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Chapter 4c 
 

Fulfilling Your Ministry 

 

Colossians 4:1-18 NKJV 
1 Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in 

heaven.2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also 

for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am 

also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward those who 

are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that 

you may know how you ought to answer each one.7 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, 

and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. 8 I am sending him to you for this 

very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, 9 with Onesimus, a 

faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are 

happening here.10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of Barnabas (about 

whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. 

These are my only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have 

proved to be a comfort to me.12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, 

always labouring fervently for you in prayers that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will 

of God. 13 For I bear him witness that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and 

those in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. 15 Greet the brethren who 

are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.16 Now when this epistle is read 

among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read 

the epistle from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, ―Take heed to the ministry which you have 

received in the Lord, that you may fulfil it.‖18 This salutation by my own hand—Paul. Remember my 

chains. Grace be with you. Amen. 

 

Your ministry – is to impact THEM 

 Your Family 

 Coworkers 

 Neighbours 

 Friends 

 Enemies 

 Strangers 

 

 

1. Remain Faithful 

 

Faithfulness is important in fulfilling our ministry. 

 Joshua was faithful to Moses 

 Elisha was faithful to Elijah 

 The disciples we faithful to Jesus 

 Paul had many spiritual sons who were faithful 



 

Faithful does not mean perfect.  It’s good to remember and even celebrate the past. But the past 

should be a foundation for the future, not a distraction from the future.  
 

One of the greatest things you can do for ―them‖ is refuse to be defined by a season in your past. 

Refuse to quit and give up. If you failed, get back up. Keep reaching forward. 
 

Paul had a season in his past where he was persecuting the fighting against what Jesus came to do.  

He did not allow that to keep him from pressing forward after he had a life-changing experience on 

the road to Damascus.  
 

Philippians 3:12-14 NIV Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my 

goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I 

do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 

called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 

Sometimes when it comes to the people in our world, we would do just about anything to protect 

them. We would take a bullet for them. But, let me ask you this, would you change your life for them? 

Would you address some of the issues in your life for them?  
 

In a sense, there is no greater inspiration than thinking about the people in your world. What a 

motivation it can be if you stop and picture your husband before you make that decision. Stop and 

picture your children. Think about what you are passing on to your children. How will your THEM be 

impacted by that decision? Let’s be determined to pay whatever price we need to pay so that what 

we pass on to them is strong and healthy and vibrant. 

 

2. Think Big 
 

Paul had big plans.  He wanted to preach the gospel all the way to Rome.  Paul finally made it to 

Rome.  After many problems and ship wrecks.  I am sure he did not have the same plan to get there 

as what happened, but he made it.  And he used it to preach the gospel all the way. 
 

God’s plans for your life are much bigger than your own plans. God’s plan does not just include you, 

but the THEM in your life. 
 

God’s path for your life may look much different than the path you have in mind.   
 

DL Moody – “If God is your partner, make your plans big.” 
 

Ephesians 3:20-21 KJV Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 

or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

3. Be Strong 
 

It’s not about what we can do in our strength, but about what God can do in his strength. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-18 NIV Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armour of 

God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armour of God, so 

that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 

everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 

breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from 

the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 

all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 

in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
 

Paul did not fight against the people who put him in prison or anyone else.  Paul remained strong no 

matter what they did to him.  
 

Paul used the opportunity of having a guard chained to him to preach the gospel.   
 

We are not fighting against THEM.  Our ministry is to impact them with our life we live on earth. 

     

4. Be Courageous 
 

Definition: Not deterred by danger or pain; brave 
 

Paul was a courageous man.  He fulfilled his ministry by writing letters while in prison.  He could have 

given up because he was in prison and we would not have had the Bible we use today. 
 

It takes courage to walk out our Christian life in a world that is getting further and further away from 

the things of God.  But if we want to be a light in this dark world and fulfil your ministry it will take 

courage.   
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is 

not in vain.  
 

If you don’t stand for something you will fall for anything. 
 

Standing up for what is right takes courage, but that will put you in a position for THEM to see you.  This 

is what fulfilling your ministry looks like. 

 

 

 



 

5. Stay Focused 
 

Philippians 4:8 NIV Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—

think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—

put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 

Proverbs 4:25-27 NIV Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. Give careful 

thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. Do not turn to the right or the left; 

keep your foot from evil. 

 

6. Live Positive 
 

Having a positive perspective on life will stand out.  Everyone is talking about how bad things are.  

Choose to talk about how good God is and how good we have it.  It only takes looking at it with a 

different perspective. 
 

Colossians 4:6 NIV  Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 

know how to answer everyone. 
 

We need to speak positive about our life and situations. 

And about our country 

 

7. Get Ready 

A part of positioning our life to have MAXIMUM IMPACT is we need to be ready for what God wants 

to do in our life. We need to have a sense of readiness. It’s almost like being expectant, but it’s more 

from a standpoint of preparing.  

 

2 Timothy 2:20-22 NIV In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood 

and clay; some are for special purposes and some for common use. Those who cleanse themselves 

from the latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared 

to do any good work. 
 

Special purposes are referring to gold and silver.  

Common use is referring to wood and clay 
 

I like to think of this as moving houses.  This is my least favourite thing to do.  I think hell will consist of 

moving houses every day. 
 

When you move you have valuable things that you want to keep.  But then you have a lot of stuff 

that you would rather throw out than move.  This is what this statement is talking about in our lives.  

We have some stuff in our lives that we need to throw out and not hold onto any longer 


