
 

Brand New Part 6 by Ps Mandy Elliott 

Judgements – Wanted Dead or Alive 

 

1. The Rapture 
 

Once the following is complete 
 

Matthew 24:14 NKJV And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 

witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
 

Matthew 24:31 NKJV And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will 

gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 

What happens when the rapture takes place? 

The trumpet calls and first the dead in Christ will awaken 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 NKJV For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
 

There will be an order to how things happen 

- In the twinkling of an eye He will come down upon the clouds and meets us in the air. 
 

Divine transformation 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 NKJV Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed - in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 

- We are taken up and our bodies are transformed from corruptible to incorruptible bodies, 

like that of Jesus on the day He rose and Thomas saw His hands. 

- We will go before the Bema tribunal where we will receive our rewards and crowns for our 

lives lived here on earth as believers. 
 

REMAIN STEADFAST IN FAITH 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58 NKJV Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

 

2. The Bema Seat 
 

- Tribunal for rewards 
 

Area where we will be evaluated in regards to our walk with Christ. The bema is the tribunal for 

rewards.  

In large Olympic areas there was an elevated seat which the judge of the contest sat.  

After the contest was over, the successful competitors would assemble before the bema to 

receive their rewards or their crown. The bema was not a judicial bench where someone was 

condemned: it was a reward seat.  

Likewise, the Judgement seat of Christ is not a judicial bench.  
 

The Christian life is a race, and the Divine umpire is Christ. After the race is over for each believer, 



 

He will gather every member before the bema for the purpose of examining each one and 

giving the proper reward to each. 
 

Some suffer loss: 
 

1 Corinthians 3:10-13 NKJV According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise 

master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed 

how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 

straw, each one‘s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed 

by fire; and the fire will test each one‘s work, of what sort it is. 
 

We won‘t lose our salvation but our efforts or works may burn in the pure fire of love that will see 

through our lives - what is of eternal value shall remain and what is not will be consumed by fire. 

Anything you do that edifies you, own motives, feelings, needs. 
 

Not everyone will receive the same reward. At the judgement seat of Christ, there will be those 

who suffer loss. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:15 NKJV If anyone‘s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 

yet so as through fire. 
 

Fire 

The judgement will be by fire. The Bible describes Christ in this manner. 
 

Revelation 1:14 NLT His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes 

were like flames of fire. 
 

 Fire often symbolizes the holiness of God 
 

Deuteronomy 4:24 NKJV For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 
 

Without shame 

Believers would want to appear without shame before this seat.  

Fear, doubt and unbelief and pride = the opposite of courage - the underwriters of shame. 
 

1 John 2:28 NLT And now, dear children, remain in fellowship with Christ so that when he returns, 

you will be full of courage and not shrink back from him in shame. 
 

Confirmation of salvation and in right-standing with Christ. 

Since we are saved, we are - forgiven, justified, redeemed, sanctified and made righteous in 

Christ. When we stand before Him we will stand with no Condemnation! 
 

Romans 8:1-2 ESV There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. [2] 

For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
 

Romans 8:30 ESV And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 

also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 

Position of Honour 

All who experience the judgement seat of Christ will possess the honours and privileges as 

children of God.  



 

Matthew 10:32 NKJV ―Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before 

My Father who is in heaven. 
 

Gifts to be received  

The apostle Paul, speaking of Gods gifts and says: 
 

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 NKJV But as it is written: ―Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered 

into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.‖ [10] But God 

has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things 

of God. 

 

3. After the Rapture 
 

The judging of believers will occur after the rapture of the church, but before the second 

coming of Christ to the earth as is said in the book of Revelation. 
 

Revelation 19:7-8 TPT Let us rejoice and exalt him and give him glory, because the wedding 

celebration of the Lamb has come. And his bride has made herself ready. [8] Fine linen, shining 

bright and clear, has been given to her to wear, and the fine linen represents the righteous 

deeds of his holy believers.‖ 
 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the church) 

We are told that the Bride is clothed with righteous deeds. The Church (corporately) therefore 

has already been at the judgement seat of Christ because they the Church are ready for the 

Groom when He comes.  

- Hence the judgement takes place sometime before the second coming of Christ. 
 

Our job is to make sure we are ready and that the Church (Bride) is ready with clean garments, 

her robes of righteousness, that we have done the good works He has called us to 

Preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ / Evangelizing - getting people saved / Ministering to the 

broken-hearted, downtrodden / Feeding the poor of every race and creed, not selective in 

doing so 
 

It is the church‘s task to ensure that every invitation extended is confirmed. 

The same wage is given to the worker that begins to work at the end of the day as the amount 

paid for the full day. Meaning if you get saved just before the day of the Lord comes or just a bit 

earlier the pay is the same. 

Jesus is extending that invitation to everyone, for those who have accepted Jesus, our role is to 

clean up and organize His church to be ready...for those who don‘t know Christ it‘s also our job 

to see they get the invitation...WE DON‘T WANT PEOPLE TO SAY WE DIDN'T GET IT, THE INVITATION 

DIDN'T REACH US OR IT WASN'T CLEAR!! We are to bring them to Christ‘s banquet, once we have 

been received and the doors will be closed, no one else will be let in. And that‘s on us. 
 

Why do you think the elders would cast their crowns of gold before the throne? We have 

already seen that the crowns of gold symbolize the mind of Christ. The thinking of the elders has 

become one with Christ's thinking. It is the final act in proclaiming that their will is completely in 

submission to God's will and government! It is like putting your signature to an agreement or 

covenant. Even as Jesus only did what the Father showed Him to do, so the 24 elders, who 



 

symbolize the complete royal priesthood, only do what the Father shows them to do! Here is a 

government where the co-rulers are in complete submission to the head - not because of an 

egotistical, forceful control that damns if you don't obey - but because the very life of their 

Creator permeates and indwells them. This is the life that is exemplified by the four living 

creatures! 
 

Revelation 4:11 NKJV ―You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You 

created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.‖ 

As we are awed in our spirit by Christ's worthiness, we joyfully join in this beautiful chorus! 
 

Over-comers have received a revelation of the greatness of our Lord God. He has created all for 

His purpose!  
 

Colossians 1:15-17,19 NKJV He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 

[16] For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created 

through Him and for Him. [17] And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. [19] For it 

pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 
 

He is worthy to receive all glory and honor and praise 

God created for a purpose! Everything is to come under His rule because only His rule is good! 

He is good, His rule is good, and His purpose for humanity is good!  
 

He achieves His purpose, not by force, but by giving us His life! Glory to God! 

 

Judgements   

There are two judgements:  

 

a) The believers (the judgement seat of Christ)  
 

Romans 14:10-13 NKJV But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for 

your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: ―As I live, 

says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God.‖ So then 

each of us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one another 

anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother‘s 

way. 
 

Revelation 20:12 ESV And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 

books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 

were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
 

We may look down over hell one day, as someone say you didn‘t communicate Christianity to 

me properly. Because of the way you yourself lived. 

 

b) Unbelievers judgement ( the Great White Throne Judgement) 
 

Revelation 20:12 ESV And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 

books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 

were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 



 

c) As believers we have passed this judgement - the Christians judgement 
 

John 5:24 NLT ―I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent 

me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed 

from death into life. 
 

John 5:25-30 NLT ―And I assure you that the time is coming, indeed it‘s here now, when the dead 

will hear my voice—the voice of the Son of God. And those who listen will live. [26] The Father 

has life in himself, and he has granted that same life-giving power to his Son. [27] And he has 

given him authority to judge everyone because he is the Son of Man. [28] Don‘t be so surprised! 

Indeed, the time is coming when all the dead in their graves will hear the voice of God‘s Son, 

[29] and they will rise again. Those who have done good will rise to experience eternal life, and 

those who have continued in evil will rise to experience judgment. [30] I can do nothing on my 

own. I judge as God tells me. Therefore, my judgment is just, because I carry out the will of the 

one who sent me, not my own will. 

 

d) That is why Paul is so clear in his admonishment to run like the athlete who trains and runs 

to win. 
 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 NLT Don‘t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person 

gets the prize? So run to win! All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize 

that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. So I run with purpose in every step. I am not 

just shadowboxing. I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, 

I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified. 

 

CONCLUSION: we need to grasp the basic doctrines and the move on to ―maturity‖, - growing 

up in Christ to be a mature child of God, blessed in all you do. 

 

 

Q&A’s of ETERNAL JUDGEMENT 

 

A. Why must we be judged? God has to judge evil because He is holy and sin is evil.  

Heaven is a literal place and no sin can enter into it.  
 

Revelation 21:1-5 ESV Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ―Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.‖ And he who 

was seated on the throne said, ―Behold, I am making all things new.‖ Also he said, ―Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy and true.‖ 

 

B. Where is Hell?  Outer darkness, a place of no return.  

Christ was raised from the dead, speaks of hell 



 

Matthew 22:12-14 ESV And he said to him, ‗Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 

garment?‘ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‗Bind him hand and 

foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.‘ For many are called, but few are chosen.‖ 

 

C. Who is hell for? Prepared for the devil and his angels, not for man but people do go there. 
 

Matthew 25:30,41 ESV And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.‘ [41] ―Then he will say to those on his left, ‗Depart from 

me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

 

D. Two options: Eternal life and Eternal death. 

We do not get a second chance. (Matthew 25.30-46) 

 

The Judgement Seat of Christ 

- for Christians only, a joyous occasion  
 

BELIEVERS WILL BE JUDGED 
 

Romans 14:10-11 NLT So why do you condemn another believer? Why do you look down on 

another believer? Remember, we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. [11] For the 

Scriptures say, ―‗As surely as I live,‘ says the LORD, ‗every knee will bend to me, and every 

tongue will declare allegiance to God.‘‖ 
 

Keep your Conscience clear 
 

Romans 14:23 NLT But if you have doubts about whether or not you should eat something, you 

are sinning if you go ahead and do it. For you are not following your convictions. If you do 

anything you believe is not right, you are sinning. 
 

REWARDS 
 

FIRE REVEALS OUR WORTH 

It is said that the eyes of Jesus are likened to a fire which will test our works. 
 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 NLT For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already 

have—Jesus Christ. Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, 

silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work 

each builder has done. The fire will show if a person‘s work has any value. If the work survives, 

that builder will receive a reward. But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. 

The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames. 
 

1 Corinthians 4:5 NLT So don‘t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord 

returns. For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God 

will give to each one whatever praise is due. 
 

WE ALL APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 
 

# The Church - participants of the New Testament Church, these who have trusted Christ 

since Pentecost until the coming of Christ for His Church. It does not include the Old 



 

Testament believers. They will have a SEPARATE time of judgement and reward. 

# Our actions will be judged 

 

Psalm 62:12 NLT unfailing love, O Lord, is yours. Surely you repay all people according to what 

they have done. 
 

Matthew 16:27 NLT For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father and will 

judge all people according to their deeds. 

 

4. At The Rapture of the Church 
 

At some time in the future, the Lord will come back for those who believe in Him. He will. Change 

their bodies from corruptible to incorruptible. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NLT And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will 

happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. For 

since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus 

returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. We tell you this directly from 

the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who 

have died. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will 

rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth 

will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 

So encourage each other with these words. 
 

AFTER THIS EVENT, THE BELIEVERS WILL GO TO THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST. 

- JUDGEMENT ALWAYS COMES AFTER RESURRECTION 
 

This is not a judgement that will determine who will enter heaven. The sins of believers will not be 

an issue at the judgement seat of Chris - they have already been forgiven. 
 

Psalm 103:10-12 ESV He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to 

our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love 

toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 

transgressions from us. 
 

Iniquity vs. sin 

Sin is a transgression repeated 

Iniquity is repeated sin that perverts the flesh 
 

Our sins have been removed. 
 

Micah 7:19 NLT Once again you will have compassion on us. You will trample our sins under your 

feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean! 
 

OUR DESTINY HAS BEEN SETTLED 

With Christ on the cross our destiny has been once and for all settled. 
 

Romans 8:1 NLT So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 

 



 

HAVE ETERNAL LIFE 

Those who trusted in Christ now possess Eternal Life.  
 

John 5:24 NLT ―I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent 

me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed 

from death into life. 
 

CURSE REMOVED 

The curse against believers has been removed.  
 

Galatians 3:13 NLT But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he 

was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the 

Scriptures, ―Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.‖ 
 

PRICE PAID 

Jesus paid the price for our sins. 
 

1 Peter 2:24 NLT He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to 

sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed. 
 

SIN OFFERING 

He presented Himself a sin offering on our behalf 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so 

that we could be made right with God through Christ. 
 

The believer‘s judgement with respect to sin is long past. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 NLT 

For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave 

this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself 

and not by human hands. [2] We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our 

heavenly bodies like new clothing. [3] For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits 

without bodies. [4] While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it‘s not that we 

want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new 

bodies so that these dying bodies will be swallowed up by life. [5] God himself has prepared us 

for this, and as a guarantee he has given us his Holy Spirit. [6] So we are always confident, even 

though we know that as long as we live in these bodies we are not at home with the Lord. [7] For 

we live by believing and not by seeing. [8] Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be 

away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord. [9] So whether we are 

here in this body or away from this body, our goal is to please him. [10] For we must all stand 

before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we 

have done in this earthly body. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 NLT 

After that the end will come, when he will turn the Kingdom over to God the Father, having 

destroyed every ruler and authority and power. [25] For Christ must reign until he humbles all his 

enemies beneath his feet. [26] And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. [27] For the 

Scriptures say, ―God has put all things under his authority.‖ (Of course, when it says ―all things are 



 

under his authority,‖ that does not include God himself, who gave Christ his authority.) [28] Then, 

when all things are under his authority, the Son will put himself under God‘s authority, so that 

God, who gave his Son authority over all things, will be utterly supreme over everything 

everywhere. 
 

Who will be judged? 

- Believers 

Who will be the judge? 

- Jesus Christ 

What is the purpose? 

- To reward the faithful service of God‘s children 

When will it occur? 

- After the rapture, during the tribulation, before the millennium. 

What will be the criteria of Judgement? 

- Romans 1.8 there will be no condemnation for those in Christ, faithful believers will receive 

rewards for their service to the Lamb. 

What will be the outcome? 

- Any good works done in the name of Jesus will be rewarded as a prelude to eternity spent 

in the presence of God. 

Will all those judged receive equal treatment? 

- Each person‘s motives, desires and reasons for serving God will be judged. Works rooted in 

pure motives will be rewarded; all others will be burned. 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 

Will it be fair? 

- No. all believers will receive credit for Jesus‘ righteousness, which delivers them from the 

punishment their sin deserves. Romans 3:23 - justified by grace, Romans 6:23, “For the 

wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.‖ 

Romans 4:22-25 - Abraham was imputed unto righteousness... 

What should we do about it now? 

- Serve God with clean hands and a pure heart - Psalm 24:1-5 

- Do not judge others; trust God‘s perfect wisdom and judgement. Romans 14:10-12 

 

5. The Great White Throne Judgement 
 

One of the Bible‘s yet unfulfilled prophesies is the Great White Throne Judgement, described in 

Revelations 20. This event will involve everyone who did not accept Jesus as their Lord and 

Saviour during their lives on earth. Christians will not be present; they will participate in a 

SEPARATE judgement - The Judgement Seat of Christ. Because Christ‘s own Judgement has 

been credited to every believer, the former will be a joyous occasion. The Great White Throne 

Judgement will be a different matter.  
  

Which Bible verses describe the event? 

- Revelation 20:11-15, Hebrews 9:27 

Who will be judged? 

- Unbelievers 

Who will be the Judge? 



 

- Jesus Christ 

What is the purpose? 

- To settle accounts of those who rebel against God‘s righteousness. 

When will it occur? 

- After the millennium before the lake of fire 

What will be the criteria for judgement?  

- Everyone who is spiritually dead, who has not put their faith in the Lamb, will be judged. 

There will be no defense and no appeal. 

What will be the outcome? 

- The spiritually dead will be thrown into the lake of fire, eternally separated from God‘s 

presence. 

Will those judged receive equal treatment? 

- All those who stand before the White Throne will be condemned but the fire will be hotter 

for some than others. Romans 2:6, “He will render to each one according to his works:‖ 

Revelation 20:13. 

Will it be fair? 

- Yes. Anyone who has rejected God‘s salvation will receive the due punishment for their 

sins. John 3:18-20 ―Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 

of God.‖ Romans 1:18, Romans 3:23. 

What should we do about it now? 

- Repent, and believe in the Gospel, Mark 1:15 Do not wait there may not be another 

chance, Mathew 24:36 
 

Isaiah 26:8-9 NLT LORD, we show our trust in you by obeying your laws; our heart‘s desire is to 

glorify your name. In the night I search for you; in the morning I earnestly seek you. For only when 

you come to judge the earth will people learn what is right. 
 

Jude 1:20-25 NLT 

But you, dear friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, [21] and await the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will bring you eternal life. In this 

way, you will keep yourselves safe in God‘s love. [22] And you must show mercy to those whose 

faith is wavering. [23] Rescue others by snatching them from the flames of judgment. Show 

mercy to still others, but do so with great caution, hating the sins that contaminate their lives. 

[24] Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away and will bring you with 

great joy into his glorious presence without a single fault. [25] All glory to him who alone is God, 

our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority are his before all 

time, and in the present, and beyond all time! Amen. 
 

Isaiah 57:20-21 NLT ―But those who still reject me are like the restless sea, which is never still but 

continually churns up mud and dirt. There is no peace for the wicked,‖ says my God. 
 

Hebrews 13:15-21 NLT 

Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming our 

allegiance to his name. [16] And don‘t forget to do good and to share with those in need. These 

are the sacrifices that please God. [17] Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their 



 

work is to watch over your souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this 

with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit. [18] Pray for us, for our 

conscience is clear and we want to live honorably in everything we do. [19] And especially pray 

that I will be able to come back to you soon. [20] Now may the God of peace— who brought 

up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, and ratified an eternal 

covenant with his blood— [21] may he equip you with all you need for doing his will. May he 

produce in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to him. All 

glory to him forever and ever! Amen. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NLT 

And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who 

have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. [14] For since we believe that 

Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring 

back with him the believers who have died. [15] We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who 

are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died. [16] For the 

Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their 

graves. [17] Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be 

caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. [18] So 

encourage each other with these words. 
 

Revelation 22:12 NLT ―Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people 

according to their deeds. 
 

The Eagle is Matthew, who presents Jesus as the King who will soon return to seek his people, 

Jesus Will Return; the ox is Luke, where he presents Jesus as the suffering servant who bore our 

sickness, Jesus Healing; The Face of Man (representing Mark) presents Jesus as the perfect man 

who came to save us, Jesus Saves;  
 

OXEN = HARVEST. The ox was the strongest animal around. It was the harvesting animal. Without 

the strength of the ox, there would be no harvest. 
 

Lions are symbols of courage and power which are imperative that Christians should have when 

it relates to God. When it relates to God, Christians believe taking care of each other and 

helping each other just like the lioness, they are big caretakers and they will help take care of an 

abandoned cub.  
 


