
 

The Gift Part 5 by Ps Larry Elliott 

Maximize 
 

Luke 11:13 NKJV “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!””  
 

Maximize: to make as large or great as possible... to make the best use of...  
 

There are three BIG THOUGHTS for us to grasp today: 

- MAXIMIZE 

- CONTEND 

- POSITION 
 

Romans 8:11 NKJV “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 

raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in 

you.”  
 

Raised (egiro): to waken or rouse from a sleeping position  

Figuratively to collect your faculties and be ready for action. 
 

Give life (Quicken / zooporoe): to invigorate with spiritual power, to restore to life, to give 

increase  

Metaphorically it means to quicken the seed process of germinating, springing up & growing 
 

 So we see there is an Evidence of the Holy Spirit at work in the believer  
 

Acts 4:31 NKJV “And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together 

was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 

boldness.”  
 

When you remain full of the Holy Spirit, You don’t have to be an average, unhappy born-again 

believer.  

You can RISE ABOVE ANYTHING!  

This happens by us acknowledging JESUS and contending for The Holy Spirit in our lives.  
 

Romans 8:8-9 AMPC “So then those who are living the life of the flesh [catering to the appetites 

and impulses of their carnal nature] cannot please or satisfy God, or be acceptable to Him. But 

you are not living the life of the flesh, you are living the life of the Spirit, if the [Holy] Spirit of God 

[really] dwells within you [directs and controls you]. But if anyone does not possess the [Holy] 

Spirit of Christ, he is none of His [he does not belong to Christ, is not truly a child of God]. [Rom. 

8:14.]” 



 

The Holy Spirit is in them, but they don't let the evidence of it show up in their (mortal bodies) 

normal, day-to-day life.  
 

So it does not please God or help us when we leave JESUS out of our daily lives and then follow 

religious formulas to try to appease Him. 
 

He wants us to CONTEND to live the Spirit-filled life which produces freedom, boldness and 

courage.  
 

Romans 14:17-18 NKJV “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness 

and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to 

God and approved by men.” 
 

I urge you to contend daily for the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.  
 

The Christian life is definitely empowered by our relationship and fellowship with God (this is 

generated by the Holy Spirit). 
 

2 Corinthians 13:14 AMPC “The grace (favour and spiritual blessing) of the Lord Jesus Christ and 

the love of God and the presence and fellowship (the communion and sharing together, and 

participation) in the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen (so be it).” 

 

Relationship & Fellowship 

- God longs for a relationship with us not a religious experience based on do’s & don’ts 

- God draws us into this relationship in the first place it’s inward and personal 
 

There is a difference between the two: 

- Relationship is a matter of birth but fellowship is matter of choice  

- Relationship is about becoming a member of the family of God while fellowship is 

communion, sharing & participating in that family (it’s you & I contributing) 

- Salvation facilitates for our relationship with God but fellowship is a two-way intimacy! 

- In Christ we have Relationship with God, but fellowship is a matter of the heart wanting 

more and going after it. 

- Relationship is positional but fellowship is temporal 

 

Romans 8:28 NKJV “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, 

to those who are the called according to His purpose.” 
 

 Please notice there are two little conditions to “And we know that all things work together 

for good to those...   Love God & called according to His Purpose  



 

Love God (Obedience)  
 

John 14:15 AMPC “If you [really] love Me, you will keep (obey) My commands.”  
 

Called to His Purpose (Surrender)  

A yielding of our WILL in FAITH to our Father not trusting our own works but the finished work of 

JESUS.  
 

Romans 6:16 AMPC “Do you not know that if you continually surrender yourselves to anyone to 

do his will, you are the slaves of him whom you obey, whether that be to sin, which leads to 

death, or to obedience which leads to righteousness (right doing and right standing with God)?”  
 

There’s a difference between working to earn or deserve something and meeting a condition.  
 

Conditions are set not to keep us out or make us feel disqualified but rather to show us how to 

gain access so we can CONTEND & MAXIMIZE what Christ has already given us.  
 

CONTENDING for the Holy Spirit POSITIONS you for the deeper waters of the things of God 

related to your calling  
 

Luke 5:4-7 NKJV “When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep 

and let down your nets for a catch.” v5 But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have 

toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.” v6 And 

when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. v7 So 

they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and 

filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.”  
 

The Holy Spirit is a source of everything we need to walk in the Grace of Jesus Christ and 

Maximize every area of our lives 

 

Isaiah 11 shares the 7 spirits of God 

They are: 

Isaiah 11:1-2 NKJV “There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 

grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 

LORD.”  
 

Here listed are Seven Characteristics of the Holy Spirit of God that were upon Jesus  

{Some Scholars refer to them as Gifts flowing from the Holy Spirit  

or 7 Specific “Anointings” He releases...}  



 

They POSITIONED JESUS to MANIFEST GOD’s KINGDOM & MAXIMIZE His Life and they will do the 

same for US.  
 

CONTEND to know and allow these Characteristics [GIFTS] in our lives they POSITION US to 

MAXIMIZE and begin to display the Kingdom and release it on earth.  
 

1. The Spirit of the Lord  

This speaks about Government, Rulership and Structure.  
 

IT 

Mandates us for position. (QUALIFIES)  
 

Who we are in Christ, gives rise to Authority so we RULE in Life. (Establish His Kingdom in our 

realm of living)  
 

Spirit of the Lord upon You: 

- Gives us Determination 

- Causes us to overcome our enemies 

- Gives us courage to make declarations 

- Puts the right people around us 

- Causes us to rest 

- Produces freedom in us  
 

2. The Spirit of Wisdom 

This speaks about excellent decision making ability  
 

IT  

Equips us for position 
 

- Solomon was a manifestation of wisdom on the earth 

- Wisdom brings prosperity, delight, joy, contentment, justice, divine order 

- A Wise mind helps us speak positive words that translate to action 

- Wisdom helps us not to live outside what God desires for us 

- It produces respect from others 

- Attracts bigger and better opportunities 

- Causes us to know when to hide and know when to pursue 

- Know when to save and know when to spend  
 

3. The Spirit of Understanding 

This is an Awareness, Experience and Ability in Christ, all coming together at the correct 

moment  



 

Authorizes us for position 
 

Knowledge teaches us how to  

Wisdom teaches when and where to  
 

BUT Understanding Teaches us the Why Behind it all, so we can ENJOY PROGRESSIVE 

VICTORY and not just a flash in the pan.  
 

Understanding helps to Decipher or unlock revelation and apply it our lives and to Teach 

others  
 

Empower us to Remain and follow the process God is busy with.  
 

4. The Spirit of Counsel 

The ability to speak / receive the truth yourself and for others in a moment of need  
 

Prepares us for position 

- Shows how to rule as a Son / Daughter in the House of God 

- Shows us How to talk to God and to others 

- Helps us to Function in the different arenas of life 

- Gives us the desire to Want to get to know the Holy Spirit in us  
 

5. The Spirit of Might 

The strength to retain the territory and positions we take on our journey through life.  
 

Empowers us for position 

- Keeps us strong in the Spirit and helps us to ACCESS the supernatural realm. 

- Keeps us FOCUSED in the right direction and to take others with us. 

- We need His MIGHT to overcome the STRONGMEN that try and hold us back 

- Keeps God’s PASSION alive in our hearts, when we are fighting our battles 

- It propels is forward to the next level 

- Protects the JOY of the LORD 

- HELPS us to keep pressing into the PURPOSE of God for His CHURCH  
 

6. The Spirit of Knowledge 

A MIND TO LEARN AND KEEP GROWING (Teaches us about the previous 5) 
 

Reveals us for position 

- Your Faith can only grow to the point of your knowledge of God 

- You can only succeed to the point you are willing to keep learning and developing 

- Helps us to see areas we still need to improve and fight for  

 



 

7. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord 

Is about standing in Absolute awe and wonder of God  
 

Seals (KEEPS) us for position 

- It produces accountability and transparency in our lives and ministry 

- Challenges our hearts to keep growing towards Holiness, Intimacy and the Worship of 

God  

- Helps us to see how much we have In Christ but how much more there still is  
 

God gives His followers the Spirit so that we can get to know Him better and MAXIMIZE His 

Kingdom.  
 

But also so that He can REVEAL things to us for our BENEFIT & Growth.  
 

When we take hold of this God’s anointing will begin to operate more powerfully in our 

lives.  
 

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 AMPC But, on the contrary, as the Scripture says, What eye has not seen 

and ear has not heard and has not entered into the heart of man, [all that] God has prepared 

(made and keeps ready) for those who love Him [who hold Him in affectionate reverence, 

promptly obeying Him and gratefully recognizing the benefits He has bestowed]. [Isa. 64:4; 

65:17.] Yet to us God has unveiled and revealed them by and through His Spirit, for the [Holy] 

Spirit searches diligently, exploring and examining everything, even sounding the profound and 

bottomless things of God [the divine counsels and things hidden and beyond man's scrutiny].  
 

1 Corinthians 2:14 AMPC But the natural, non-spiritual man does not accept or welcome or 

admit into his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 

(meaningless nonsense) to him; and he is incapable of knowing them [of progressively 

recognizing, understanding, and becoming better acquainted with them] because they are 

spiritually discerned and estimated and appreciated.  
 

Don’t contend AGAINST but for the Holy Spirit  

Contend for the things of God  

Contend for your salvation and dreams  

Don’t just let unbelief override your FAITH  

Don’t settle for the status quo 
 

Prayer Starter: God, I want to be filled with the Holy Spirit every day. Help me to live with the 

freedom, boldness and courage You give in my daily life 

 

Extra Resource – The Power of 4 https://www.backtothebible.org/research 

https://www.backtothebible.org/research

