prayer with this in mind: 
 

Colossians 1:9-11 NKJV “For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for 

you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to His 

glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;” 
 

Prayer: 

Rev. C. H. Spurgeon (The Prince of Preachers) in the late 1800‟s said that although his sermons 

converted many souls, he received a revelation from God that it was not his sermons or hard work, 

but the prayers of an illiterate volunteer who sat on the pulpit steps praying for the success of his 

sermon, that gave it its IMPACT. 
 

Jesus: 

“He ever liveth to make intercession for us.” 

So Paul as did Jesus, models prayer for us but also gives us a model for Prayer; 

That they: 

 Be FILLED with Knowledge, Wisdom and Understanding 

a. Knowledge of His Will 

b. Wisdom to apply it 

c. Understanding of it. 

 Be able to walk worthy, pleasing and fruitful lives in doing good works, this in turn causes 

more growth 

 This leads to the strength we need not to quit but see things through to their conclusion 

 

PAULS ENCOURAGEMENT 

He says we must give THANKS to our Father, for all He has done; When it comes to THANKFULNESS 

there are NO „but‟s‟… 
 

Colossians 1:12-13 NKJV “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed 

us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,” 



 

Andrew Murray: "Let us thank God heartily, as we pray thank Him that we have His Spirit in us to 

teach us to pray. Thanksgiving draws our hearts to God and keep us engaged with Him; it take‟s 

our attention from ourselves and give the Holy Spirit room to move in our hearts." 
 

 Thank God He has delivered us and set us free, He has promised us as Believers that darkness 

won‟t reign over us 
 

 Most Believers know they have an Inheritance, but many don’t partake because they feel 

disqualified! 
 

 The Word “Delivered” here means to “draw one out and to rescue” them. 
 

Darkness represents satan‟s realm, he has an organized dominion with various orders and powers of 

evil, it produces hatred and destruction (RESIST him) 
 

Light represents Christ‟s Kingdom and produces God‟s love, peace and victory (THANK HIM) 
 

KEYS TO A BREAKTHROUGH 

1. Pray to Him 

2. Thank Him 

3. Obey Him 
 

PAUL‟S STATEMENT ABOUT OUR REDEMPTION 

This statement reminds us that In Christ we are Qualified because of His work of redemption. 
 

He has made peace by the blood of His cross; 
 

Colossians 1:14 NKJV “in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

Redeemed: An action taken to save one from sin, error, and evil. 

It includes regaining the possession of something through an exchange or payment and in so doing 

clearing the debt owed. 
 

Psalms 103:4 NKJV “Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving-kindness 

and tender mercies,” 
 

 This word “Redemption” literally means that Jesus bought us from off slave block of bondage 

and lifted us out of the pit of sin 

 In redemption we are set free from slavery to sin and from the bondage of condemnation 

and shame. 
 

PAUL‟S STATEMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Through this gospel, Paul says, they had been reconciled to God, and were now brought into a 

state in which they might be presented as holy and innocent in his sight; 
 

Colossians 1:21-22 NKJV “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 



 

works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and 

blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 
 

Reconcile: to re-establish a fractured or broken relationship 

To re-unite someone who was separated 

To make one‟s views and beliefs comparable again 
 

Colossians 1:23 NKJV “if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not 

moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every 

creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.” 

 

PAUL‟S STATEMENT ON THE GOSPELS PURPOSE 

Of this gospel, Paul says he was a minister; in preaching it he had been called to endure trials, but 

those trials he endured with joy; and in preaching this gospel he used the utmost diligence, warning 

every man, and teaching every person in all wisdom, so that he might present each one perfect 

(COMPLETE) in Christ Jesus; 
 

Colossians 1:24 NKJV “I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in 

the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, 
 

Colossians 1:28 NKJV “Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, 

that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” 
 

Perfect: tel'-i-os: 

complete (in labor, growth, mental and moral character) 

To be of full age, adulthood & maturity. 

 

IN: 

Romans we are Justified In Christ 

1 Corinthians we are Enriched In Christ 

2 Corinthians we are Comforted In Christ 

Galatians we are Free In Christ 

Ephesians we are Quickened In Christ 

Philippians we are Content In Christ 

And In 

Colossians Paul presents the Glorious culmination of it all we are Complete In Christ. 


