
 

COLOSSIANS by Ps Larry Elliott 

Overview 
 

Colossians 1:1-2 NKJV “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

God’s Will (produces confidence and establishes authority to deal with things) 

Saint speaks of Holiness and separation to God’s purpose. 

Faithfulness is the cornerstone of longevity and effectiveness in God’s Kingdom 

Grace and Peace keep us grounded in HOPE that with Jesus, things can and will improve. 
 

This is a very important book in terms of the sufficiency of Christ in our lives. 

 What we think about Jesus, WHO He is, is a big deal as it shapes our lives. 
 

Because we are ALIVE in Christ we can live a life worthy of God instead of falling back into the 

ways of the world, we can all live lives of EXCELLENCE in Christ. 

 

1. Background 
 

Colossae was a small town in the Province of Asia, 100 miles east of Ephesus. This Colossian Church 

was an outgrowth (Church Plant) of Paul’s 3 year ministry in Ephesus (A.D. 52-55) the Church 

received this letter 5-7 years after it started. 

(We are Building for the long haul and need to continue to be diligent) 
 

Acts 19:10 NKJV  
 

Acts 20:28-32 NKJV ““Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own 

blood.” “For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 

away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not 

cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and 

to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those 

who are sanctified.” 
 

Epaphras, is the likely founder and was the leader of this Colossian Church, he was a local from this 

town and a convert of Paul’s during his work in Ephesus. 
 

Colossians 1:7-8 NKJV “as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful 

minister of Christ on your behalf, who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.” 
 

The Church was been held in the home of a wealthy businessman and slave-owner Philemon 

(Philemon 2) 



 

Tychicus took the letters to the Colossians, handing it to Philemon and to the Ephesians. 

Colossians 4:7-8 NKJV “Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, 

will tell you all the news about me. I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know 

your circumstances and comfort your hearts,” 

 

2. Occasion & Purpose 
 

Epaphras asks for Paul’s help; Paul is imprisoned but writes this letter to address some issues. 

This was a thriving and healthy Local Church, there were false teachers who had come to the 

church and were a threat to its growth and stability. The teaching (Heresy) was rooted in Greek 

Philosophy with a mix of Jewish Tradition, Legalism and Mysticism. 

- Jesus was not fully God or fully man, 

- He was at best a semi-divine god that bridged the gap between God and the world, 

- Jesus was therefore lacking in His ability and authority to meet the real needs of the Church In   

   Colosse. 

However; ENLIGHTENED (exclusive) believers could achieve a HIGHER spirituality through a special 

knowledge only they could teach and a rigorous program of WORKS (Legalism) and extreme self-

discipline. 
 

Paul tells the Church Leadership 
 

Colossians 2:4 NKJV “Now this I say lest anyone should deceive you with persuasive words. 

Colossians 2:9-10 NKJV For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are 

complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.” 
 

a. Expose the Danger and Heresy of this teaching 

b. Highlight the Truth of the Gospel and alert them to not return to pagan vices 

c. To express his personal interest and love for them as believers 

d. Inspire them to continue in mutual love and harmony 

 

3. Characteristics 
 

This book fully defends the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Colossians has a similar tone and expression as 

Ephesians as 75 of the 155 verses carry a similar message and heart. 

However there are 28 words not found anywhere else in Paul’s writings and 34 not anywhere in the 

New Testament. I personally found no less than 60 FAITH AND PURPOSE-BUILDING WORDS IN 

CHAPTER 1 ALONE 
 

Key Words: Fullness of Christ / Wisdom of God / True Knowledge / Mystery of Christ 

 

4. Content 
 

These false teachers were undercutting the true message of the Gospel of Christ, bringing into 



 

question  

Jesus’ Deity 

Absolute Lordship 

Sufficiency of His finished work at the cross 
 

Colossians sets out and establishes the absolute supremacy and Lordship of Jesus 

That HE (JESUS) is completely sufficient and that in Him and Him alone do we find Salvation and 

Completeness 

 Jesus is God’s beloved Son and Heir 1:13-15 

 He is totally Divine 1:19 / 2:9 

 He has priority over all creation 1:15 

 Paul had been supernaturally Saved and Christ’s sovereignty gave rise to what he was doing 

1:27-29 
 

Colossians 1:15-18 NKJV “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by 

Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 

And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, 

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.” 
 

PREEMINENCE: 
 

 When churches / people don’t give Him preeminence, we move towards authoritarian 

leadership, false teaching and spiritual chaos. 

 Let’s not just give lip service to Christ’s supremacy, let’s uphold it in our practice and 

attitudes. 

 Christ is always supreme over God’s people 

 

5. Personal Application 
 

We are living in a similar time as then, people try and dilute the truth for the sake of unity and love. 

 Christ’s Lordship is deemed irrelevant by many religious groups, who believe one religion is as 

good as another. 

 People want to fuse human beliefs with The Gospel because it makes it easy for them to live 

in the flesh and not feel convicted. 
 

“Jesus is Lord” is the Church’s earliest confession and should remain the abiding test of Authentic 

Christianity 

Neither the Church nor an individual believer can afford to Compromise Christ’s Deity 
 

In CHRIST’S SOVEREIGNTY lies His SUFFICIENCY 
 

He is Lord of all or not at all! 



 

 

6. Christ Revealed 
 

Paul clearly and methodically lifts up Jesus Christ as the center of all that exists, He is also the 

circumference and everything in between. 
 

Jesus is the Son of God and the second person of the Trinity: 

a) He is the exact revelation and representation of the Father (1:15) 

b) He is the embodiment of full Deity (1:19) 

c) He is the Lord in Creation (1:16) 

d) He is Lord in the Church (1:18) 

e) He is Lord in Salvation (3:11) 

f) He lives in the Believer and is our HOPE of Glory (1:27) 

g) He is the supreme Creator and Sustainer of all things (1:16-17) 

h) He is the Sufficient Saviour and Provider of His People (2:10) 

 

7. The Holy Spirit at Work 
 

While there is only one explicit reference to the Holy Spirit used in association with Love (1:8), we 

see the evidence of His work throughout this book. 

Many Scholars understand v9 to be a reference to His Gifts manifested in the believer’s life through 

Wisdom and Understanding. 
 

Colossians 1:8-9 NKJV “who also declared to us your love in the Spirit. For this reason we also, since 

the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;” 
 

The Lordship of Christ in our lives is the clearest evidence of the Holy Spirit’s Presence in our lives, for 

without Him we can do nothing of significance in God’s Kingdom. 
 

Find your PLACE / PURPOSE: 

 Our Lives find their proper purpose in Him 

Remain FAITHFUL: 

 Don’t let anything move you from your “Place” In Christ. 

Don’t underestimate the power of a SERVANT Attitude: 

 Christ reveals Himself to us and through us when we SERVE Others. 

 The details of our life find their goal in him. 
 

Colossians 1:27-29 NKJV “To them God willed to make known what are the riches (wealth, fullness, 

abundance) of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory. Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may 

present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end I also labour, striving according to His working 

which works in me mightily.” 



 

 

Striving: (agon)  

to struggle, literally (to compete for a prize), figuratively (to contend with an adversary) 

 

Working: (Enegeo or Enrgy) 

to be active, efficient and effective (used only of Super-human power) 

 

Which Works:  

to display one’s activity or effort 

 

In me Mightily: 

En: (fixed) position (in place, time or state)  

A relation of REST 

Dunamis: miraculous power / ability / abundance / wonderful work 

 

 Positional Truth & Temporal Truth 

 


