
 

Hope In Crisis by Ps Larry Elliott  

Part 2 
 

You’re not alone. 
 

Through Jesus’ resurrection, we’ve been given a LIVING HOPE that anchors our souls even in the 

most difficult seasons.  
 

Romans 15:13 NLT “I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and 

peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power 

of the Holy Spirit.”  

 

A. HOPE is our RESPONSE  
 

As Christians, we must learn how to respond in the face of a crisis. 
 

It’s never hopeless, but that doesn’t mean it’s EASY! When a crisis happens in our world, it’s easy 

to question our FAITH and then lose HOPE. 
 

We battle to stop the panic or fear as we face this crisis and we begin to struggle to keep the 

peace JESUS promised US as His followers. 

 

So how does HOPE RESPOND to natural disasters, pandemics, or any other scary unknowns we 

face? 

 

1. HOPE REMEMBERS  
 

Putting JESUS FIRST means remembering that this world is not our home.  
 

This world is temporary—it’s just a vapour.  
 

James 4:14 NKJV “whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what 

is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”  
 

Does that mean we just walk around unbothered by what’s going on around us? Of 

course not! We’re not to be conformed to the world, we are not of the world, but 

we are in this world and we are supposed to love people.  
 

Our response in times of danger or uncertainty isn’t to ignore the pain or suffering 

but to draw people towards God’s PEACE. 

 

2. HOPE SEEKS & ASKS GOD 
 

Seek the Lord and ask Him for Wisdom, take a moment of time in His Presence, 

receive His LOVE (produces HOPE) then listen to His promptings and ACT in FAITH.  

FAITH = confidence and boldness.  

We know what Jesus did for us, so we can be confident knowing that He is always 

with us.  



 

WHEN disaster strikes, we are not shaken because we are not forsaken. 
 

You might have questions about how a good God could allow such terrible things 

to happen in this world. That’s okay, ask your questions - God doesn’t evade our 

questions - He invites us to Him.  
 

But refer to His WORD: often He’s already explained and given us the answer, for 

example: Jesus never promised any of us a pain-free life.  

John 16:33 NKJV “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 

overcome the world.” 
 

Jesus was very realistic, we live in this fallen world, full of fallen humans and a real 

devil. He actually promised us that this world will bring trouble and uncertainty.  
 

That means when it comes we don’t lose hope, we stand strong with HOPE, 

because we know the outcome and we know our final destination.  
 

JESUS is the only place where we can find a peace that doesn’t change regardless 

of what problems we face. We don’t live like those who have no hope.  
 

Hebrews 10:23-25 NKJV “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 

wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider one another in order 

to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 

see the Day approaching.”  

 

B. Listen to the WORDS of Jesus 
 

Because we live by FAITH, not in FEAR, we must listen to what Jesus taught His disciples.  

(We are no different from them; Jesus will use life to prepare us for our future)  
 

Matthew 14:22-32 NKJV “Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before 

Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when He had sent the multitudes 

away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone 

there. But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was 

contrary. Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. And 

when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 

they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do 

not be afraid.” And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to 

You on the water.” So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he 

walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was 

afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” And immediately Jesus 

stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.”  

 



 

Faith is a simple but solid TRUST in the God who saved us. We live in a time where there is no 

shortage of information. And that’s an incredible gift!  
 

Especially in times of disaster, it’s wonderful to be able to communicate quickly, take action 

swiftly, and connect globally on current events.  
 

But when we consume too much information - particularly in isolation - it can leave us feeling 

anxious, overwhelmed, and alone.  

In a world where there’s a new headline every hour, it can be easy to start living in fear.  
 

But as followers of Jesus, we are called to live by faith - not to live in fear.  
 

Paul reminds us of this in 2 Timothy:  

2 Timothy 1:7 TPT “For God will never give you the spirit of fear, but the Holy Spirit who gives you 

mighty power, love, and self-control.”  
 

The fear we often feel isn’t from God.  

When we start feeling afraid, it’s the perfect time to pray.  

This doesn’t mean we won’t ever feel fear.  
 

In fact, fear can often motivate us to do the right thing, to avoid danger, or to make wise 

choices.  

But we can’t allow feelings of fear to overcome our faith in God.  

How can we do that when we’re bombarded by notifications about the next big tragedy?  
 

Here’s what Jesus said:  

John 14:26-27 NKJV “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 

will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I 

leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 

heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  
 

Jesus doesn’t say to not be afraid because we’ll always get the outcome we ask for.  

Instead, He promises peace because we have access to His presence.  

Jesus says that peace is a gift.  
 

That means that Jesus freely offers us peace every moment of every day. Our job is to accept it. 

To receive it. To continually go to God and ask for His peace in the middle of life’s problems.  
 

So what can Christians do in the face of unknown disasters?  

We can remember that we live by faith.  
 

II Corinthians 5:6-8 NKJV “So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the 

body we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, yes, well 

pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”  

 

C. Don’t be SELFISH  
 

Anyone can be Selfish at a time like this and make decisions that only benefit ourselves.  



 

In the wake of pandemics, natural disasters, or other crises, it’s natural to want to hoard supplies 

and think of yourself first.  

And while it’s certainly not wrong to protect and provide for yourself and your family; as Jesus-

followers, we are called to be sacrificial, not selfish.  
 

Philippians 2:3-5 NLT Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 

better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, 

too. You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.  
 

In times of crisis many people will turn inward. They’ll stock up supplies, hide themselves away, 

and hoard their resources.  

While there’s nothing wrong with being prepared, as the body of Christ we put others first. 

There’s a different between wisely preparing and selfishly storing.  
 

If there’s a pandemic or emergency in your area, you should absolutely follow guidelines from 

your governmental and health officials. You should absolutely listen to wise council and prepare 

yourself and your loved ones.  
 

But we cannot serve ourselves at the expense of others.  

Just think about the early Church: They continually met together. They sold property and 

personal possessions so that they could meet needs in their community.  

It wasn’t about the church building. It was about the people.  
 

As Jesus-followers, we are the Church. No matter what is happening in the world around us, we 

are called to lead the way in irrational generosity.  
 

We are called to be the Church by loving those around us the way Jesus would.  
 

We share with those in need. We stand ready to do what is good. We think of others before 

ourselves.  

Jesus wasn’t selfish. He was sacrificial. He gave up His life so that we could find ours.  
 

As His followers, we lead the way - especially in emergencies - by being sacrificial, not selfish.  
 

Acts 2:42-47 NKJV And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and 

signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in 

common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had 

need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor 

with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 
 

John 15:13 NKJV “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”  
 

John 13:34 NKJV “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another.”  

 



 

D. Let your LIGHT SHINE 
  

Don’t hide it, shine it!  

During times of emergency, we often discover that panic is contagious.  

But the good news is that the message of Jesus is way more contagious than any chaos we 

face.   
 

So, how can we, as the Church, respond to chaos? We shine the light; we do not hide it.  
 

Check out these words from Jesus:  

When the world gets dark, we shine our light.  
 

We don’t hide ourselves away. We seize any and every opportunity to light up dark places with 

the light of God’s love.  
 

What does that look like in emergencies? It looks like helping our neighbors. It looks like giving 

generously to the church and other organizations who are making a difference in your 

community and helping those impacted by tragedy.  
 

It looks like serving others, taking people meals, sharing our supplies, and countless other things.  

Because here’s the thing: following Jesus isn’t just something that we do once a week when we 

make it to church. Following Jesus is a radical, daily decision to die to ourselves and put God 

and others first.  
 

In uncertain times, people are more likely than ever to search for answers.  

People are looking for hope.  

Let’s be people who don’t just say we love others - let’s really love them.  

Let’s be known for more than a gathering once a week.  

Let’s be known for meeting needs, for dealing in hope, and for shining light into darkness.  
 

What can we do amidst a crisis? We shine the light; we do not hide it.  
 

Matthew 5:14-16 NKJV “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives 

light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father in heaven.  
 

Romans 12:9-10 NKJV “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 

Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 

another;”  
 

1 Peter 3:15 NKJV But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 

defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 

 

E. Butterflies maybe, but no FEAR 
 

Not Afraid in the Face of Crisis  

We’ve talked about a few ways that we, as followers of Christ, can respond to crisis and 



 

emergency situations.  

We let our HOPE ANSWER and don’t live in fear; we live by faith.  

We live sacrificially, not selfishly.  

And we shine the light; we don’t hide it.  
 

But there’s another story from the life of Jesus that is helpful to us in the face of life’s storms. The 

disciples reacted in fear of this crazy storm, forgetting that Jesus was right there with them and 

we do the same thing. 

But Jesus calmed the storm, because Jesus was more powerful than a storm.  
 

Mark 4:38-41 NKJV But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to 

Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” Then He arose and rebuked the wind, 

and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. But He 

said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” And they feared 

exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey 

Him!” 
 

1 Peter 5:6-7 NKJV Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 
 

Hebrews 13:5-6 NKJV “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things 

as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may boldly 

say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 
 

God is with you and His fighting for you, don’t give up now.  
 

2 Corinthians 4:7-9 NKJV But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the 

power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we 

are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed- 
 

Zechariah 9:12 NKJV “Return to the stronghold, you prisoners of hope. Even today I declare that I 

will restore double to you.” 


