
 

SUCCESS - It’s Time to Upgrade 

Part 8 by Ps Larry Elliott 
 

Define True Success 
 

Success doesn’t come from the abundance of goods or even what we accomplish; Success is living 

in our right relationship with Jesus, everything good flows from that!  
 

PRAYER = Allowing JESUS to FILL you (5 intangibles - Love, Grace, Faith, Patience and Wisdom) and 

Letting HIM lead you.  
 

Are you willing to release the lesser for the greater?  

Are you willing to let Jesus lead and guide your life, your every step?  

Even a door that closes is an opportunity to see Him do something greater.  

Even if the enemy (life) has stolen from you, release the frustration and find HOPE in what I am about 

to do.  

CHRIST’S ability to bless you is much greater than the enemy’s ability to steal. Never forget that.  
 

It’s time to shake off the discouragement, stop asking why, and begin to SEEK HIM instead.  
 

John 17:10 TPT “All who belong to me now belong to you. And all who belong to you now belong to 

me as well, and my glory is revealed through their surrendered lives.” 
 

 Prayer is a sign of surrender!  

 As we conclude our series on Success - It’s time to Upgrade 

 I want us to talk about Upgrading our Prayer life.  
 

James 5:16 NKJV “Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may 

be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”  

AMPC (The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer of a righteous man makes tremendous power 

available [dynamic in its working].” 
 

 Being successful in Prayer is such an important aspect of every believers life.  
 

John 16:22-24 NKJV Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that 

your joy may be full.” 
 

 The life of His Church is greatly impacted by Prayer or the lack of it.  

 

Successful Churches Prioritize Prayer  

 

I Timothy 2:1 NKJV “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks be made for all men,”  
 

1 Timothy 2:1 NLT I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their 

behalf, and give thanks for them.  
 

We see Paul demonstrating the priority of prayer in corporate church life. He uses the word “urge” to 

emphasize its importance. The church should prioritize prayer, as should individual Christians.  
 

1 Timothy 2:3 AMPC “For such [praying] is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and acceptable to God 



 

our Savior,”  
 

One of the 4 things that contributed to the early church’s SUCCESS was the priority they gave prayer!  
 

Acts 2:42 NKJV And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
 

Acts 2:43-47 NKJV Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through 

the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their 

possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with 

one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 

gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

added to the church daily those who were being saved.” 
 

 To the degree you can and need to, we should continually be in Prayer (Fellowship with the 

Lord)  
 

We learnt last week, studying the Word is a calling and Praying is also a ministry, which Equips, 

Positions and Empowers you for Upgrade!  
 

Acts 6:2-4 NKJV “Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is not 

desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out from 

among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint 

over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
 

With all these things in mind:  
 

JESUS is calling YOU (RSCFC) to walk in the way of the WARRIOR, ARISE and step into your place of 

UPGRADE, you will begin to experience abundance and provision that will sustain you as you 

continue to Conquer though JESUS on the battlefields of life.  

 

3 POWERFUL STATEMENTS ABOUT PRAYER: 
 

1. Jesus Modeled SUCCESSFUL Prayer!  
 

Mark 14:38 NKJV “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.”  
 

Watch and Pray 

- Watching is a function of the eyes 

- Praying is a function of your heart 
 

 So as we connect with God through the authority giving to us in Christ we experience His 

supernatural Presence! 

 This is what helps us to live and walk in the spirit!  
 

Mark 14:38: Jesus never received what He asked for He was heard and answered!  
 

Hebrews 5:7-9 NKJV “who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, 

with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because 

of His godly fear, though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 



 

And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,” 
 

 The good news: Because of Jesus we never face anything on our own.  

In fact, God has given us exactly what we need to resist temptation. Through PRAYER He’s 

given us ACCESS TO His strength, love, and forgiveness.  
 

 Are you in Gethsemane, facing a hard challenge - Watch and Pray 

Take hold together with Jesus regarding His Kingdom and resisting the devil and his plans or 

strategies! 
 

 One of the richest benefits of prayer is not getting your prayers answered but discovering your 

Purpose and allowing Jesus to use you to impact others!  
 

Jesus' finished work is why we can pray powerful prayers; we see the disciples fell asleep and couldn’t 

help Jesus or themselves, but we read earlier in Acts that when they were in one accord, Jesus had 

been resurrected and the New Covenant completed, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit and from that moment 

they Prayed with Power and the whole City was turned RIGHT SIDE UP (not upside down)  
 

John 5:14-16 NKJV “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

petitions that we have asked of Him. If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to 

death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin 

leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.”  

 

2. You can Pray Prayers that Impact Heaven and Earth.  
 

James 5:16-20 KJV “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 

healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. v17 Elias was a man subject 

to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the 

earth by the space of three years and six months.” v18 “And he prayed again, and the heaven gave 

rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.” v19 “Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one 

convert him; v20 let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save 

a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.”  
 

Earnestly: with sincere and intense conviction; seriously (not praying for the sake of praying, 

committed to God helping you with an outcome) 
 

 Earnest prayer is simply a proclamation (Declaration of faith). 
 

 For believers today, it's far easier to receive God's blessings than His judgment, because of what 

our Lord has accomplished at the cross. 
 

 See your Daddy God’s heart to bless you rather than where you are (or not) or what you are 

facing and your prayers will bear great results! 
 

 We pray not to soothe our emotions, but to bring heaven to earth and get results. 
 

 Our prayers have results when you know your influence with God 
 

 He’s delighted when you know you have influence with Him: Jacob in the Bible was such a 

man.  



 

Genesis 32:26 NKJV “And He said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” But he said, “I will not let You go 

unless You bless me!” 
 

 Jacob's heart was in the right place.  
 

Genesis 32:28 NKJV “And He said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel; for you 

have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.”  
 

Then, the Lord changed his name from Jacob (which means grabber, deceiver, and manipulator) to 

Israel (which means "prince of God"). 
 

 We live in the age of grace where it's easy to pray and see results.  

 

3. Pray for Right Happenings.  
 

James 5:16 NLT The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 

results.  
 

Today start to Pray from a position of Sonship (Daughterhood), completeness, and victory.  
 

Genesis 24:12 NKJV “Then he said, “O Lord God of my master Abraham, please give me success this 

day, and show kindness to my master Abraham.”  
 

Do you remember when Abraham sent his servant to get a bride for his son, Isaac.  

The servant did not know which girl would be the right one, so he prayed, “O Lord God of my master 

Abraham, please give me success this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham”  
 

The phrase “please give me success” is the word qarah.  
 

The Hebrew word qarah is often used in the Bible to explain “God-ordained happenings”.  
 

The servant asked God to give him qarah - a right happening.  
 

If you follow the story, you will see how Abraham’s servant was successful in his task.  
 

What I want you to focus on here is the posture of the servant.  

He prayed for God’s help, intervention, and leading.  
 

He had a posture of humility.  
 

We all need the Lord in our daily lives.  

No matter how intelligent we are, we can’t put ourselves at the right place at the right time a 

hundred percent of the time.  
 

But the Lord can do this for us. If we stay “low” and lean on the Lord for wisdom, guidance, and 

understanding, He will guide us and protect us.  
 

I Peter 5:6-11 NKJV “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 

you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. Be sober, be vigilant; because 

your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, 

steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the 

world. But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have 

suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the glory and the dominion 



 

forever and ever. Amen.”  
 

 Therefore to pray is to adopt a posture of humility.  

It is saying to God, “Father, I can’t, but You can.”  
 

 We humble ourselves before You. Be our refuge, our fortress, and our God. Surely You shall 

protect us and deliver us from harm in these dangerous times. Lead us to be at the right place 

at the right time and to be with the right people.” 
 

 See God as your Father, that’s who Jesus came to reveal Him as. 
 

 It's not about the strength of our prayer, but who we're praying to.  

Long before we pray, we see that God wants to bless people. He doesn't need to be begged. 
 

Keep on declaring: It's the secret to answered prayers  
 

If you've declared once but haven't seen results, don't give up and keep on declaring, no matter how 

small you feel your faith is!  

 

When the apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith, He responded:  
 

Luke 17:5–6 NKJV "And the apostles said to the Lord, 'Increase our faith.' So the Lord said, 'If you have 

faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be pulled up by the roots and be planted 

in the sea,' and it would obey you." 

 

Closing Prayer  

"The Lord bless you and your family this coming week. May you be filled with His Love.  

May God make showers of blessings to fall on you and your loved ones throughout this week.  

May the Lord smile on you, be favourable to you, and the Lord Himself keep you.  

In the name of Jesus, I declare the Lord preserves you from all evil throughout this week—from all 

harm, from danger, from every infection, from every power of darkness through the blood of His Son, 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

The Lord smiles on you and grants you His shalom peace, wholeness, and well-being in every part of 

your being, in every part of your body.  

In Jesus' Name, amen." 


