
 

SUCCESS - It’s Time to Upgrade 

Part 4 by Ps Larry Elliott 
 

Many Christians grow and then stop, never taking their “Upgrade” 
 

Mark 10:20-22 NKJV “And he answered and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I have kept from 

my youth.” Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, 

sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take 

up the cross, and follow Me.” But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions.” 
 

God knows your heart and He alone knows what will unlock your NEXT UPGRADE.  
 

He knows what He wants you to do next, FAITH is never passive it’s NOW (active and engaged)  
 

BIBLICAL SUCCESS IS NOT BASED ON the lie that we can be fulfilled with a little more money, a better 

job, kids who excel, nicer clothes, a remodeled house, a better car, and another vacation.  
 

I Samuel 16:7 NKJV “But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical 

stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
 

Don’t be focused on our outward appearance and stuff, because that’s when you lose sight of our 

main goal: developing a close, personal relationship with JESUS.  
 

God simply wants us to fellowship with Him, Spend time with Him, become grateful for what He's done 

and is doing in your life.  
 

Today, God looks beyond what man sees or says about you, and He has dreams for you that are 

bigger than you can imagine!  
 

John 1:16 TPT “And from the overflow of his fullness we received grace heaped upon more grace!”  
 

Don’t just Settle for worldly pursuits, walk with God DAILY, receive Grace and experience the 

transformation He offers, that’s a True Upgrade!  
 

John 1:16-17 AMPC “For out of His fullness (abundance) we have all received [all had a share and we 

were all supplied with] one grace after another and spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing and even 

favor upon favor and gift [heaped] upon gift. For while the Law was given through Moses, grace 

(unearned, undeserved favor and spiritual blessing) and truth came through Jesus Christ. [Exod. 

20:1.]”  
 

Upgrade your Thinking  
 

Philippians 4:8 KJV “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 

things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”  
 

I want to sharpen us just like an Olympic Athlete keeps pressing, keeps sharpening… 
 

1. The Limits Come Off!  
 

1 John 4:4 NKJV “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you 



 

is greater than he who is in the world.”  
 

We are in the world but not of the world. 
 

Limits:  

- A point or level beyond which something does not or may not extend or go beyond. 

- A restriction on the size or amount of something permissible or possible.  
 

Limits are like barriers they try to restrict you!  
 

Barriers: a fence or obstacle that prevents movement or access.  
 

Don’t settle for less than God’s best in your life. 
 

Align your thinking with who God says you are and what God says you can become and experience.  
 

Be confident that you have the Grace of God to break any limit or barrier that tries to prevent your 

growth or progress.  
 

Ephesians 2:10 TPT “We have become his poetry, a re-created people that will fulfill the destiny he has 

given each of us, for we are joined to Jesus, the Anointed One. Even before we were born, God 

planned in advance our destiny and the good works we would do to fulfill it!”  
 

God has planted seeds of greatness within you.  

Things grow better when placed in the correct environment!  
 

To exceed your current LIMIT you need to surround yourself with a HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT!  

(A plant only grows to the capacity of the pot it’s placed in).  
 

Be confident that you have barrier-breaking power on the inside of you!  

 

2. You are Fully Loaded 
 

Acts 13:36 NKJV ““For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, 

was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption;”  
 

Embrace who you are - confident that you are fully loaded for the destiny that God has for you!  

Access to multi-media has created a false image of success!  
 

It makes people believe that we are missing the one thing that we need to be successful.  
 

So we live on EMPTY instead of FULL.  
 

If we are not careful we start to think “if only.” 

- If only I was more talented; 

- If only I was better looking; 

- If only I had a better start in life. 
 

But God is saying, “If you will believe that you are who I say you are - then you are fully anointed and 

fully equipped and you will start to experience your greatest upgrade and fulfillment!”  
 

Don’t try and be what you are not, celebrate and be thankful for who you are and be the best you 

can be!  

 



 

3. The Odds are for you, not against you  
 

Galatians 3:27-29 NKJV “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 

promise.”  
 

No matter the challenge or difficulty, Impossible situations are setups for God to do the miraculous, 

you just need to release the BURDEN to Him.  
 

(Gideon in Judges 7)  
 

God went before Gideon’s army in battle, giving them a supernatural victory. The enemy had more 

than 135 000 soldiers and Gideon started with only 35000 but God told him to reduce them to 300  
 

He was outnumbered 1 to 450  
 

No matter what the odds look like, be confident that God and you are a majority - He is a God of the 

impossible! 

 

4. Go to the Next Level 
 

John 5:5-8 NKJV “Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus 

saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, 

“Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the 

pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said 

to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” 
 

DO YOU WANT YOUR UPGRADE?  
 

Don’t give up!  
 

Know that you are equipped by God’s Spirit to remain strong through every challenge, to take new 

ground. Keep pressing on toward the new levels that God is calling you to.  
 

John 7:38 NKJV “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of 

living water.” 
 

(See Joyce day 254) Deep inside each of us, there is a river of life. This river is a wonderful gift given to 

each of us by God. It flows with good health, a positive outlook on life, a generous and forgiving 

attitude and a Christ centered purpose that produces a real SATISFACTION  
 

HAVE FAITH  
 

1 John 5:4-5 NKJV “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is 

the Son of God?”  
 

Don’t Pursue things, go after God, don’t serve God for what He will give you, He wants you to get 

close to HIM, for fellowship, everything else FLOWS FROM THERE… 

 

5. You have a Seat at the Table 
 



 

The story of the Prodigal Son!  
 

1 John 3:1 NKJV “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 

called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.”  
 

The key to standing strong through adversity is to know who you truly are as a child of God.  
 

You are not a sick person fighting to be well; you are a well person fighting sickness.  
 

You are not an addict fighting to be free; you are a free person fighting addiction.  
 

You are not a defeated person fighting for victory; you are a victorious person fighting defeat.  
 

No matter what you have done, know that God embraces you as His son, His daughter.  

You have a seat at the table.  
 

Remember your success becomes a testimony to the world, so remain humble and give all the thanks 

to Jesus.  
 

Live with the Boldness of a Son of the Living God.  

 

6. Get Rid of the Pigs 
 

Years ago, there was a small village in Africa that experienced a severe disease outbreak. 

City officials recruited experts to find the source of the quickly spreading problem.  

After running tests on the village’s water, they found it was contaminated.  

Researchers traveled for days up the water stream that flowed into the village looking for the source 

of the problem.  

There were no problems visible on the surface, so divers were sent to look under the water.  

The divers found that a pig and her piglets had drowned and become wedged near the source of 

the stream.  

As soon as the pigs were removed - the water was completely fine.  

This principle is often true for our lives.  

We allow contaminants such as bitterness, anger, and unforgiveness to take root in our hearts.  
 

Proverbs 4:23 AMPC “Keep and guard your heart with all vigilance and above all that you guard, for 

out of it flow the springs of life.”  
 

If you are constantly negative, depressed or angry, ask yourself if you have allowed things to pollute 

your stream.  

 

7. Shame “Off” You  
 

How many times have we heard the phrase, “Shame on you!?”  
 

Many of us heard this throughout our childhood whenever we made mistakes.  

At an early age, we learned that if we didn’t measure up to expected standards, shame was waiting 

around the corner.  

As a result, we still live with a fear of failure, basing our identity on our ability to perform.  
 

Shame was never a God-intended emotion.  

In fact, the Bible says that the enemy is the accuser of believers - meaning that the voice that tries to 



 

shame us, minimize who we are, and steal our confidence is from the enemy. 
 

God never shames, He corrects and restores.  
 

Romans 8:1-2 GNT “There is no condemnation now for those who live in union with Christ Jesus. For the 

law of the Spirit, which brings us life in union with Christ Jesus, has set me free from the law of sin and 

death.  
 

There is a healthy emotion when we mess up or sin called conviction.  

Conviction tells us that our actions were wrong.  

It alerts us to correct our mistakes and learn from our actions.  
 

In contrast, shame is an attack on our identity.  

Shame tells us not that our actions were bad, but that we are bad.  
 

Romans 8:5-6 GNT Those who live as their human nature tells them to, have their minds controlled by 

what human nature wants. Those who live as the Spirit tells them to, have their minds controlled by 

what the Spirit wants. To be controlled by human nature results in death; to be controlled by the Spirit 

results in life and peace.”  
 

The enemy uses shame to keep us in a cycle of condemnation and isolation.  

It convinces us that God is mad at us and that we have messed up too much to fulfill our potential. 

Jesus came to free us from the burden of shame and give us a new identity! 


