
 

Brand New Part 5 by Ps Mandy Elliott 

Crowns 
 

Revelation 4:4 NLT Twenty-four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-four elders sat on them. They 

were all clothed in white and had gold crowns on their heads. 
 

A crown is the traditional symbolic form of headgear worn by a monarch or by a deity, for 

whom the crown traditionally represents power, legitimacy, victory, triumph, honour, and glory, 

as well as immortality, righteousness, and resurrection. 
 

5 CROWNS of the Believer 
 

Revelation 22:12 NKJV “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to 

every one according to his work. 
 

There are five crowns that are listed in the New Testament:  
 

 The Imperishable Crown.  

1 Corinthians 9:25 NKJV And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. 

Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 
 

Athletes do it for and earthly prize but we do it for an eternal prize. 
 

RECIPIENTS: Awarded to those who exercise self-discipline. 

ABOUT THE CROWN: In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Paul calls the crown of victory “an imperishable 

crown” and compares it to the perishable wreaths for which athletes competed in the Greek 
games. Paul's point is that winning a race requires training, discipline, and sacrifice. And if 

athletes work so diligently to win a perishable crown, how much more motivated should we be 

as Christians to win an imperishable crown from God? If we are to win the crown of victory, we 

too must practice discipline and sacrifice. 

 

 1 Thessalonians 2:19 NKJV For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even 

you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 
 

RECIPIENTS: Awarded to those who have led others to Christ. 
ABOUT THE CROWN: Sometimes called “the soul-winner's crown”, the crown of rejoicing is the 

crown that Almighty God gives to us when we reach out to others with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

When Paul was talking to the Thessalonians, he said, in effect, “Thessalonians, let me tell you 
what the crown of rejoicing is: It's you! Because we ministered to you. And someday, when we 

stand before the Lord, you're going to be there because we had a ministry to you.” Some 

people in the Church are constant witnesses; they talk to people all the time about Jesus, and 

they‟re candidates for this crown. 

 

 2 Timothy 4:8 NKJV Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 



 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all 

who have loved His appearing. 
 

RECIPIENTS: Awarded to those who have a longing for the Lord Jesus and look for His return. 

ABOUT THE CROWN: Paul was prepared to meet the Lord, and he was certain of his own 

imminent death as he wrote the second letter to Timothy. Like Paul, some people have their 

heart set on heaven and on seeing Jesus Christ. Those are the people that will win the crown of 

righteousness, because they love and long for the appearing of the Lord. 

 

 James 1:12 NKJV Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love 

Him. 
 

RECIPIENTS: Awarded to those who have endured and triumphed over trial, temptation, and 

persecution. 
 

ABOUT THE CROWN: Many believers have endured and triumphed over trial and temptation and 

persecution, even to the point of martyrdom. And the motivation for doing so has to be love for 

the Lord. In the early days of heaven, those people will be walking around with the crown of life, 

because they endured trials and suffering and honoured God in the midst of it. 

 

 1 Peter 5:4 NKJV and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of 

glory that does not fade away. 
 

RECIPIENTS: Awarded to those who are faithful shepherds of God's flock. 
 

ABOUT THE CROWN: God has one out of the five crowns reserved for those who are in leadership 
and who are faithful shepherds of God's people. And you know what? You don't have to be a 

pastor or even on a church staff to earn it. Maybe you shepherd a small group - you are a 

facilitator and you shepherd that group and care about and pray for the people that come 
every week. You are in the running for “the shepherd's crown” - the crown of glory. 

 

REWARDS 
 

1. Reject the Misconceptions about Rewards 
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 NKJV For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them. 
 

2. Remember That the Lord Is Your Reward 

No matter what we may receive in heaven, the Lord Himself remains our greatest reward. 



 

Genesis 15:1 NKJV After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 
 

3. Resist Doing Work Outwardly for a Reward 
Don't serve the Lord just for the purpose of receiving a reward. Serve Him because you love Him. 
 

4. Reflect Upon the Ultimate Goal of Rewards 

One day we will give our crowns to the Lord Jesus as offerings of worship and praise. And we 
won't want to be empty- handed! 
 

The Bema seat 
 

The places where Jesus was brought before Caesar Agrippa and judged 
 

Tribunal for rewards 
 

The Bema in the tribunal for rewards; in large Olympic areas there was an elevated seat which 

the judge of the contest sat. After the contest was over, the successful competitors would 

assemble before the bema to receive their rewards or their crown. The bema was not a judicial 

bench where someone was condemned: it was a reward seat. Likewise, the Judgement seat of 

Christ is not a judicial bench. The Christian life is a race, and the Devine umpire is Christ. After the 

race is over for each believer, He will gather every member before the Bema for the purpose of 

examining each one and giving the proper reward to each. 
 

Some suffer loss: 

Not everyone will receive the same reward. At the judgement seat of Christ, there will be those 

who suffer loss. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:15 NKJV If anyone‟s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 

yet so as through fire. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:10-13 NKJV According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise 

master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed 

how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 

straw, each one‟s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed 

by fire; and the fire will test each one‟s work, of what sort it is. 
 

Fire: 

The judgement will be by fire. The Bible describes Christ in this manner. 
 

Revelation 1:14 NLT His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes 

were like flames of fire. 
 

Fire often symbolizes the holiness of God 
 

Deuteronomy 4:24 NLT The LORD your God is a devouring fire; he is a jealous God. 



 

Believers would want to appear without shame before this seat.  
 

1 John 2:28 NLT And now, dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when he returns, 

you will be full of courage and not shrink back from him in shame. 
 

Full Reward: 
 

BELIEVERS will receive their full reward for their deeds of faith 
 

2 John 1:8 NLT Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked so hard to achieve. Be 

diligent so that you receive your full reward. 
 

Be careful not to lose your Reward: 
 

Revelation 3:11 NLT I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away 

your crown. 
 

Position of Honour: 

All who experience the judgement seat of Christ will possess the honours and privileges as 

children of God.  
 

Matthew 10:32 NKJV “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before 

My Father who is in heaven. 
 

Gifts to be received: 
  

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 NKJV But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered 

into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” [10] But God 

has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things 

of God. 
 

Rewards proportionate 

The rewards that a believer receives will be proportionate to the faithfulness they show in this life. 

The key is faithfulness to the gifts God has given. 
 

The worker that get paid the same wage for a half day‟s work. 
 

1 Corinthians 4:2 NKJV Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 
 

Different degrees of Rewards 
 

Jesus spoke of different degrees of rewards in a parable that He gave. 
 

Luke 19:17-19 NKJV And he said to him, „Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in 

a very little, have authority over ten cities.‟ And the second came, saying, „Master, your mina 

has earned five minas.‟ Likewise he said to him, „You also be over five cities.‟ 
 

Crowns: 

The rewards believers receive are called crowns. 



 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 TPT I have fought an excellent fight. I have finished my full course and I‟ve kept 

my heart full of faith. [There‟s a crown of righteousness waiting in heaven for me, and I know that 

my Lord will reward me on his day of righteous judgment. And this crown is not only waiting for 

me, but for all who love and long for his unveiling. 
 

Book of Life: 

Those who overcome will have their names written In the Lambs book of Life. In addition they will 

be acknowledged before the Father and the Holy angels. 
 

After the Rapture: 
 

The judging of believers will occur after the rapture of the church, but before the second 

coming of Christ to the earth. 
 

Revelation 19:7-8 TPT Let us rejoice and exalt him and give him glory, because the wedding 

celebration of the Lamb has come. And his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, shining 

bright and clear, has been given to her to wear, and the fine linen represents the righteous 

deeds of his holy believers.”  
 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the church.) 
 

We are told that the bride is clothed with righteous deeds. The church therefore has already 

been at the judgement seat of Christ because they are ready for the groom when He comes. 

Hence the judgement takes place sometime before the second coming of Christ. 
 

Our job is to make sure we are ready and that the church (bride) is ready with clean garments, 

her robes of righteousness. 
 

It is the church‟s task to ensure that every invitation extended is confirmed. 

The same wage is given to the worker that begins to work at the end of the day as the amount 

paid for the full day. 
 

Jesus is extending that invitation to everyone, for those who have accepted our role is to clean 

up and organize His Church to be ready...for those who don‟t know Christ it‟s all our roles to 

bring them to Christ‟s banquet, once we have been received the doors will be closed. 

 

 


