
 

SUCCESS - It’s Time to Upgrade 

Part 6 by Ps Larry Elliott 
 

Press to Possess 
 

One of the cornerstones of being consistently SUCCESSFUL is maintaining what you’ve already 

accomplished and being progressive by pressing forward into NEW and Better things.  
 

HOLD ON TO YOUR PROGRESS AS YOU PRESS TO POSSESS! 
 

Philippians 3:12 (NLTSE) I don't mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have 

already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first 

possessed me. 
 

 He wasn’t chasing more things or even ministry things, he was pursuing Jesus. Paul wanted 

Success in becoming more like JESUS.  
 

Philippians 3:13-14 (NLTSE) No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one 

thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the 

race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 
 

 If we don’t grow (Maturity) hold onto our progress (New Birth) we won’t be steady as we move 

forward (Upgrade)  
 

Philippians 3:15-16 (NLTSE) Let all who are spiritually mature agree on these things. If you disagree on 

some point, I believe God will make it plain to you. But we must hold on to the progress we have 

already made. 
 

Levels of Progress (Upgrade) 
 

o Spiritual Birth: 

When we receive Jesus by faith as our Lord and Saviour.  

(Journey Begins - Son / Daughters of God) 

o Spiritual Maturity:  

When we grow in our learning and understanding of the character of Christ and our Purpose. 

(Reaching Destination - I’m a Disciple)  

o Spiritual Reproduction:  

When we turn outward and serve others in the name of Jesus.  

           (Choosing to take up my cross and follow - Fruit Bearer) 

o Spiritual Repeat:  

(Progress) 
 

Hebrews 6:1 NKJV “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on 

to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward 

God,  
 

Hebrews 6:9 NKJV But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that 

accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner.  
 

Hebrews 6:11-12 NKJV And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full 

assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through 



 

faith and patience inherit the promises.” 
 

 One of the difficult side effects of this pandemic is “becoming sluggish”  
 

 ENCOURAGMENT: When like Paul and many other Biblical Mentors including THE ULTIMATE 

WARRIOR - JESUS made a “Determination” to ARISE and do something, GOD ALWAYS BACKED 

THEM UP!  
 

What’s “YOUR” determination 

 

FIVE POWERFUL INTANGIBLES OF SUCCESS 

(They support and provide the resources to go to the next level and maintain while we do it) 

 These are the ROOT SYSTEM out of which every SUCCESS flows!  

 

 LOVE  

Have been convinced of His Love for you - It’s Unconditional and it’s abounding to you right now!  
 

Romans 5:5 NKJV “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in 

our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  
 

Romans 5:8 NKJV But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” 
 

 The best thing possible for every human is to receive God’s LOVE into their lives on a daily basis! 

 

 GRACE  
 

Grace: Gods unmerited and undeserved Favour coming to you because of Jesus. 

- God’s Divine influence on our hearts 

- His power, wisdom and ability to do what we couldn’t do in our own power, wisdom or ability.  
 

Hebrews 13:9 NKJV “Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that 

the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been 

occupied with them.” 
 

 When you are getting Frustrated and Reacting - Realize You trying / striving in your own strength 

or ability to make what you want happen (Answer: REST) 

 When you become aware of the Gospel of His Grace and Believe it’s for you, you will begin to 

walk in unprecedented Favour and REST will be the Result (Not Complacency). 

 You will experience limitless victories and restful progress! 
 

 

 FAITH 
 

 Every step of Progress, Benefit and Increase we make as Believers of the New Testament will 

always be BY FAITH THROUGH GRACE… 
 

Hebrews 11:6 NKJV But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  

 



 

- FAITH is the Current and GRACE is the conduit!  

- Faith releases the Power but Grace ensures it gets to you!  

 

 PATIENCE  
 

Luke 21:19 NKJV “By your patience possess your souls.”  
 

Patience: (is not waiting a long time for something) it’s HOW you wait.  

- It’s remaining consistent while waiting. 

- It’s the ability to Endure while being stretched or under pressure. 

- The character of being consistent when nothing is going your way  
 

Luke 21:19 ESV By your endurance you will gain your lives.  

Luke 21:19 ISV By endurance you will protect your souls.  
 

 Patience (my definition):  

When you are living thinking you are ready for the next (Pride or ambition) - you’re not  

VS 

When you start realizing you are never ready (Humility) - you are ready and GRACE 
 

 Patience is recognizing you want to and even can do something but choosing to WAIT for God 

to bring it to pass rather than using your own ambition to make it happen in the flesh. 

 

 WISDOM  
 

Wisdom: 

a) Understanding how to apply God’s Word to a current situation.  

b) Making decisions today that you will be happy with tomorrow.  

c) Waiting until you have a clear picture of what to do next, rather than been pressured just to do 

something.  
 

Luke 2:52 NKJV “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”  
 

 Increase: to drive forward (advance or profit - succeed) 

 Stature: to be balanced or mature  
 

I Corinthians 1:29-31 NKJV “that no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, 

who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption— that, 

as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.”  
 

These 5 intangibles of SUCCESS are Ours and are unlocked in Christ they and are available to every 

single believer. 
 

3 John 1:2 KJV “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as 

thy soul prospereth.”  
 

Prosper: to succeed, make progress, move forward and have good success!  

Soul: This Greek word psoo-Kay speaks about our mind, Will and emotions but incorporates the spirit 

man or real you!!!!  

 



 

When our REAL US isn’t doing well it will hinder what’s happening outwardly on a day to day basis!!!  
 

But when these intangibles are present and active in our lives they protect us and move us into 

SUCCESS.  
 

I Timothy 1:12-17 NKJV “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted 

me faithful, putting me into the ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an 

insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our Lord 

was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying and 

worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a 

pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. Now to the King eternal, 

immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”  
 

Next week we will dig into the rest of This Chapter, where Paul talks about Fighting the good fight of 

faith and we will see how to PRESS & POSSESS these things, to ensure you are take hold of our 

UPGRADE. 


