
 

COLOSSIANS by Ps Larry Elliott 

Chapter 4a 
 

Today we dive into chapter 4 and we are looking at how we live our lives OUTWARDLY. 
 

It’s was Gandhi, a Hindu, who said: I would become a Christian, if it wasn’t for the Christians, I can 

believe in your Jesus but not his followers. (The story goes that he was not allowed into a local church 

in Calcutta because of his colour and low-class standing). 
 

Our Outward Lives must reflect the reality of Christ from the Inward Life! 
 

Colossians 4:4-6 NKJV “that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward those 

who are outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that 

you may know how you ought to answer each one.” 
 

This is a great KEY to True Success; let your walk line up with your talk. 
 

Don’t strive to fix or make the OUTWARD perfect: 

- dig your foundation, roots in Christ 

- build your walls, relationship 

- The result of the grace of God inwardly becomes evident in the practical, everyday details of 

our lives. 
 

V5 Practically says THINK about how you are living your Christian Life on a DAILY BASIS: 

- Things we Say 

- Things we Do 

- How we treat Others 

- Our Motives and Attitudes 

And Make the MOST of every OPPORTUNITY you get. 
 

Colossians gives us several incredible and helpful tips that help us to live our OUTWARD lives 

Successfully and Effectively 

In Chap 3 verses 12 (Mandy covered so well last week) he clearly explains the impact the Word and 

the Holy Spirit can make in our lives. 

PUT ON: tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, long suffering; 

SO THAT YOUR OUTWARD Life conforms with your INWARD! 

BEAR with one another and forgive one another, if you have a complaint against another, even as 

Christ forgave you YOU ALSO MUST DO... 

Culminating in v15 and 16 
 

Colossians 3:15-16 NKJV “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called 

in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 

to the Lord.” 



 

 One of the PIVOTAL COMPONENTS IS PEACE 
 

He then goes for 9 verses (v17 through chapter 4:3) speaking about God’s order in family, 

relationships and the work place 

And he basically says if you want a great Marriage, Family, Friendships and Work Environment… 

START WITH YOURSELF!!! 
 

HOW 

 By Cultivating the Fruit of PEACE let it RULE in your heart. 
 

PEACE: eirēnē 

i-rah'-nay 

One, quietness, rest, + set at one again. 

when we come in contact with things that try to create confusion....(Peace hits the reset button 

every time we want to lose it) 
 

Harmony / security / prosperity (peace makes and keeps things safe and prosperous) 
 

Christianity: the tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing 

from God and content with its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is. 

 

Ø You will have TROUBLE 
 

 Trouble and Conflict is inevitable in our lives and how we deal with it is very important; in every 

situation we face we can have PEACE and find Purpose in God. 
 

Acts 14:21-22 NKJV “And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, 

they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them 

to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”” 
 

Tribulations thlipsis 

Trouble, afflictions, persecution & anguish (to crowd, throng or make narrow, restricted or perhaps 

limited) a trauma or a wound 

To shatter or break in pieces 
 

Enter actually means to ARISE. 
 

That pressure comes from the outside or through our mind, filtering into our emotions, causing us to 

want to shatter or fall to pieces (quit run away) 
 

WE LEARN TO LET THE PEACE OF GOD RULE (act as an umpire) 

Literally PEACE must run your life! 
 

The role of an UMPIRE: controls the game, keeps everything running in order according to the rules of 

the game. (VAR or Review) you are NEVER OUT! 



 

Philippians 4:7 NKJV and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 

Peace is supported by Prayer and is like your armed response vehicle 

It’s listed as a vital piece of our armour (Ephesians 6) 

It’s also listed as a Fruit Of the Spirit 
 

1 Peter 4:12 NKJV “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened to you;” 

John 16:33 NKJV “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world 

you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”” 
 

True PEACE is found In Christ not in the world! 

You see sometimes we want to fight what’s on the outside but God wants us to address it with what’s 

on the INSIDE - PEACE, so that we can be a BLESSING to those on the outside. 

God wants us to ARISE, take every opportunity to display His Grace 
 

RECAP: 

- Trouble and conflict will come 

- It’s design is to traumatize and destroy 

- The PEACE of God will protect you and cause you to ARISE! 

 
 

Ø The far reaching IMPACT of God’s PEACE 
 

Isaiah 26:1-4 NKJV “In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; 

God will appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks.” “Open the gates, that the righteous nation which 

keeps the truth may enter in. You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, 

because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, for in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” 
 

There are three things REVEALED in this Verse that are very helpful in Cultivating PEACE or 

allowing God to keep us in perfect PEACE! 

1. His Presence 

2. His Purpose 

3. His Power 

 

Ø HIS PRESENCE 

...whose mind is stayed on You. 

- Whenever you face Trouble, don’t face it alone, Run into His PRESENCE 

- Mind; here is the seat of creative imagination where we derive our plans and ideas 

- Take time to SEEK Him and draw from His PRESENCE 

 



 

His presence will change / adjust your PERSPECTIVE of what you are facing. 

Is it Forgiveness, a Battle, a seed to sow… 
 

James 3:18 NKJV “Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.” 
 

We can only SOW righteousness into others of we are PEACEMAKERS. 
 

Luke 1:79 NKJV “To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet 

into the way of peace.”” 
 

The way of peace is found in His Presence. 

Reference is John 10:4 the sheep hearing, knowing and following His voice (implication no peace, no 

on-going sustainable hearing His voice) 
 

The opposite of PEACE IS: 

- Strife 

- Uneasiness 

- Dissatisfaction 

- Disturbance 

- Unrest 

- Noise 

- Frustration 

- Worry 

- Discord 

- Hatred 

- Upset 

- Distress 

 

Ø HIS PURPOSE 

...Because he TRUSTS in You 
 

So often we are seek to resolve a situation the way we want it sorted out and so we are pursuing our 

own purpose. 

 God, what do you want to accomplish in this situation? 
 

Isaiah 55:8-9 NKJV “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the 

LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My 

thoughts than your thoughts.” 
 

 Seeking God’s PURPOSE in a trial or conflict will change your Priorities. 
 

So His Presence changes our Perspective but His purpose will change our Priorities. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-14a NKJV “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of 

peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and pray 

to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your 

heart. I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your captivity... 
 

Romans 8:28 NKJV “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are the called according to His purpose.” 
 

 Like Paul, you might be discouraged by your past, the wrongs you have done and the hurts 

you have caused others or been through yourself. 

 If you HOLD YOUR PEACE, not only will you find His purpose, God can take the tears of 



 

yesterday and transform them into the miracles of tomorrow. He can restore things to you that 

you have lost. He can cause all things, even the painful events of your past, to work together 

for your good. 
 

- True PEACE is what Mankind and the whole world is seeking after. 

- YOU and I have it (don’t trade it cheaply for anything else) 

- PEACE occurs more than 250 times in the Old Testament alone 
 

God delights in the Shalom / PEACE of His people 
 

PERFECT Peace 

Hebrew Shalome Shalome 

To be whole or complete, Nothing missing Nothing broken (wholeness and Total well-being) 

 

Ø HIS POWER 

...For in the Lord is everlasting STRENGTH 

 His Presence changes our Perspective 

 His purpose will change our Priorities. 

But Now God can release His POWER and His POWER will change our possibilities. 
 

JESUS is the Prince of PEACE and He will give us the POWER to overcome in what we are facing or 

dealing with. 
 

Mark 10:27 NKJV “But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for 

with God all things are possible.”” 
 

Every TRIAL or Conflict we face is an OPPORTUNITY to walk in PEACE and make decisions that will 

cause us to ARISE and give Him GLORY. 
 

Those choices can be influenced by what you going through or who’s doing something to you or by 

what you receive from the Lord as you walk in PEACE. 
 

Philippians 4:9 NKJV “The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these 

do, and the God of peace will be with you.” 

 

Ø There are six aspects to Biblical PEACE: 

a. It’s Spiritual, not a feeling. 

b. It’s a Covenant Promise to God’s people. 

c. It’s something bestowed upon the Believer. (John 15:27 Jesus “Bestowed His Peace onto 

us” it’s a GIFT of GRACE) 

d. It’s something we need to seek after. 

e. Our God is the Lord of Peace. 

f. It’s should be nurtured, cultivated and protected in the Church. 



 

Romans 14:17-19 NKJV “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and 

approved by men. Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which 

one may edify another.” 

 


