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The Cross  
 

John 3:16-17 TPT “For here is the way God loved the world—he gave his only, unique Son as a 

gift. So now everyone who believes in him will never perish but experience everlasting life. God 

did not send his Son into the world to judge and condemn the world, but to be its Savior and 

rescue it!” 
 

This is the reason for the Cross, so Easter is a time of reflection, evaluation and celebration  
 

So over this Easter Weekend as we conclude our series ReNew, ReBuild & ReStore, we are going 

back to the book of Joel where it all began! 

And see how each of these Re‟s are represented 
 

Hebrews 13:20-21 NKJV “Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the 

dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 

you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

Joel prophesied at a time of great devastation to the entire land of Judah. 
 

A once beautiful and lush land had become a place of tragedy and destruction in a matter of 

hours?  
 

[Clip on LOCUSTS https://youtu.be/HmvAIQyvtUE ] 
 

Joel 1and 2 speaks of Judgement, Repentance and Restoration  

It‟s powerful to realize that Moses in his sermon to Israel warned them if they disobeyed “locusts 

would consume all their trees and produce” (Deut 28:38-46)  
 

Joel 2:28-32 He also clearly foretells of a future time when God will judge the world in the “Day of 

the Lord” and speaks of a time when the Spirit of God will be poured out and the Church would 

arise.  
 

It‟s a time when Redemption and Restoration would be made available to everyone through 

the Spirit-filled Believer  

 

ReNew 
 

Joel 2:28-32 NKJV “And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young 

men shall see visions. v29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out 

My Spirit in those days. v30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and 

fire and pillars of smoke. v31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. v32 And it shall come to pass 

That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 

there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has said, Among the remnant whom the LORD calls.” 

https://youtu.be/HmvAIQyvtUE


 

No events in Joel‟s time relate or answer this prophetic section.  
 

It has its initial fulfillment starting on this weekend of the Crucifixion and Resurrection and the 40 

days leading up to the day of Pentecost and the birth of the Church, which began the “Last 

days” and the dispensation of Grace (That‟s where we are currently living)! which will culminate 

at the return of the Messiah Jesus Christ and the subsequent end of the World and Judgement 

of God.  

It‟s a time when „whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved‟ and a time that God is 

calling all nations to Himself!  
 

This SPEAKS of ReNewal  

And Renewal for the Christian is all about RIGHT Believing and Right Thinking  
 

As Christians, we can't accept every thought that comes into our heads.  

Instead, we need to measure our thoughts against the standard of Scripture.  
 

That‟s the Spiritual Warfare we all face and have to address.  
 

2 Corinthians 10:1-6 NKJV “Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and 

gentleness of Christ— who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward 

you. v2 But I beg you that when I am present I may not be bold with that confidence by which I 

intend to be bold against some, who think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. v3 For 

though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. v4 For the weapons of our 

warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, v5 casting down 

arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 

thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, v6 and being ready to punish all disobedience 

when your obedience is fulfilled.”  
 

Here's a practical example:  

If someone hurts your feelings, you will be upset, but you shouldn't remain upset with them for 

days on end.  

That only gives Satan the opportunity to plant seeds of bitterness.  
 

Instead, you need to reject negative thinking and refuse to let it drain you of your peace and 

joy.  
 

You must turn to God and say, "Father, I need Your strength. By faith I choose to receive Your 

grace so that I can forgive those who mistreated or wronged me. I pray for them and ask You to 

bless them and help me go on with my life. In Jesus' name, amen."  
 

3 John 1:1-4 NKJV “The Elder, To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth: Beloved, I pray that you 

may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. For I rejoiced greatly when 

brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. I have no 

greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.”  
 

As our minds are renewed with God's Word, our thinking will change and line up with Scripture 



 

and our SOUL BEGINS TO PROSPER!  
 

Then, day by day, godly boundaries around our thoughts will be established and reinforced and 

your THINKING begins to HOLD GOD‟S THOUGHTS.  
 

These limits will not only keep out the deceptions of the enemy, but help you live a more 

enjoyable, godly life, because you understand His Will!  
 

John 8:32 NKJV “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  
 

John 8:36 NKJV Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” 
 

Your Right-Believing (in line with the Word) creates your Right-Thinking and that leads to freedom 

and right choices and actions!  
 

Romans 12:1-3 NKJV “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 

v2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. v3 For I say, 

through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of 

faith.”  
 

Luke 11:34-36 NKJV “The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your 

whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness. v35 

Therefore take heed that the light which is in you is not darkness. v36 If then your whole body is 

full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of 

a lamp gives you light.” 
 

John 1:14 NKJV “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  
 

Prayer Starter: Lord, I only want to accept the right thoughts. Alert me when the enemy brings a 

bad thought my way so that I can take it captive into obedience to You.  

 

ReBuild  
 

Joel 2:18-19 NKJV Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, and pity His people. [19] The LORD 

will answer and say to His people, “Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, and you 

will be satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations. 
 

God is building His Church, so what Joel was to a ravaged Judah, the Church is to a ravaged 

world.  
 

God is establishing His Kingdom on Earth in us and through us.  
 

I will build my Church  
 



 

Matthew 16:17-19 NKJV “Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for 

flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. v18 And I also say 

to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 

not prevail against it. v19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 

you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 
 

MSG: God showed you who I am now I‟ll tell you who you are! 


