
 

COLOSSIANS by Ps Larry Elliott 

Final 
 

Colossians 1:18 NKJV “And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.” 
 

It’s incredible that Jesus spent 31/2 years mentoring 12 people of which one fell and more than 2000 

years later His legacy continues, has impacted billions and still is. 
 

Today I want to talk about Continuing His Legacy.  
 

Throughout Colossians Paul reinforces Christ’s supremacy. It had impacted Paul’s life and Paul in turn 

continues His legacy; he concludes the Book of Colossians basically saying we must do the same. 
 

Colossians 4:18b TPT ...May the blessings of God’s grace overwhelm you. Love in Christ, Paul” 
 

Leaving a Legacy: means putting a stamp on the future, and making a contribution to future 

generations. 
 

TELL ME WHO YOU HANG WITH AND I’LL TELL YOU WHO YOU ARE BECOMING. 
 

NB: A LEGACY IS PASSING DOWN SOMETHING VALUABLE TO FUTURE GENERATIONS 
 

Acts 20:24 NKJV “But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I 

may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 

gospel of the grace of God.” 
 

 It is so important to think about how what I’m living today will have an influence on tomorrow 

and eventually on future generations. 
 

John 15:16 NKJV “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 

and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He 

may give you.” 
 

Jesus left us a LEGACY OF RESPECT 
 

Respect: The due regard for the feelings, wishes, or rights of others. 
 

In this present day and age, respect is declining day by day. 

People are becoming more and more self-cantered and uncaring to those around them. 

The result, no regard for other people’s rights and feelings  

Instead, huge numbers of people behave however they please. 
 

The Bible reminds us of the importance to treat others with kindness and with respect. 
 

1 Peter 2:17 NIV “Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honour the 

emperor. 
 

WHO WE ARE DETERMINES WHAT WE WILL LEAVE BEHIND. 



 

WHAT MATTERS MOST IS IMPARTING POSITIVE INFLUENCE TO GENERATIONS TO COME. 
 

Colossians 4:5-6 NKJV “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. Let your 

speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer 

each one.” 
 

Jesus left us a LEGACY OF WISDOM 
 

Wisdom is a depth and experience in our lives that enables us to apply knowledge and common 

sense in daily decisions. 
 

Wisdom positions us to better use opportunities, deal with challenges and build a sustainable future. 
 

Ps Ray: A MAN BEGINS CUTTING HIS WISDOM TEETH THE FIRST TIME HE BITES OFF MORE THAN HE CAN 

CHEW 
 

Wisdom is the result of a journey of learning, growing and developing through every moment we 

experience in life and includes the good, bad and the ugly. 
 

I Corinthians 1:30 NKJV “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—

and righteousness and sanctification and redemption—” 
 

 A first step to walking in WISDOM is recognizing when you don’t have it and then asking God 

for help (James 1:5) 
 

Jesus left us a LEGACY OF RESPONSIBILITY 
 

HIPPOCRATES SAID: “THE BEST INHERITANCE A PARENT CAN LEAVE A CHILD IS THE WILL TO WORK HARD 

AND BE PRODUCTIVE! 
 

Late Nelson Mandela "The time has come to accept in our hearts and minds that with freedom 

comes responsibility." 
 

LEAD BY EXAMPLE: WORKING HARD IS A VIRTUE TO BE PURSUED, NOT A CURSE TO BE AVOIDED 
 

Galatians 6:4-5 AMP “But each one must carefully scrutinize his own work [examining his actions, 

attitudes, and behaviour], and then he can have the personal satisfaction and inner joy of doing 

something commendable without comparing himself to another. For every person will have to bear 

[with patience] his own burden [of faults and shortcomings for which he alone is responsible].” 
 

Jesus left us a LEGACY OF STRENGTH 
 

(Author and Theologian) PHILIP BROOKS SAID: “DO NOT PRAY FOR EASY LIVES. PRAY TO BE STRONGER 

PEOPLE. DO NOT PRAY FOR TASKS EQUAL TO YOUR POWERS, PRAY FOR POWERS EQUAL TO YOUR 

TASKS” 
 

Ephesians 6:10-11 AMP “In conclusion, be strong in the Lord [draw your strength from Him and be 

empowered through your union with Him] and in the power of His [boundless] might. Put on the full 



 

armour of God [for His precepts are like the splendid armour of a heavily-armed soldier], so that you 

may be able to [successfully] stand up against all the schemes and the strategies and the deceits of 

the devil.” 
 

Jesus left us a LEGACY OF LOVE 
 

Romans 8 says that NOTHING can separate us from the LOVE of God. 
 

Colossians 3:14 NKJV “But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.” 
 

WHEN GOD MEASURES A MAN, HE PUTS THE TAPE AROUND HIS HEART - NOT HIS HEAD. 
 

Leaving a great legacy in Christ means learning to always WALK IN LOVE and we will all need lots of 

it. 

BIBLICAL LOVE: is the decision to benefit others unconditionally, because in Christ we have received 

unconditional LOVE from the Father. 
 

Jesus left us a LEGACY OF SACRIFICE 
 

It took great SACRIFICE and PAIN from JESUS to purchase our Redemption 
 

Salvation is FREE but it is not CHEAP! 
 

GREAT SACRIFICE WAS MADE SO THAT WE COULD ENJOY THE SOUTH AFRICA OF TODAY, BUT 

RECENTLY A CULTURE OF ENTITLEMENT HAS THREATENED TO ROB US OF OUR HERITAGE! 
 

If you are enjoying a freedom or benefit today, then someone before you made a sacrifice  

If we want future generations to Benefit from the GOSPEL we must be willing to make some 

SACRIFICES. 
 

Jesus left us a LEGACY OF SPIRITUALITY 
 

All the above points find the expression and power in this last point. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:14 NKJV “knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, 

and will present us with you. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:15 TPT “Yes, all things work for your enrichment so that more of God’s marvelous grace 

will spread to more and more people, resulting in an even greater increase of praise to God, bringing 

him even more glory!” 
 

The mistake we can make is thinking we must build our legacy but we need to just extend Christ’s 

legacy - it’s already established, settled and complete. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16 NKJV Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, 

yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.” 
 

 The greatest compliment anyone can give us and the highest form of Worship we can give 

God is becoming Christ-like and giving JESUS preeminence in everything. 



 

What does receiving a spiritual legacy actually mean? 
 

WE have ACCESS to multiple UNLIMITED resources THAT ARE FREELY at our disposal: 

 Instant Access to His Presence 

 The Help of the Holy Spirit daily 

 Rest 

 Prayer 

 Worship 

 The Word 

 Promises 

 Faith 

 Unity 

 Each Other 

 Hope 

 Power 

 Fruits of the Spirit 

 Gifts of the Spirit 

 

Colossians 3:12-13 NKJV “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, 

kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if 

anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 

 

elect of God: ek-lek-tos' 

select; by implication favourite: - chosen, elect. 

Thayer Definition: 

picked out, chosen 

 Of the Messiah in called “elect”, as appointed by God to the most exalted office conceivable. 

  choice, select, i.e. the best of its kind or class, excellence  

preeminent: applied to certain individual Christians. 


