
 

Finding God’s Stride by Ps Larry Elliott 

Part 1 
 

Prayer is about connection, not just getting answers or things from God, I would like to call that 

the fruit of Prayer! 
 

Genesis 5:24 NKJV “And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.”  
 

WALKED: haw-lak  

To walk for another / someone else  

To walk a journey as a lifestyle! 
 

 In the sport of running and especially long-distance running, finding your stride or pace 

helps you get into a rhythm AND can mean the difference between success or failure and 

even ongoing injuries.  
 

One of the most difficult and even painful things for a Believer to discover and get right is Finding 

God‟s Rhythm for your Life.  
 

I want to talk about Prayer in relation “Finding God‟s Stride” 
 

Stride:  

- A step or stage in progress towards an aim 

- To walk with long, decisive steps in a specified direction 

- To advance or make specific, significant progress 
 

 I want for us to become people (a Church) God can work through and that flows out of 

true fellowship and a oneness with God.  
 

2 Kings 3:9 NKJV “So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom, and 

they marched on that roundabout route seven days; and there was no water for the army, nor 

for the animals that followed them.  
 

 So these 3 Kings formed an alliance and were going into Battle (Moab for rebelling 

against King Jehoram of Israel) so they Marched into a Barren region of the desert which 

had no water!  
 

2 Kings 3:17 NKJV For thus says the LORD: „You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that 

valley shall be filled with water, so that you, your cattle, and your animals may drink.‟  
 

This story goes from the probability of defeat, failure and even death, to life, provision and 

overwhelming victory.  
 

SO What happens between v9 and v17 must give us insight to how we can find God‟s Stride for 

our Life and enter into the LIFE, VICTORY and PROVISION CHRIST HAS ALREADY PURCHASED FOR 

US!  
 

We are going on this journey, this WALK OF PRAYER to discover God‟s Stride for our Lives. 
 



 

1. Desperation  
 

2 Kings 3:10 NKJV “And the king of Israel said, “Alas! For the LORD has called these three kings 

together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”  
 

We mustn‟t underestimate God‟s ability to use a desperate situation, something beyond your 

ability to handle, to cause us to seek Him in Prayer.  
 

I think desperation is a part of all our testimonies.  
 

No doubt, in desperate times, one should call upon God.  
 

So Biblically, desperation has its place.  
 

But, I believe that desperation can also be misunderstood.  

While we should call upon God when we face hardships and God will use them to mold us and 

reveal His goodness to us, desperation should never be a permanent place or lifestyle of the 

Spirit-filled believer.  
 

Don‟t believe the idea we have to plead and press in order to get something from God.  
 

I don‟t think any of us are that persuasive and the reality is God loves us and wants to 

permanently be part of our lives.  
 

2 Kings 3:11 NKJV But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the LORD here that we may 

inquire of the LORD by him?” So one of the servants of the king of Israel answered and said, 

“Elisha the son of Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.”  
 

Our lifestyle should be one of Walking with Him, when desperate things happen we 

automatically turn towards God in Prayer, this creates a powerful moment for transition, growth 

and breakthrough!  
 

2. Prayer  
 

 Don‟t see PRAYER as an empty cup you take to the tap when you are thirsty, it‟s is the TAP 

that keeps you connected to the living water all the time!  
 

I Timothy 2:8 NKJV “I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, 

without wrath and doubting;”  
 

Prayer has often been compared to an old water pump.  

When a pump is frequently used, the water pours out at the first stroke because the water level is 

high.  

But, if the pump has not been used for awhile, the water level gets low and one must pump for a 

long time before the water trickles out.  

So it is with our prayers.  

If we neglect them, it is difficult to recapture the sense of God's presence.  

However, if we find His Stride for our lives we stay in fellowship all the time, so the surging stream 

of God-awareness stays high in our lives.  



 

 PRAYER is not overcoming God‟s reluctance; it‟s laying hold of His willingness and then 

enforcing His Word / Will on Earth and our circumstances!  
 

 Prayer positions us to Receive the Power of God!  
 

Hebrews 5:7 NKJV “who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 

supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and 

was heard because of His godly fear,”  
 

 He never received the answer He wanted, but He did receive the power He needed to 

go through it!  
 

 Prayer is powerful because it joins our heart with the heart of God.  

When this happens we are in Stride with God and it affects our daily lives for good.  
 

I believe prayer is one of the greatest powers available in the World today, I know it‟s a bold 

statement, but it‟s true!  
 

Prayer opens the door for God to move as we engage; the provision of heaven comes in and it 

will produce: wisdom, direction, encouragement or a miraculous breakthrough.  
 

When you are in step with Him you may not see everything change immediately but we are 

filled with a sense of value and purpose and it makes a difference. 
 

3. Recognize the Anointing  
 

2 Kings 3:12 NKJV And Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the LORD is with him.” So the king of Israel 

and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him.  
 

Do you see the anointing on your Pastor, the Local Church, is the Word of the Lord There?  
 

Who is your Person of God that God has placed you with?  

(Familiarity hinders the anointing, taking spiritual things as common will not help you)  
 

2 Kings 3:13-14 NKJV Then Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What have I to do with you? Go to 

the prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother.” But the king of Israel said to him, 

“No, for the LORD has called these three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.” 

And Elisha said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, surely were it not that I regard 

the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not look at you, nor see you.  
 

You never come up short when you serve the Kingdom, your Local Church and your Pastor or 

team leaders.  
 

Elisha was always only known as Elijah‟s servant and he was ok with that (more than ok) and yet 

he did twice the miracles and accomplishments of Elijah  
 

 That‟s Humility...King Jehoshaphat immediately recognizes the Anointing, power and 

gifting that was upon him...  
 

That‟s why the Prayer of Agreement with stronger believers and power of intercession praying for 



 

each other  

(Ps Laurel pray 3 minutes each day)  
 

4. Praise (Creating an Atmosphere)  
 

2 Kings 3:15 NKJV But now bring me a musician.” Then it happened, when the musician played, 

that the hand of the LORD came upon him.  
 

 The preceding verse speaks about King Jehoshaphat of Judah (Praise), the lineage of 

Jesus 

 He didn‟t regard the person but who he stood for and had become 

 When we are PRAISERs we become like JESUS 

 Praise creates an atmosphere for God‟s presence and therefore for His will to be made 

manifest.  
 

Ephesians 5:19-20 NKJV “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God 

the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”  
 

As you allow yourself to be filled with the Spirit by lifting songs of praise to the Lord, you will know 

what His will is for your situation.  

You will then step into His wisdom for that situation as well!  

(JESUS IS OUR WISDOM)  
 

Sometimes the more I think about a situation, the more confused I get.  

But the more I Praise the BOLDER I become.  
 

So lift up songs of praise to the Lord, whether times are good or bad, fill your mouth with praises 

to God, He will lead you and guide you in all the affairs of your life. 
 

5. The Word 
 

2 Kings 3:16 NKJV And he said, “Thus says the LORD: „Make this valley full of ditches.‟  
 

Once we have God‟s Stride we must take Him at His WORD and be DOERS of it...  
 

The only areas I‟ve kept failing at in my life are areas I haven‟t applied His WORD! 
 

I want God to speak to me, but sometimes we try to pick and choose which instructions to obey.  
 

You have to put ACTION to your PRAYERS: “What ditches are you digging right now”  
 

Some of what God asks you to do will be fun and exciting.  

Other things He says may not be so thrilling, but that doesn‟t mean they won‟t work out for your 

good if you‟ll simply follow His instructions.  
 

I‟ve dug ditches in the wrong place at times and no water came, it‟s discouraging...  

I had to face up to and even go back and close them up!  

 



 

Some of you need to stop making excuses, you may have prayed and even heard God‟s voice, 

but you didn‟t obey, so you forfeited the blessing you would have had.  
 

If the ditches you dug have remained DRY, ask the Lord to show you and He will, but then be 

ready to OBEY when He shows you. 
 

PRAY AND THEN OBEY  
 

Isaiah 1:19 NKJV “If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land;” 
 

6. You Always Get More in Prayer 
 

When our steps are in God‟s Stride for our lives, you always get MORE than you imagined  
 

2 Kings 3:17-18 NKJV For thus says the LORD: „You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet 

that valley shall be filled with water, so that you, your cattle, and your animals may drink.‟ And 

this is a simple matter in the sight of the LORD; He will also deliver the Moabites into your hand.”  
 

 I‟m not just gonna give you the water you need, that‟s simple, I‟m also gonna deliver your 

enemy into your hands 
 

Job 22:26-30 NKJV “For then you will have your delight in the Almighty, and lift up your face to 

God. You will make your prayer to Him, He will hear you, and you will pay your vows. You will also 

declare a thing, and it will be established for you; so light will shine on your ways. When they cast 

you down, and you say, „Exaltation will come! ‟ Then He will save the humble person. He will 

even deliver one who is not innocent; yes, he will be delivered by the purity of your hands.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALVATION PRAYER: (Romans 10:8-10)  

Father God, Thank you for sending Jesus to die on the cross for my sin. 

I Believe in Jesus today and invite Him into my heart. 

I receive your forgiveness, Thank You God for saving me.  

 


